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This follows &y letter of August 20th, in whilch I promlsed to advise you
of our thoughts concerning beryllium, after I had completed a series of con-
tacts with both Government and private groups and had an opportunity to
evaluate the possibilities of using our process from the point of view of
industrial research. By this, I mean the possibility of the research leading
into substantial production of parts. I believe I mentioned some of the contacts
to you when I was in your office, and that we still had more to make.

' It is my opinion now that as far as beryllium is comcerned, 1 cannot
visuallize the possibility of large production runs of parts, because it is
. one of those very scarce elements, sndrso the applications would resclve
themselves into tallor-made or jobb EP}' ts. Metallurgical require-
ments, in my mind, ere a further limiting factor :Ln our CDnsidering beryllium
as of top priority. These technlcal req mrements are headed by a reguest for-
ductility. Furthermore, we would also ‘%ac'.e "1imédi%te and severe comoetition
by laboratories well-established and who..are, working with the same form of
material that we would have; namely. ba}'yllium po-wiex.
AR AN Py :
I sincerely believe, howeVer. from work which we haVe recently completed
with other metals, that we could improve the density end elininate the large
volds, so that the remaining porosity was finely dispersed.

1 am, therefore, com'oelled to conslder beryllium as a project subordinate
to several others. If vwe can perform some further experiments with equipment
developed for more major projects, we will do so at our owm expense, Any
results and/or samples resulting therefrom, we wlllpass on to you.

I hope you willnot consider my recommendation as wanting to hold out
on the Atomic Energy Commission. It is far from that. We want to be of as
much assistance as possible to any Government agency, but we rmst look at each
rroject for its industrial edventages. I am sure you can appreclate my personsl
position in.making thls recommendation, especially since I, at one time, was
80 intimately assoclated with beryllium and atomic energy work, You may rest
assured that I will keep you in ftouch with any further thoughts I may have on
this matter.

. ' Very sincerely yours,
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