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County OF Erie 
DENNIS T. GORSKI 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

May 9, 1988 PHONE: 716-646-6500 

Peter J. Gross 
Oak Ridge Operations 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box E 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831 

Re: U.S. Department of Energy, 
Formerly Utilized Sites 
Remedial Action Program for 
Three Sites in the Town of 
Tonawanda 

Dear Mr. Gross: 

It is the duty of Erie County Government to address and 
protect the interests, needs, and concerns of its citizens and local 
governments. The April 26, 1988 Department of Energy (DOE) Public 
Scoping meeting held in regard to the presence of low level 
radioactive waste in the Town of Tonawanda has raised several 
importalit. issues which I wish to address at this time. 

* The goal to have unrestricted land use in the study area 
is shared by both the Town of Tonawanda and Erie 
County. The transformation of the land use from 
industrial to waterfront development is a key element in 
our local revitilization plans. Locating or maintaining 
a Low Level Radioactive Waste disposal site in this 
area, regardless of how temporary it may be, is 
unacceptable. The only acceptable goal is to remove all 
radioactive materials so the site can be developed. 

0 The fact that the radioactive waste has remained in our 
community for 40 years without the Department of Energy 
taking steps to properly characterize the disposed 
material and to assess the hazard from such wastes is 
inexcusable. Before anything else is done, Erie County 
insists on a complete characterization analysis of the 
radioactive waste buried in the three sites in the Town 
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of Tonawanda and on a full public disclosure of the 
analysis results. At this point it is not only that the 
waste has not been characterized, it is not even a 
foregone conclusion that the buried waste will meet the 
current definition of Low Level Radioactive Waste. We 
may be dealing with waste that might be of a greater 
threat to the community than "Low Level" Radioactive 
Waste. 

0 In considering any site within New York State for Low 
Level Radioactive Waste disposal, the DOE must take into 
account the stringent siting requirements currently 
being developed by New York State for its own Low Level 
Radioactive Waste disposal site. We are developing 
these standards at the insistence of the federal 
government. We expect them to also be used as a guide 
by the U.S. DOE.. I am confident our state guidelines 
would never contemplate the location of a radioactive 
waste site in a community with the population density of 
the Town of Tonawanda or on as vital a national and 
global resource as the Niagara River. 

0 The Seaway Industrial Landfill, which is nearby and 
which has apparently received other DOE residual waste 

---_..should be included inthe scope of this-study. Its 
proximity.to the Ashland 1 and Ashland 2 sites is 
certainly a good enough reason for addressing this 
problem now rather than separately after remedial work 
at the other sites has been completed. 

0 The federal government now requires that each state 
develop a disposal methodology for the Low Level 
Radioactive Waste produced within that state from 
medical, industrial and nuclear power processes. We 
insist that the Federal government find ways to remove 
its own nuclear wastes from our County. 
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Erie County is anxious to see this problem remedied at the 
earliest possible date. However, I find it totally unacceptable to 
conci,Jer the consolidation of radioactive waste along the Niagara 
Ri:*-3r., ,:he source of our drinking water, and the center of our 
redevelopment strategy. The only acceptable plan is one that leads 
to t.he complete removal of this waste to a federal site and the 
rer:t:!,ration of these lands to unrestricted use. 

Very truly yo rsI 
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DENNIS T. GORSkI 
County Executive 
County of Erie 

cc: Commissioner T. Jorling, NYSDEC 
J. Spagnoli, NYSDEC 
Supervisor R. Moline, Town of Tonawanda 
Legislator L. Lenihan 
Legislator C. Swanick 
Environmental Management Council 
T. Tonawanda, Environmental Management Council 
Assemblyman R. Schimminger 
A. Oraiio 


