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Landfill ‘cleanup p’lén’ |

is expected by August

NB ngIOBRISTOL
rrespondent
Officials from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy say they hope
to have a rentative clezoup plan
for four radicactive sitcs In the
Town of Tonawanda by early

Au

nald E. Kirk, DOE sitc man-
ager, saidail the research and tech-
nical data collected at the four
sites has been forwarded to his
superiors jn Washingion D.C.

‘where it still awaits val

“We're still waitlng o hear
from DOE headquartars,” said Mr.

“We banded in our documents
in February bul unfortunately
there’s a group in Washington we.
have 10 get approval from and I
guess they're still reviawing the

- resalts.”

The sites, Ashland 1 and 2,

located within the old Ashlangd -

Refincry onRiver Road,
the Seaway Industrial Landfill,
also on River Road and Linde/
PraxairIncon Sheridag Drive are

. all slated for cieanup under the

DOE’s Formerly Utili Sites
Remedial Action Program
(FUSRAP). ‘

They all contain residual ra-

dioactive materialg left over from'

uranium cuingugpermons
conducted at Linde ng World
War IT as part of the Manhattan
Project.

one of the sites pose an im-
mediate health or environmental
hazard but DOE officials fear
movement of the contaminated
materials by outside parties could
lead to exposures risks.

A sitec was discovered this
spring at the Tonawanda landfill,
located off TwasMile Creek Road,
adjacent to the abandoped Town
garbage incinerator. Kirk said pre-

liminary tests indicatc the con-
taminated material at the
Tonawanda Landfill Site is dredg-
ing from the bottom of Two-Mi?e

Creek. Accordin
Charge et:mqproxmmc‘cm'l 26 mill
charged af ely ion
gallons ofliquid radicactive waste

" 1nto local storm sewerz during the

1940's.

Eventually the radiocactive lig-
uid flowed into the creek and on
into the Niagars River.

Mr. Kirk said recent studies of
the creek, its bottom sediments
and the adjacent flood plain show
no evidence of radioactivity-ap-
parently all the contaminated ma-
terialbasall been edoutover
the years and dumped at the land-
fill. He added that the volume of

. waste Is small enough to allow

simultaneous cleaaup with the
other four gites. o
Originally. the Environmental

" Impact Statement and Proposed

Plan for cleanup of the sites was o
be released in June but Mr. Kirk
said other gites around the country
that pose greatcr health risks have
been given priority status,

Mr. Kirksaid the process should
gninmoxmnnunoncethepmﬁosed
plan is presenied 0 the public.

Copies of the proposed plan
will be available at local libraries

and a 30-day public comment pe- -

riod will follow, Residents shogld

take advantage of the opportunity

to voice their opinions on the pro-

sed cleanup plan since 2ll pub-

ic recommendations will become
part of the final record.

Mr. Kirk said educational work-
shoi;é»lsn are available for anyone
seaking more information about
the sites and the cleanup altema-
tives. Citizens may contact the
DOE Public Information Center at
871-9660 for details.
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