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Departmant of Energy ;
ATTN: Dr. William E. Mott, Director WV.o2-1
Environmental and Safety |

Engineering Division (EP-32)
Washington, D.C. 20545

Dear Dr. Mott:

Enclosed is the 1ist of contaminated or potentially contaminated sites
that I promised to send you during our recent meeting. The sites have
been broken down into the following four categories:

1. Sites with known contamination that have never been
1icensed.

2. Formerly licensed sites with known contamination.

3. Currently licensed sites that are being decontaminated
prior to decommissioning.

4., A list of formerly licensed sites that need to be
visited to determine if they have been properly
decontaminated prior to decommissioning.

If there are any questions, please call e at 427-4309.

Sincerely,

R. G. Page.aChief

Uranium Fuel Licensing Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle and
Material Safety, NMSS

Enclosures: As stated
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Former) Licensed Sites

with Known

Contamination




Name ' ' Location
Amax Inc. ¥Wood County, West Virginia

License Status - ’ . -

Formerly licensed for possession and use of zirconium ores containing
about €% thorium oxide. (lLicense STB-440, Docket No. 40-5001)

Amax lnc. has applied far 2 storage-only license to cover the remaining
Tow-level radicactive soil located at the site. '

Contamination, Demography and Size of Problem -

The contamination consis:ts of thorium. The estimated volume of soi}l

contaminated with thorium is 1.5 million cubic feet. The maximum leve)
of contamination 5 about 1.6% thorium. There are no contaminsted
structures.

Land use near the site is industrial to the north and agricultural to the
south. ‘' The population in the arez is low. -

_Amax, Inc. has proposed that the contaminated soil be stabilized on-site

for storage under license., This could be done by the movement of 8,300

. cubic yards of contaminated materia) to the area which contains the bulk

of the thorium contaminated soil.

Zirconium and/or magnesium in pyrophoric form has been buried at the
location which contains the bulk of the contaminated soil. Movement of
the soil in-this arez has, in the past, resulted in fires and explosions..
The Amax, Inc. plan for stabilization would not require moving or exposing
the pyrophoric material.

Remarks -

The Amax, Inc. plan for site stabilization-and storage of waste is °

under review. An Environmental Impact Assessment has been drafted by

SAI for NRC and is being reviewed. Action to authorize sale storage under
Jicense is expected this calendar year (CY 82)..



