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“l2Y’ 070264 
United States Government Deparlment of Enerav 

memorandum 
DATE AUG 011990 

1”‘1 !a!!? -7 F;y ,2: 5o 
REU.” TO 
Am0FE EM-421 

SU~ccT: Authorization for Remedial Action at the Former Baker and Williams 
Warehouses on West 20th Street in New York, New York, under FUSRAP 

'o L. Price, OR 

The site of the former Baker and Williams Warehouses, currently owned by 
Ralph Ferrara, Inc., located on West 20th Street in New York City 
[Manhattan), is designated for inclusion jn the Formerly Utilized Sites 
Remedial Action Project (FUSRAP). This designation is based on the 
results of a radiological survey and other supplemental information 
provided in the Designation Summary (Attachment 1). The site consists of 
three adjacent warehouses. Hirtorical information indicates that the site 
was used during the early 1940s by the Manhattan Engineer District for 
short-term storage of approximately 219,000 pounds of uranium 
concentrates. One of the three warehouses, at 523-527 West 20th Street, 
was found to contain residual radioactive contamination In excess of DOE 
guidelines on floors and lower walls in the east bay of the basement and 
on the floor of the west bay of the first floor. 

Based on our analysis of site conditions, this site would normally have a 
low priority. The survey study concluded that all contamination was fixed 
and that radiation exposure levels were within the DOE guideline values. 
Therefore, there is currently no significant risk to workers or members of 
the public from the residual radioactive contamination in the facility. 
However, the owner is planning extensive renovation of the buildings in 
the future. This will include smoothing of the floor in the areas with 
contamination. Such actions could result in individuals receiving doses 
approaching the dose limits. It could significantly spread the 
contamination which is presently restricted to two limited areas of this 
rather large warehouse building. Therefore, in consideration of the 
planned renovation wnrk, the site has been assigned a medium priority 
under the FUSRAP protocol. 

Because the limited contamination is contained entirely inside the 
warehouse building, we recommend that cleanup of the site follow the 
proposed expedited procedure for remedial action at small sites, as 
described in Attachment 2. Consistent with this procedure, Headquarters 
will take the lead on the preparation of the necessary environmental 
compliance documentation. We will work closely with the designation 
contractor (ORAU), the building owner, and you to assure that remedial 
action is conducted in an eificient mannpr. Your staff will be 
responsible for managing the remedial action effort. 
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Ne recommend that the cleanup be performed In FY 1991, using the expedited 
procedure on a trial basis. We envision two goals to this effort: 
(I) the cleanup of the warehouse, and (2) the demonstration of the 
usefulness of the expedited process. 

Attachment 3 provides copies of reference information on the Baker and 
Williams warehouse site for your files. 

It is our hope that the expedited procedure will provide timely, cost 
effective cleanup of smaller FUSRAP sites. 

> 

7 RL Fiore 
Ac!lng Chief 
Off-Site Branch 
Division of Eastern Area Programs 
Office of Environmental Restoration 

3 Attachments 

?'Wagoner, EM-421 
A. Williams, EM-421 
J. Berger, ORAU 
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