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Daar Ms. Reutar:

Subjact: Speciaes List for the Proposed Cantral Nevada and sShoal Tast
Areag in Nevada

As requesated by your letter dated December 23, 1992, we have enclosed a list
of threatenaed apecied that may bae presant in the subject project araas
(Attachment A). To the best of our knowledge, no endangeraed or propoaad
species occur within thesae areas. This list ful fills the redquiremant of the
Fish and wWildlife Sarvice (Servicae) to provide a spacias list pursuant to
saction 7(¢) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act). Please
reference tha spaciaeas ligt fila number shown on Attachmant A in all subsedqueant
corregpondenca. Attachmant B providea a discussion of the responsibilitien
Federal agencies have under section 7(c) of the Act and the conditions under
which a biological assessment must be prepared by the lead Federal agency or
icte designated non-Federal repressntative. A list of published references
dealing with the distribution, life history, and habitat requirements of the
listed species is also enclosed (Attachwent C). This information may bea
helpful in preparing the biological assessment for this project, if one is
requirad.

If tha laad Fadaral agency determinas that a listed species may be affected

by tha propoaed projects, they should initiate consultation pursuant to

50 CFR § 402.14. Informal consultation may be utilized prior to a written
raquaat for formal consultation te exchange information and resolve conflicts
with respact to a listed species. If a biclogical assesament is required, and
it is not initiated within 90 days of your receipt of this latter, the Fadaral
agency should informally verify the accuracy of this list with our office.

If, through informal consultation or developmant of a biological assesamant,
or both, the Federal agency determines that the proposed action is not likely
to adversely affect the listed species, and the Service concurse in writing,
then the consultation process is terminated and formal consultation is not
recuiread.

Alao, for your consideration, we have included a list of candidate species
that may be presant in the project areas (Attachment A). These spacies are
currently baing reviewad by the Service and are under conaideration for
possible listing as endangered or threatened. Candidate species have no
protection under the Act, but are included for your consideratioen as it is
poasible that onéa or more of thesa candidates could be proposed and listed
before the subiect projects areas completed. Should the biological aseessment
reveal that candidate species may be adversely affected, you may wish to
contact our office for tachnical asajstance. One of the potential bhenefita
from such technical assistance is that, by exploring alternatives early in the
planning process, it may be possible to avoid conflicts that could otherwise
davelop, should a candidate species bacome listed before the projacts are
complatad.
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Ms. Brenda 5. Reuter Fila No. 1-5-93-5P-350
File No. 1-5-93-5P-95

Please contact Robin Hamlin at (702) 784-5227 if you have any quedtionsa
regarding the enclosed list or your responsibilities under tha Act.

Singerely,

w7 Yok

Field Supervisor

Encloguras




ATTACHMENT A

CANDIDATE SPECIES THAT MAY OCCUR IN THE AREA OF THE PROPOSED

Shoal Test Araa Southeast of Fallon, Navada

File Number: l1=5=33=5P=9%0

candidate Jpecies

MHammils

2 pygmy rabbit Brachylagus

2 spotted bat Buderma maculatum

Birds .

2 ferruginous hawk Buteo regallnm

2 western snowy plover Charadrius alexandrinus nivosup
2 black tern C€hlidonias nigex

2 western least bittern Ixobrychus exilis hesperis
Z loggerhead shrike Laniys ludovicianue

2 mountain quail Qreortvx pictus

2 white-faced ikis Plegadis chihi
Invartsbrates

2 Hardy'm asgialian scaralb beetle Aegiaslia harpdvi

Plants

2 Nevada oryctaes Qrvctes nevadensis

{2)~-Category 2: Taxa for which existing information indicates may warrant
listing, but for which substantial biclogical information to support a
propogad rule ia lacking.



ATTACHEMENT A
{continued)

LISTED THREATENED AND
CANDIDATE SPECIESE THAT MAY OCCUR IN THE AREA OF THE PROPOSED

Cantral Nevada Test Area Northeast of Tonopah, Navada

Fila Numbar: 1-5-93-5p-95

Listed Species

Fizhes
T Railroad Valley springfish Crenichthvs nevadae
{T)=-Threatened

Candidate Species
Mammals
2 pygmy rabbit Erachvlagus jdahogngia
2 spotted bat tuderms maculatum
Birds
2 northern goshawk Accipiter
¢ farruginous hawk Buteo reqgalis
2 black tern Chlidonias niger
2 westarn least bittern Ixobrvchus sxilis heeperis
2 loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus
2 white-facad ibis Plegadi= ¢hihi
Fishas
2 Pish Lake Valley tui chub Gila bigolor sap.
Plants
2 Eastwood’s milkweed Asclepias sastwoodiana
2 sanicle biscuitroot cympoterus ripleyi var. saniculoides
2 Jone’'s globe-mallow Sphagralcea caespitosa

(2)-—Category 2: Taxa for which e@xigting information indicates may warrant
listing, but for which gubstantial bhiological information to support a
propoged rule ia lacking.



ATTACHMENT B

FEDERAL AGENCIES’ RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER SECTIONS 7 {(a) and (c)
OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

SECTION 7 (a): Consuitation/Conference
Requires:

ﬂ Fedaral agencies to utilize thair authorities to carry out programs 1o conserva
aendangered and threatensd species:

2) Consultation with the Fish and Wildiife Service (Service) when a Federal action may
affect a listed endangerad or threatenad specias to insure that any action authorized,
funded or carried out by a Federal agency is not kkely to jeopardize the continued
oxistence of listed species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical
habitat. The process is initiated by the Federal agency after determining the action may
affect a listed species orv critical habitat;

3) Cunfarancé with the Service when a Federal action is likely to jeopardize the continued
axistence of a proposed species ar result in destruction or adverse modification of
proposed critical habitat,

SECT ION 7 (c): Biological Assessment - Major Construction Activity 1/

Raquires Federal agencies or their designees to prepare a Biological Assessment {BA) for major
construction activities. The BA analyzes the effects of the action on listed and proposed species.
The process baegins with a Fedaral agency requesting from the Service a list of proposed and
listed threatened and endangered species. The BA should be completed within 180 days after its
initiation {or within such a time period as is mutually agreeable). If the BA is not initiated within
80 days of receipt of the list, the accuracy of the species list should be informally verified with:
the Servico. No irreversible commitmant of resources is to be made during the BA process which
would foreclose reascnable and prudent aiternative ta protect endangered species. Planning,
design, and,administrative actiong may proceed; however, no construction may begin.

We recommend the following for inclusion in the BA:

1. An ongite Inspection of the area affected by the proposal which may include a
detailed survey of the area to determine if the specias or suitable habitat are
present.

2. A review of literature and scientific data to determine species distribuﬁon,'habitat

needs, and other biological requirements.

‘ . . . . . N

3. ‘Interviews. with experts, including those within the Service, State conservation

departments, universities, and others who may have data not yet published in
scientific literature,

4. An analysis of the effects of the proposal on the species in terms of ‘inqiy_iguals
and populations, including consideration of cumulative effects 'of the proposal on
the species and its habitat.

5, An analysis of altemative actions considered.
I




6. ‘Documentation of study results, including a discussion of study methods used, any
problems encountered, and other relevant information.

7. Conclusion as to whether or not a listéd or proposed species will be affected.

Upon complation, the BA should be forwarded to our office with a request for consultatiion, if
required,

1 ‘A construction project {(or other major undertaking having similar physical impacts) is a
major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment as
referred to in NEPA {42 U.S.C. 4332 (2} C).
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RATLROAD VALLEY SPRINGFISH, CRENICHTHYS NEVADAE
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RATLROAD VALLEY SPRINGFISH (conmt.} -2-
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ATTACHMENT C
{continued)

RAILROAD VALLEY SPRINGFISH (cont.)

Status of springfish at Lockes Ranch, Railroad Valley, Field trip rept. NQ{@
Dept. of Wildl., Las Vegas. 5 pp. -

Status of Crenichthys nevadae at Big and Little Warm Springs, Duckwatef*f
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8 pp.
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