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Dear Admiral Xatkxins:

I am writing to {nvita you to testify ar a field hearing ot
the Subcommittse on Tranaportaticsn and Hazardous Materials at .
1:30 p.m. on July 5, 1990. The hearing has baen scheduled to
onable the Subcommittsé to determine on a current tasis the
natures and extant of environmental pellution at the Department of
Energy’s (DOE) Psad Materials Production Center near Fernald,
Ohio, and to provide a clear undersctanding of DOE’s plans
regarding environmental cleanup and ralated nmatters. The
Subcommittoe i8 &lso intarested in your tascimony regarding
possible futura usas, if any, which DOE nay be considering for
the Fsrnald plant. ‘

Furthar, I am inviting you to join me in touring tha Fernaild
plant at 11:00 a.m. on July 5, 1990, prior to the hsaring, A
aopy of the proposed agenda foxr the tour -is attached.

As you are aware, this is the third time this year that I
have writtsn toc you that we should viglt rernald together to
assess the situation there first-hand in order to bring about an
expadited clsanup plan. Your inability to viait the plant has
created the impression that the centainment of dangerous
radioactive and hazardous wastes and the cleanup of Rnasaive
environmental contamination at Fernald are not amcng the
priorities of top leadership of the current Energy Department.

Additionally, there is mwch public speculation about DOE's
plans for future uses of Farnald as wall as for cleanup of the
site. I strongly urge you %3 %taKs thias opportunity to visit
Fernald to clarify the Dapartment’s intentions regarding the
future cf the plant.
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I fully expect that all interssted members of ths press will
Acoompany us on tha tour in order toc asrve the public’s :
irrafutable right ts5 know about environmental conaitions at ths
plant., Indeed, 38 I have previcusly nmade clear, I will not
participate in touring the Fernald plant if restricticns ace
placed on the participation of tha press. If you plan any such
restrictions, please advise in complets detail with legal and
constitutional justification for suah limitations on the prass
and include the speqific areas which are off-limits to the press.

The hsaring will La held at tha Crosby Elemantary School,
8382 New Haven Road, in Harrison, Ohic, immediately fellowing the
tour. You may subnit a wpittan statamant for the hearing of
whatsvar langth you daem apprcpriate, which will ba ingerted in
full into the hearing racord. Plaass plan, howaver, to limit
vour oral presentatisn befors the subcommittse to no mors than
{ive minutes to ailow supcommittse Mambers time to ask questions.
Fursuant to Committee rules, please submit 100 copies of your
written statement to my office in the Gwynns Building, 602 Main
Street, 3Suita 712, Cincinnatil, Ohio 45202, no later than noon,

July 2, 1990.

Morasover, in oidexr to further the Subcommittse’s
underatanding of pertinent mattars prior to the hearing, and
pursuant to Rules X and XI cf the U.S. House ¢f Repressntatives,
the Subcommittese requasts that you respond te the following:

i. On May 7, 1990, Deputy Sacretary Henson Moore visited
Fernald and raised the possibility of converting tha
plant to a tachnological cantar £3r the development of
new cleanup procsduras. Plsase furnish copies of all
notes, mamoranda and othar d3cuments in the possesgion
of DOE which discuss this proposal or any other
proposals regarding future uses of the Fernald site.

2. Would the conversion of the Fernald sits to a
tschnological center ror the development of new cleanup
procedures rasult in the transport of wastes to Fernald
from other government-owned or privately-owned sitos?

3. In your Piva-Ysar Plan, you projectad a budget ©f %146.5
million for FY 1991 for envirenmental cleanup at
rernald. Howevar, the total cost of a compleste cleanup
with removal cz contamination at Fernald would ba §5
killion, according toc DOE’s 2010 Report. That would
maean & scheduls ¢f over thirty ysars based on ths leval
of funding providad for in the Five-Year Plan, vwhich on
an annual basis {s apprcximately 3% or the total. In
the meantims, the radicactive pollution at Fernald will
spread. How do you justify allowing this slow paca of
alaanup?
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The K-65 silos, which contain thousands ¢of cubic feet of
radioactive wascas fron the Manhattan Preject,
censtitute ap imminant hasard and ara structurally
unseund. Can you atats that thera is noct a real
possikility that significant raleaves of thas wastes
within tha asilca rmay ocgur at any time? If net, what
neasurss ~~ including, ih particular, the building of a
gscurs containmant structura around the silos =-- ?: any,
ars you currsntly undartaking which would prsvent all.
pectantial savironmental releases frcm the silos?

What spscific substances ars in the K-65 silos? Have
you aven completad sampling of the silos’ sontsnts?

Ars you going to ramove the wamtes from the deteriorated
K=65 31103 ana ship them from Fernald or do you intend
tc leave tham permanently in sntombment at Fernald in
order to sava money at the expense of alleviating a
hazard tg the health of hundreds of thousands of peopla

in Hamilton County?

What is the farthest disztance off-site that uranium
contamination of groundwater 18 Known to have spread
from Fernald ? Further, please furniash a map of the
Fernald sita and surrounding areas which shows the knewn
boundaries of all onsite and off-site groundwatsr

contamination.

Have you completed all groundwater monitering necessary
to enabple Yeou to identify with cercainty thes farthest
bouncaries of tha contaminatien, ¢r would additional
ronitoring possibly ravaal more centamination?

Is uranium contamination from Fernald in groundwater
actively coentinuing to spread? what, if anything, are
you doing wnich will immediately stop the sprzad of all
additicnal groundwater contamination from Fernald?
Further, in all of the areas where contaminaticn has
already baen discovered, have you pumped the groundwater
and treated it to remove the contaminants?

There continues to be pollution ¢f groundwater, as well
as o@f surface water in Paddy’s Creek, at Fernald as a
rosult of contaminatsd surface runoff and direct seepage
from the millions of pounds of radicactive and hazardous
wastas which are burisd in the waste pita in the
northwast area ¢f the planct.
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Are you ¢going to dig up these radicactive and hasgardous
vastas which are the source eof the contamination and
ramove tham rrom rernald or do yeu {ntend ¢to leave the
vastas burigd onsite? 3if you laave tha wvaatas buried in
place onsita, what specifically will yeu do t0 pravant
Additional c¢contaminatisn of groundwater and surface
wvaters from runcf? and seepage?

DOE i3 now almost four years behind schadula in meeting
its July 1986 agrsement with EPA to characterize all
vastas at Farnald inoluding the contents ¢¢
approximataly 45,000 drums of radioactive wastss, many
of which also contain hazardous wastes.

How much longer will wa wait befors the characterisation
of all of thesgse wastes -- ane of tha most kasic
requiremsents under the hazardous waste laws -- at
Farnald is completed?

Soze 43,000 drums 'of radiocactive and nixed wastas have
baen left outside, exposed to the aelsnents, at Fernald.
Some of the drums have leaked or overflowad fellowing
the panstration of rainwater and more than two tons of
wasta have escaped into the environment.

Knowing that the weathering of the drums i{s coentributing
to this polluticn, ars you building any weatherproot
structurss in which to house the druns?

Even more importantly, are you going to ship the
contents of the drums away from Pernald? O0Or, do you
intend to turn Fernald into a permanent storage sits for
these radicactive and hagardous wastea?

DOE’s "Tiger Team' complated its onsito assessmant of
environmental cenditions at the Fernald plant in Auqust
1989 and found the plant to be out of compliance with
the Resource Conservation and Racovery Act, the
Comprehaensive Environmental Response, Compensation and
Liability Act/Superfund Amendments Reauthorization Act,
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the National
Environmental Policy Act, as well as agrsements with EPA

and Chic EPA.

In Septamber 1989 you set a deadline of Octobar 20,
1989, for davelopment of an "Action Plan? to address the
multituds of problems identified by the Tigser Team. In
April 1990, you set a new deadlina of June 11, 1990, for
completion of the Action Plan. Now that deadline has

passed, unful?illed.
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Please furnish a copI of the f.inal Action plan for
Pornald. I2 tha Actien Plan ia not yet finallzed,
please furnish a copy cZ the most recent drafe.

The Subcommittme pearing will also give you an
ogpor:unity to give the remidants your overview of thae
situation -= past, presant and future -- at Fernald.
The residents are now bogged down in A minutiae of
datail caused by countlses mestings and committees with
overlapping jurisdictions established by DOX
bureaucratic adict. The psopls are wondering if they
will aver ses any action. This {s your opportunity to
clarify yeur answer.

DOE is foreing the residents to attampt to Keep up with
a prolifaracion of meetings featuring complex and highly
advanced technical discussion. This prasents a daunting
situation which has lad to spsculation that the
Dapartzent’s true goal is to stymie rather than enhance
citizen participation, How ars you going to change
DOE's approach to. this situation in order to genuinely
sarve the rights of the residents to be fully informed
participants in the cleanup of Fernald?

Please respond in rull to this requaest no later than Monday,

Juna 29%,

1990, Your complete rasponse should be dalivered to the

Subcommittoe offices in Room 324, House Annex 2, 2nd and D

Streaets,

I look forward to touring Fernald with yeu and to your
participation at the Subcommittae’s hearing.

aincani:,

THOMABS A. LUKEN
CHAIRMAN
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AGENDA
VISIT BY CONGRESSMAN TOM LUKEN
July 5, 1990

11100 Arrival, accese, intreductions
11:18 BSafety Orientation

TOUR

11:30 Dosimeter, urinalysis
11145 Don protective alothing =~ E8 & H Building

11:80 BuUllaing ¢ (unaerqround poola of uranium-contaninated

wvatsr)
K=68 silos
Plant Pad 1 (drum storags)

Waste pit area tour
Bouth plume on-site groundwatnr monitoring station

1115 Monitor out through visitor locker roem

PRESBS

All interestsd mambars of the press will accompany Congressman
Luken throughout the tour.

SUBCOMMITTEE FIELD HEARING

Suhbcommittee field hearing to begin at 1:30 at Crouby Township
Elemantary School following the tour.





