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Daar Admiral watkinr: 

I am writing to fnvi ta you to testify ar 3 fie16 hearing u t  * 

t h r  subcommittaa an Tranaportation and Hatarclous Matariala at 
1:30  p.ma an July 5 ,  1 9 9 0 .  The hsartng has been scheduled to 
enable tho SubcormPftb6 t e  determine on a current baeis  thr 
nature and extant of environmemai p o l l u t i o n  a t  the Department of  
Enmrgy's (DOE: Paed Materiale Prqduction Canter near Fernaid, 
Ohio, and t3 provide a char undorocanding of DOE'S plane 
reqardfnq env~ronmcnral cleanup and related natters.  The 
Subcammittse i~ also i n t a r a s t a d  in your tiaecirpony rrqaraing 
p o s s i b l e  future uses, if any, which DOG nay be aonstdering tor 
the Farnald plant .  

Further, 2 am iRVf);ipig you to ju in  ma i r :  touring tha Furnald 
plrsnc at: t 1 : d O  a.ma on July 3 ,  i g g o ,  prior to tho hsarlng. 
dopy o f  the proposed agenda f o r  tha taurr ls  attached. 

A 

A s  you are awuce, this is t h o  t h f r d  tine t h i s  year t h a c  I 

Your inabL1Lty t o  v i a i t  the plant has 

have writtah to you tha t  w e  8hOUld v i s i t  ~ a r n a i b  togethmr to 
amsea8 the situation tbere Flrst-hand in oreer to bring about an 
ekpedited clmanup plan,  
oraatod th. frnpraueian tmt tr,a ccnrainment o t  dangerous 
tadfoaative and hazaz:douu waates and the oleanup of maaeive 
en*ironmontal contamination e t  Fernaid are not among the 
prioritiee of t o p  laaderahip of m a  current Emrgy bepartmant. 

p l a n s  far future usas of Fernald am wail as for cleanup of the 
site. f strongly urge you t o  taka m i s  opportunity t o  V i d e  
F8rnald to c l a r i f y  the Depmrfzrnf's Intantione regarding tho 
future of tha plant. 

AdUitiOnal2y, "cere i e  much pirb lk  speculatfon about DOE'& 



c I 

Meroover, i n  O ~ ~ C L I  to fuxthel: thr Subcommittee's 
underatanding o f  pex-tinonr mattars prior to thr hearfnq, and 
pursuant to Rulee x and XI cf thr U.8. House u t  Representatives, 
the Subcommittee rewoatr t h a t  you reepond t o  the following: 

I. On May 7 ,  1990, Deputy Seareta Henson Moore v i s i t e d  

plant  to a tachnoloqfcal  canter f o r  the development 02' 
new aleanup ~roc~dutea. ~ l r a e e  furnish coplee of all 
fietea, samoranda and other eatuments in cne poesarcton 
o f  W E  which disause t h i e  proposal or any other 
pkoposals regarding future uses or  L l o  Fernald site. 

tachnological center ror the dmvalopment o f  new cleanup 
proceduree r a m l t  In ths tranmport of waetei  to Fernaid 
From other qov+mment-owned or prfvately-own8d af toe? 

Pernald and raised t h e  paesibfA,ty 7 o f  converting t h e  

a .  would the aonverston o f  t h e  ~ o r n a L d  r f t a  to a 

3 .  I n  your Five-Year P l a n ,  YOU projeoted a budqmt ol S L 4 6 . 5  
million f o r  PY 1991 f o r  environmental cleanup at 
Bernald. Hiowevat, the t o t n l  e m s t  o f  a complete cleanup 
xith rrmoval cr contaminacfon at Fernald would be 6s 
billion, nacors!iq to DoZ'a 2010 Rcporz. m a t  would 
mean 8 uchcdula of over t h i r t y  p a r e  basad on thr level  
of rtrndhg provided t o t  fa thr Five-Year Plan, which on 
an annual b U 5 F S  is apprcximatuly 3 %  of the t o t a l .  Xn 
the meantime, t h e  FadioaCZfVU p o l l a t i o n  at Fernala will 
spread. 
uleanug? 

How do Y O U  jurzi iy  allowing t h i s  elow paos o t  
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what aproifio BUbefan008 arw i n  tho K-65 riAom? Havr 
you w a n  rompletad uampLing of thm ailraa' aontontm? 

X r r  you 90i:ia t o  Famove t h e  uomixm from t h o  datmrioratrd 
K-65 s i l o s  aha ahip them trom Pernald or do you intend 
tu h a v e  tkam permanently La 8ntombmenf a t  Fernaid in 
order C,O 88VB money at tnm axpenoe o f  alleviating h 
hazard t o  the health cf hundreda of thousands of people * 

i n  I inrni l ton County? 

What i e  the f a r t h e s t  d h t o n c r  oZZ-trite that; uranium 
awntamination o t  qroundwator i a  known to have apxoaQ 
from Fernald ? Furthar, ploaae f u r n i s h  a map o f  th8 
Fernald site and SurrounUinp area6 which shows th8 known 
bOUndari88 of a l l  onmito and oZf-site yroundwatmr 
aantarnination. 

Have you complrted a l l  qroundwatar monitoring neoeeeary 
to anable you to idenrify with certainty the fartheet  
bounaarim of tha contammatton,  o r  would addi t iona l  
conitoring p o e e i b l y  r a v a r l  mora ccntaminarlon? 

IE uranium contamination f rom FeYnald in groundwrtet 
actAveLy conclnuing to spread? mat, lf anythinq,  are 
you doin5 wnich w i l l  ilamediately atop the aprsod or all 
a d d i t i o n a l  groundwater contamination from Fornald? 
Further, in a i 1  of the areas w e r e  contamination ha* 
already been diecovered, have you pump04 the groundwater 
and t r e a t e d  it to remova th8 oontaminants? 

Thexe contfnuas t u  b m  pollution of groundwater, a8 well 
am o f  surface water i n  Paddy's Creek, at rernaLd 6s ta 
result of  concaminatmd rurfaee runoff and direct seepcqa 
from t!la nllllons of pound8 of radioactive and hazardouo 
wasteo wniet? aru buried f n  the waete p i t a  i n  thm 
northwest area c i  thm glanr. 



nuah lonqor w i l l  YI wait; botorm t h r  ohwaoteriaatfon 
of a11 o f  t5rse wastes -- one of the most baric 
raquitementr under t h e  hagardous waete law8 -- at 
Pernald i e  complmted? 

12. So38 4 3 , 0 0 0  drums-of radioactive and nixed wrotos hava 
been l a t t  outaide, exposed t o  the olrrnonts, a t  P8mald. 
Some of the drums have leaked o r  overflowed following 
the panatration of rninwacer and more than two tons of  
waste h a w  escaped into the awironment. 

Knawtng that  the  weathering OS t h e  drums la contributing 
tu this polluticn, are you bui ld ing  any weatherproof 
otructurss i n  which ea hour. the drurar? 

Even more importantly, are ~ Q U  going to a h f p  the 
Cmtenta  o f  the drumc away from Pernald? Or, do YOU 
in trnd  t a  turn Fernald i n t o  a prrmanent Sforage site for  
thqsc radioactive and hagardous wnstae? 

13. DOE'S "Tigbr Teamn cornplated i t s  onmito am8raament bf 
environmental C Q n d i t f O n 8  at the Fernald plant i n  August 
1989 and Ceund the plant t o  be aut of aompll8no~ with 
the Resourcs Coneervhtion and Raaavrry Act, -8 
Comprehenaive Environmental Raaponat), Campaneation and 
Llabillty Act/SuperfUnd Amendment6 Reaufhorizatian Act, 
the ~ l s a n  Air Act, the ~ h a n  thtar Act, and fhe National 
IW~ronmentsl policy Act, a~ well am agrommrnts with EPA 
and Ohfa EPA. 

fn 68ptembmr 1989 you set a deadline of Oetobrr 2 0 ,  
1 9 8 9 #  for davelopment. of an rtActian Pt&nH to addrelre the 
multitude of groblt3m6 identifled by kha Tiger T88m. 
April 1990, you eet  A new d 8 a d l h e  of June 11, 1980, far 
Cornpletfon of the Action Plan.  
pameed, unlulZilled. 

I n  

HOW that deadline has 
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L$. Ttrr auboommittmcr iamrring w i t 1  a h a  give y ~ u  an 
o portunity t o  give tha xamidanta your ov+rviw of tha 
8 P tuation -- part ,  prmrrnt and iuturm -- a t  r+rraaLd. 
~ h r  rmridentu axw now boggud down Ln B mtnutltacr a i  
dmtril aaurrd b 

bureauaraf 1 c .diet. 
will BVOC a m  any aation, 
olarity yeut anmw~)r* 

DOE f @  fOrulng tho rmoidanri to attsmpt t o  )Coop up wItn 
a proliferation of meetingb faaturinq aemplax and h i g h l y  
advanced trchnieal  diaauesion, Tnie prerents a daunting 
situation ~ h l c h  has led to spaculation t h a t  the 
Degartzant'g true 

DOE'S approach ta t h h  &ittuation in order to gonufn8ly 
8erve We right8 of the residents t o  be f u l l y  inforrrred 
participants in the almanup of Fsrnatd? 

uounthes arastLnga and o~lll~oltttoar with 
ovarlrppin jur,rdiotionr Y e r t a b l b h o d  by 008 

Thr paopl. are wondering i f  they 
%is i r  your opportunity t o  

oal irr t o  lrtytnie rather than enhance 
citizen garticipat Y on, HOW ttra you going to ahanga 

Pleaso rmmportb l r r  f u l l  tc this rsqueet: no later than Monday, 
Your complrte reepanse ehould bm drlivered tu the June 29,  1990, 

Subcommittee offloea fn Room 3 2 4 ,  Weuoe Anne% I, 2nd and D 
Streefe, S.W., Wrehl~aqton, D.C. 20515,  

participation at the gubcommfttae's hearing. 
X look foriard to t a u r i n g  Fernald w i t h  yau and to your 
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~ 1 ~ 3 0  Doritnprkrr, urinalyrir 
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l%r$Q 

Don protsotive alothing - E8 t H Building 
nullding 6 (underground pools oi uranlw-aontaminatad 

K-68 dlor 
Plant: pad I (arum stora9q) 
Wamte p i t  &rea tour 
south plumr on-.ita Bmundwatrr monitoring beation 

Wat8r 

ita3 Hanitor out through v i s i t o r  locker room 

A l l  intererrted memwrs o f  the prose w i U  aoeompany c o n q r a a 8 ~ ~ a n  
Luken throuqhaut thm tour. 

SUBCOMMITTEE FIgLD HEARING 

BukC~nmittee f i e l d  nearing to boqin at; 1:30 a t  Croeby Town8bfp 
xlemsnfary bchool gallowing th6 tour. 




