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M S .  LEACH: Good evening and welcome. 

I'll be the person presiding tonight. My name is 

Patty Leach. I'm here, I was asked. to participate 

tonight because' I'm the Natural Resources Chair for 

the area League of Women Voters. 

We are an organization devoted to the 

active participation in public affairs of an informed 

citizenry. --Tonight provides an excellent opportunity. 

Part of our national and local natural resources 

position is to support an environment beneficial to 

life. Another part is to encourage citizen action. 

So- naturally I got the double whammy 

tonight. S o  I was. eager to participate in this 

meeting in spite of the fact that I have to miss both 

of my children playing knothole baseball. So I 

appreciate. how hard it can be to come to meetings 

sometimes, and I welcome you and realize that you may 

have given, up things? to come tonight, and I am glad 

you did and I encourage each and every one of you to 

speak up when the time comes. 

The purpose of this evening's meeting 

is to receive public comments on the issues to be 

addressed in the, draft Environmental Impact Statement, 

which is called the EIS. There's a little cheat sheet 

Yp+**%~ 
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to tell you all these letters in your packet that you 

found on your chairs, for the Remedial Investigation/ 

Feasibility Study, also known as RI/FS, at the 

Department of Energy, D O E ,  Feed Materials Production 

Center, FMPC. The document is known a s  the RI/FS-EIS, 

The intent of this draft RI/FS-EIS is 

to assess the potential socioeconomic and 

environmental impacts of the proposed cleanup actions 

at the FMPC. If these-letters-start coming tpo fast, 

just get out that little sheet again and you can see 

what each thing stands for. 

./ 

Before proceeding, I would like to 

introduce you to the DOE representatives at the.fr.ont 

table. In the middle is Randi Allen. She's the 

Program Manager for restoration activity at the FMPC 

under the Environmental Restoration Waste Management 

0f.fice at the DOE office in Washington, DC. She is 

responsible. for the preparation of the FMPC's budget, 

providing program oversight and technical guidance. 

Randi has an engineering degree from Penn State 

Univers-i.t.y- and, has been working with the Departme.nt 0 . f .  ::..:.. - .. . . ..,=- 
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3 9 4  
Manager at the Fernald site and is responsible for the 

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study. He's been 

managing the cleanup' of radioactively contaminated 

sites for 4 years and has 13 years of engineering and 

geology experience. He has a Bachelor's degree in 

geology from the University of Tennessee. 

The closest to me is Behram Shroff, 

the environmental engineer for the Department of 

Energy at the Fernald site. Mr. Shroff has program 

responsibility for the N E P A  documents. He graduated 

from the University of California in Berkeley and from 

Georgia Tech. He has over ten years of experience in 

the environmental area. 

Now I'd like to tell you what's going 

to take place tonight, give you an idea of the agenda. 

Remember that if you want to speak and have not 

already done s o ,  you register to speak at the back 

table. 

There are also forms for written 

comments available at the back table and if you do not 

feel comfortable OK. prepared to speak tonight, please 

g'et a form and either write it down tonight and turn 

i.t right back in or mai.1 it. There was a request last 

night to extend the deadline from, an extra week from 

1 (513) 381-3330 
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J u n e  2 2 n d ,  s o  y o u  now h a v e  u n t i l  J u n e  2 9 t h  t o  s e n d  
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b a c k  t h e  f o r m ,  s e n d  i n  y o u r  c o m m e n t s .  

I f  y o u  d e c i d e  t o  s p e a k  d u r i n g  t h e  

m e e t i n g ,  p l e a s e  g e t  u p  a n d  r e g i s t e r  t o ,  s p e a k ,  Y O U  a r e  

f r e e  t o  d o  t h a t  a t  a n y  t i m e .  

I Now Mr. S h r o f f  w i l l  s p e a k  t o  u s  t o  l e t  
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u s  know w h a t  i s  -- t o  i n t r o d u c e ,  t o  t e l l  u s  w h a t  t h e  

p r o p o s e d  a c t i o n  i s  a n d  w h a t  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  h e r e  t o n i g h t .  

MR. SHROFF: T h a n k - y o u ,  P a t t y  L e a c h .  

And t h a n k  y o u  a l l  for c o m i n g  t h i s  e v e n i n g .  I ' m  g o i n g  

t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  my r e m a r k s  o n  t w o  m a i n  t o p i c s ,  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  w h a t  t h i s  EIS i s  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  

w e  go  t h r o u g h  t h e  E I S .  

L e t  m e  s t a r t  b y  t e l l i n g  y o u  w h a t  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  E I S  i s .  E I S  s t a n d s  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t ,  E I S  f o r  s h o r t .  And i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  

w h e n e v e r  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r t a k e s  w h a t  i s  

known as ,  a m a j o r  a c t i o n ,  

T h e  c l e a n u p  o f  F e r n a l d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a 

m a j o r  a c t i o n .  And b e c a u s e  i t  is  s u c h ,  w e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  

b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  A c t  t o  wr i t e  a n  

E n v i r o n m e n t a P  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  . 
And w e  a r e  he re  t o d a y  t o  l i s t e n , .  t o  

w h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  how w e  p r o v i d e  t h e  
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framework or the scope of this EIS, The objective of 

the EIS is to evaluate alternatives to accomplish the 

cleanup. After evaluating- the alternatives, to choose 

what is known as a preferred alternative. In a 

nutshell, that is what the EIS is all a-bout. 

Now, let's discuss the process of how 

we go about preparing the EIS, A s  Patty Leach 

mentioned, in your handout there is this diagram, this 
- -  

flow chart, that shows how the EIS process takes place 

This is a very simple flow chart. There are no 

details to it, but i t  does-.provide the basic idea. 

The process starts with an announcement 

in the Federal Register by the Department of Energy of 

oar intention to prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement. That's what kicks the whole thing off. A 

Notice of Intent contains background information on 

the site, a description of Fernald; there's also a 

discussion of how previous industrial activity at 

Fernald contributed to contamination. 

Following this is an outline of how the 

contaminated sites are divided up into study areas. 

The study a-reas are identified in your handout as 

operab.le units. That's. the. DOE jargon for study area. 

1 (513) 381-3330 
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b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  o n e  a n d  e n d i n g  u p  w i t h  f i v e .  A t  t h e  

b a c k  o f  n u m b e r  f i v e .  t h e r e  i s  t h i s  map t h a t  t r i e s  t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  e a c h  o n e  o f  t hese  

o p e r a b l e  u n i t s .  

E a c h  o p e r a b l e  u n i t  o r  s t u d y  a r e a  h a s  a 

common t h e m e  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  i t ,  a n d  I ' l l  j u s t  q u i c k l y  

g o  t h r o u g h  w h a t  t h e y  a r e .  O p e r a b l e  U n i t  Number 1 

i n c l u d e s  t h e  w a s t e  p i t s . -  O p e r a b l e  U n i t  N u m b e r  2 

c o n t a i n s  s o l i d  w a s t e  a r e a s  l i k e  s l u d g e  p o n d s  a n d  t h e  

l ' a n d f i l l ,  f l y  a s h  p i l e  a n d  t h e  l i k e .  O p e r a b l e  U n i t  

Number  3 c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a r e a s  w h e r e . t h e -  

f o u n d r y  was .  O p e r a b l e  U n i t  N u m b e r  4 c o v e r s  t h e  silos 

t h a t  s t o r e  t h e  o r e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  m e t a l  w a s  p r o d u c e $ .  

And U n i t  Number  5 a d d r e s s e s  t h e  o v e r a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t , v '  

t h e  a i r ,  t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  t h e  so i l :  

H a v i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e s e  s t u d y  a r e a s  0 3  

o p e r a b l e  u n i t s ,  D O E  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  US E P A  

m u s t  p r o v i d e  c l e a n u p  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  T h e  h a n d o u t  

c o n t a i n s  t h e  d e t a i l s -  o f  w h a t  some o f  t h e s e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  m i g h t  be .  T h e y ' r e  t o o  n u m e r o u s  f o r  m e  t o  

g o  t h r o u g h . .  I.' i n v i t e - .  y o u -  t o -  l o o k  a - t  t h e m .  a t . . y o u r , .  

1 . i e s u r e .  1.n - b r i e f  t h e y -  c .an be summa.r . iz ' ed  a s  t .h r -ee : .  

d - i s . t  i n c  t type: .  o f  c l e a . n u p  a c t  i o n s ; ; .  i s o l a t i o n . ,  

s t a b i . l i z a t i o n ,  and- r e m o v a l . :  And I w.ou1d j u s t  l i k e  t o  

. . _  : . .  
. . .  . . i . -  

. .  . .. 

. .  . 
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describe in a very simple way what each one of these 

consists of. 

 solation, for example, if we have a 

waste pit in which contaminated material might have 

been dumped years ago, most of these waste pits were 

never lined with clay or any other kind of liner. It 

allowed the contamination to migrate and to get into 

the environment, cause a problem. One of the 

solutions we're propos-ing is to line the pit with a- 

synthetic liner to contain the contarnination and to 

keep i t  from migrating, 

The other possible action is isolation 

of the contamination. Again an example. Supposing 

you had a pile of contaminated soil. There are 

techniques available today where you could pass a 

current through this contaminated soil, add silica or 

sand and fuse the whole mass together into an 

immovable mass, again containing the contamination and 

preventing its migration. 

And then of course there's another 

option, which is one of removal. You just take the 

stuff, either store it on site or remove it to a 

permanent storage facility. 

So in brief, these are the three 
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p o s s i b l e  o p t i o n s  o r  v a r i a t i o n s  t h e r e o f ,  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  

i s o l a t i o n ,  o r  r e m o v a l .  

Wha t  w e  n e e d  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  t o d a y  a r e  

c o m m e n t s  o n  w h i c h  i s s u e s  y o u  t h i n k  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  E I S ,  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  

a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  w h a t  i s s u e s  a r e  i m p o r t a ' n t  t o ,  y o u .  And 

t h e n  we w i l l  u s e  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  t o  s a y  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  c l e a n u p .  T h a t ' s  t h e  w h o l e  i d e a  

b e h i n d  t h e - E I S .  And t h e n  a p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  w j l l  

be- c h o s e n . .  

Wha t  y o u  s a y  w i l l  b e  r e c o r d e d ,  a s  s h e ' s  

r e c o r d i n g  my c o m m e n t s ,  a n d  t a k e n  a c c o u n t  o f  a s  t h e  E I S  

i s  p r e p a r e d .  A f t e r  t o d a y ' s  m e e t i n g ,  DOE'S f i r s t  s t e p  

w i l l  be  t o  p r e p a r e  a n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  S t a t e m e n t  

i m p l e m e n - t a t i o n  p l a n .  T h i s ,  t o o ,  is o n e ' o f  t h e  b o x e s  

o n  t h i s -  c h a r t ,  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  o n  t h e  l e f t .  And 

-Just  q u i c k l y  d e s c r i b e .  t h e -  s u b s e q u e n t  b o x e s  a r e  s t e p s  

t .o.<'be.  .. t a k - e - n  .- 
T h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  p l a n  will d - e f i n e  t h e  

i s s u e s  o f  c o n c e r n  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  h e r e  t o d a y  a s  

w e l l  a.s t h e  ones :  t h a t  were- r a i s e d -  a t .  $ e s : t e r d a y ,  

m . e e t i n g : . .  T h i s .  w i l l  be f o l l o w e d :  b y  a s t u d y  p e r  
- .  . 

. .  

p r e l i m i n a r y  d o c u m e n t .  

1 (513) 381-3330 
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: 1  O n c e  t h e  d r a f t  i s  p u b l i s h e d , :  t h e r e  w i l l  

b e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  c o m m e n t  t i m e  wh ' e re  t h e  

p u b l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

a g e n c i e s  c a n  l o o k  a t  t h i s  d o c u m e n t ,  e v a l u a t e  i t ,  a n d  

c o m m e n t  o n  i t s  s u f f i c i e n c y  o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f . .  T h e s e  

c o m m e n t s  a r e  t h e n  t a k e n  b y  o u r  c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  w h a t  i s  known a s  t h e  f i n a l  E I S .  

A f t e r  t h e  f i . n a l  E I S  i s  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e r e  i s  w h a t  is- 

k n o w n  a s  a R e c o r d  o f  D e c i s i o n  o r  R O D .  T h e  R e c o r d  o f  
- 

lo D e c i s i o n  l a y s  o u t  t h e  c h o i c e ,  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  c l e a n u p  

11 o p t i o n  o r  a l t e r n a t i v e .  

12 B e f o r e  I f i n i s h ,  I w a n t  t o  q u i c k l y  

l3 a d d r e s s  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  E I S  t h a t  F e r n a l d  

l4 h a s  h a d  u n d e r  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  some t i m e .  I t ' s  now i n  

l5 i t s  d r a f t  f o r m ,  i t  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  E I S .  I t  

l6 a d d r e s s e s  r e n o v - a t i o n s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  

l7 F e r n a l d  t o  a d d r e s s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  a s  

18 w e l l  a s  p r o d u c t i o n .  

19 When t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  EIS w a s  s c o p e d  a t  

20 a m e e t i n g  j u s t  l i k e  t h i s  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

21 a r e  p r e s e n t  h e r e .  who were a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g .  When t h i s  

22 w a s  s c o p e d . ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  p r e p a r e  a n  E I S  t o  

23 a d d r e s s  r e n o v a t i o n .  a n d  c l e a n u p .  

24 I n  1 9 8 6  D O E  s i g n e d  a f e d e r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
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c o m p l i a n c e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  US E P A ,  T h a t  c o m p l i a n c e  

a g r e e m e n t  r e q u i r e d  u s  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  w h a t  is! known a s . . a  

Remed i a 1 

f o r  s h o r t .  W e  h a v e  t o  d o  t h i s  R I / F S .  p r o c e s k  b e f o r e  w e  

c a n  i d e n t i f y  c l e a n u p  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

w a s  d o n e  i n  1 9 8 6  D O E  d i d  n o t  h a v e  e n o u g h .  i n 7 f b r m a t i o n -  

o n  t h e  c l e a n u p  o p t i o n s  t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h a t ,  i n '  1 9 8 8  t h e  R I / F S  a s p e c t  o f  t h a t  E I S  

I n v e s t i g a t i -o  n a n d  Fe-a s i b i 1 i t y S t u d y  , R I /FS 

.. ;. 

. ..* 

A t  t h e  ! t i m e  t h i s  
.-__ 
rl 

was s e p a r a t e d  a n d  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  d o  t h e  E I S  o n l y  o n  

r e n o v a t i o n  a n d  t o  d e f e r  t h e  RI/FS a s p e c t  t o  a n o t h e r  

E I S .  T h a t  i s  why w e  a r e  h e r e  t o d a y . -  

I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  be  w e l l  t o  b r i n g  u p  

some o f  t h e  c o m m e n t s  t h a t  were r a i s e d  a t  t h e  s c o p i n g -  

m e e t i n g  i n  1 9 8 6  when  t h a t  E I S  was u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  

W h a t e v e r  was  s a i d  a t  t h a t  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  s c o p i n g  w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  be  t a k e n  a c c o u n t  o f  f o r  t h i s  E I S .  And I 

w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  s o m e  o f  t h e m  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  

h e l p  y o u  t o  f o c u s  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  o n  s o m e  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  c o n s i d e r  h e r e  f o r  t h i s  R I / F S - E I S ,  

T h e  c o n c e r n s  r a i s e d  i n  1 9 8 6  a r e  t h e  
_... . .  . ,:. . ;.....,> . , <,.> . . . 
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- .  

o f  t e s t i n g  f o r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  m o n i t o r i n g ,  a i r  q u a l i t y  

c o n d i t i o n s ;  e c o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s ,  s o i l ,  w a s t e ,  p l a n t s  
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and animals; transportation issues; complete review of 

alternatives, economic impacts and risk assessment. 

These concerns are on record and they will.be used to 

scope the RI/FS-EIS that we are here today to discuss. 

I want to emphasize that we want to 

hear your comments about the issues that you consider 

important for this RI/FS-EIS. That is the main 

purpose of this meeting. 

Before closing I want to emphasize the 

fact that this EIS is an integral part of the RI/FS. 

I t  is not a separate EIS by itself. It is part of the 

RI/FS process, and I won't go into the details because 

they are too complicated. There are not going to be 

five EIS's, contrary to what some people think. 

There's one EIS for all five study areas or operable 

units. 

This RI/FS-EIS will be one document. 

It will evaluate the cleanup alternatives for the five 

study areas that I described and that is all it will 

be. We don't intend to move this into five separate 

EIS's by any means. 

With that I would like to conclude and 
, 

invite your comments on the scoping process. 1,'ll 

turn it back to Patty Leach, who will describe the 

12 
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p e o p l e  who a r e  h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  f i n d  o u t  o t h e r  d e t a i l s  

a b o u t  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  s a y .  

N o w  I ' l l  l e t  y o u  know w . h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  
5 . 

g o  o n  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  I w a n t  t o  show-  y o u  

f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  i n  t h e  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  r o o m  t o  r e c o r d  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y .  So t h e  

w o r d s  t h a t  y o u  s a . y  w i l l  b e  w r i t t e n  down  a n d  s a v e d .  I n  

f a c t ,  y o u  h a v e - t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  a c o p y  0.f w h a t  

i s  s-a.id t o n i g h t  and- .  a l s o -  w h a t  was s a i d  l a - s t  n i g h t  a t  

Ross H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  a s i m i l a r  m e e t i n g .  

T h e  s p e a k e r s  who w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s p e a k  
. .  - . - . . .  

a r e  a s k e d  t o -  u s e  t h e  m i c r o p h o n e  a n d .  come u p  when the.5.r.:::'. 

n a m e  i s  c a l l e d - .  P l ea - se  when y o u  s p e a k . '  g . i v e  y o u r  nam-e'.)'-' 

y o u r  o r g a n i z a - t i o n a l  a f . f  i l i a t i o n  i f .  y o u  h a v e :  o n e .  An?:.:.: ... . . .. 

i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  s p e a k ,  b u t  i f  y o u  a r e  i n . .  
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p r o c e s s  o f  how t h i s  m e e t i n g  i s  t o  g o  o n  f r o m  t h i s  

p o i n t  o n .  T h a n k  y o u .  

MS. L E A C H :  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  much .  I 

h o p e  t h a t  t h e s e  c o m m e n t s  h a v e  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t o  y o u  

w h a t  y o u r  c h a r g e  i s  t o n i g h t ,  w h a t  y o u ' r e  t o  d o .  I f  

y o u  d o  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a b r e a k  o r  a f t e r  

t h e  m e e t i n g  y o u  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y .  I f  y o u  h a v e  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  how t o  p r e p a r e  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o  S a y ,  

I y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k  t o  some o f  t h e  
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a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  y o u  may w a n t  t o  m e n t i o n  i t ,  a n d  a l s o  

y o u r  a d d r e s s .  Y o u ' l l  be  g i v e n  f i v e  m i n u t e s  t o  s p e a k  

a n d  I h a v e  my l i t t l e  t i m e r .  A f t e r  f o u r  a n d  a h a l f  

m i n u t e s  I ' l l  s t a r t  w a v i n g  my a r m s .  

I f  y o u  n e e d  t o  s p e a k  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  

m i n u t e s ,  y o u  m a y ,  b u t  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  f a i r  t o  e v e r y o n e ,  

w e  w j l l  s t o p  e a c h  s p e a k e r  a f t e r  f i v e  m i n u t e s  a n d  t h e n  

a f t e r  e a c h  p e r s o n  h a s  s p o k e n . o n c e ,  i f  y o u  r e - r e g i s t e r  

y o u  may s p e a k  a s e c o n d  t i m e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  e x h i b i t s  o r  
- 

w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t s  t o  a c c o m p a n y  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y ,  p l e a s e  

h a n d  t h e m  t o  m e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y  f o r  e n t r y  

i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d .  

D o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  w r i t t e n  c o m m e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  

f o r m s  o n  t h e  b a c k  t a b l e ,  a n d  t h e y  c a n  be s u b m i t t e d  

e i t h e r  t o n i g h t  o r  m a i l e d  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  p r o v i d e d  o n  

t h e  b a c k  o f  i t  b y  J u n e  2 9 t h .  You may see t h e  2 2 n d  

w r i t t e n  o n  s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  

2 9 t h .  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

E n e r g y  a r e  h e r e  t o n i g h t  t o  l i s t e n  t o  y o u ,  t o  u s ,  t o  

t h e .  p u b l i c  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  a r e  

r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  a n d  t o  m a k e .  s u r e  t h a t  w e  

i n c l u d e  y o u r  c o n c e r n s ,  o u r  c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  d r a f t  
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RI/FS-EIS. This isn't a question and answer forum. 

T h e  DOE staff is here to listen to your testimony. 

Is it Leising, David Leising? You'll 

c o r r e c t  m e  please on the pronunciation. 

1 
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M R .  L E I S I N G :  T h a t ' s  D a v i d  L e i s i n g .  

I ' m  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  C i n c i n n a t i  S A N E / F R E E Z E  c a m p a i g n  

f o r  g l o b a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  O h i o  S A N E / F R E E Z E  c a m p a i g n  

f o r  g l o b a l  s e c u r i t y .  I w i l l  m a k e  my c o m m e n t s  b r i e f .  

A s  f a r  a s  a r e a s  o n e ,  t w o ,  a n d  f o u r ,  w e  

a r e  o p p o s e d  t o  d u m p i n g  a n y m o r e  r a d i o a c t i v e  h e a v y  

m e t a l s  o r  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  e i t h e r  i n t o  t h e  a i r  o r  

i n t o  t h e  g r o . u n d .  We o p p o s e  a n y m o r e  c l e a n u p  t h a t  

c r e a t e s  new p o l l u t i o n ;  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  l i q u i d  w a s t e  

t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a n y t h i n g  i n t o  t h e  G r e a t  M i a m i  R i v e r .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t  w e  p r e f e r  s e e i n g  t h e  w a s t e  i s o l a t e d  o n  t h e  

s i t e ,  t r e a t e d  a n d  i s o l a t e d .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  w e ' v e  b e e n  aware  o f  h o p p e r s  

t h a t  l e a k e d  a s  w a s t e  was t r a n s p o r t e d  a n d  m a t e r i a l  was  

t r a n s p o r t e d ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  n o  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  

n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I ' v e  h e a r d  t h e  q u o t e  b e f o r e  

f r o m  o t h e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  a r e a  w e  d o n ' t  t r u s t  t h e  D O E  

t o  t r u c k  t h e  s t u f f  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  l e t  a l o n e  a c r o s s  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  

S e c o n d ,  I t h i n k  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a r e  

o f t e n  t a r g e t t e d  a s  t h i n k i n g ,  n o t  my b a c k  y a r d ,  w e  

s i m p l y  w a n t  t h e  w a s t e  o u t  o f  o u r  a r e a  a n d  w e  w i l l  b e  

s a t i s f i e d .  W e l l ,  we ' r e  n o t  c o n t e n t  j u s t  t o  p a . s s  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o n  t o  N e v a d a  o r  N e w  M e x i c o  o r  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e .  



1 

2 

3 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
. .  

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s t o r a g e ,  i f  s t o r e d  o n  

s i t e  s h o u l d  be t o r n a d o  r e s i s t a n t .  T h e  r e c e n t  

e x p e r i e n c e  w e  h a d  wh .e re  a t o r n a d o  came w i t h i n  a m i l e  

a n d  a f o u r t h  o f  t h e  F e r n a l d  p l a n t  I t h i n k  i s  a m p l e  

e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h a z a r d o u s  s t o r a g e  m u s t  be  t o r n a d o  

r e s i s t a n t .  

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r m w a t e r  r u n o f f  

s h o u l d  be s t o p p e d  a n d  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  s e d i m e n t  r e m o v e d  

f r o m  P a d d y s  Run.  

W e  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s ee  a b o a r d  of 

l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  DOE s e t  u p  t o  o v e r s e e  

c l e a n u p  o f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  T h e  DOE w e  know i s  

s e n s i t i v e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  t o -  c h a n g e s  i n  

p o l i t i c a l  a d m i n i s t . r a t i o n ,  b u d g e t  c u t s .  W e  f e e l  l o c a l  

c i t i z e n s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  s o m e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h e r e .  

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s ee  t h e  f u n d s  

p r o j e c t e d  i n  a d v a n c e .  W e  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  see  a n y  

c l e a n u p  p r o g r a m  a s  t h e  DOE c a n  a f f o r d  i t ,  b e c a u s e  i f  

t h e  D O E  h a s r t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  

t i m e  p e r i o d  o r  p u t  o f f  c l e a n u p  a c t i v i t i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  t o  u s  i s  a g u a r a n t e e  t h e y  w i l l  g o  

a f t e r  t h e  f u n d s .  

L a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  s i n c e  i t  was 

b r o u g h t  u p  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  E I S .  

1 (513) 381 -3330 
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W e  believe that absolutely no m o r e  funds should be 

spent on rehabilitation production facilities when 

funding for cleanup 'is i n  question. I f  i t . t a k e s  every 

penny the D O E  has to clean 

done. Thank you. 

MS. L E A C H :  

any other speakers? 

up, that is what should be 
1 

Last call. Are there are 

1 (513) 381-3330 
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M S .  L E A C H :  Mr. Greg Hume. 

M R .  H O M E :  Thank you. I sort of 

debated whether or not I should do this. My name is 

Greg Hume, and I am representing myself as a- resident 

of Hamilton, Ohio. My address is 3 7 2  South D Street. 

. I feel somewhat presumptuous in 

addressing this group since last night's meeting was 

my first on this subject. For some time now I've been 

reading about 'the issues in- the newspapPrs and the 

Lane Library. I worked in the nuclear industry from 

'71 to '75 as a supervisor in purchasing and 

manufacturing. 

Some of my comments and questions 

directed at the Department of Energy and some to the 

Fernald area residents. They are not directed to 

technical issues but rather at the decision-making 

process. I believe that everyone in this room is in 

agreement with the vision of an environment 

surrounding the FMPC reservation which is free of 

nuclear and chemical contamination and certain to 

remain s o .  Fernald residents want this based on 

obvious concerns about health, property values, along 

this line. DOE is compelled to support this vision 

due to federal and environment regulations and the 

11 
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opposition to other production facilities. 

Given this common goal, I am concerned 

at the adversarial relationship that has developed 

between the two groups. The reasons for this 

opposition are obvious in view of the waste treatment 

history for the last five years. Regardless of origin 

however, this relationship must improv-e to provide the 

c; 

- 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

best possible solution for environmental cleanup. 

I think DOE'S decision to pursue 

separate RI/FS-EIS has led to a loss of credibility 

with the residents. I would ask that these questions, 

these are rhetorical questions, if you will, but I 

would suggest that they be addressed in terms of.the 

RI/FS. 

What steps will D O E  take to regain its 

loss of credibility based on this issue? 

Two, does D O E  plan to involve Fernald 
l8 I 
19 

20 

21 

residents during the actual study and recommendation 

process or will public involvement be limited to 

f o rma 1 mee t i ng.s? 

Does DOE' plan to issue interim reports 
22 I 
23 

24 

on RI/FS progress. to the public? If s o ,  with what 

frequency? 
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What steps are DOE and E P A  joined in 

taking to simplify and speed u p  the approval process? 

What can be done to keep the public 

informed of cleanup progress in non-technical, plain 

English? 

Within D O E ,  what is being done to, 

create and communicate a sense of urgency? Are there 

some materials for which the-re is a clearly defined 

permanent solution? I recommend that D O E  identify 

those and begin the cleanup process tomorrow. 

This controversy has created a sense o 

fear in the community, fear of the environmental 

hazards and fear that D O E  will do nothing about it. 

What is DOE doing to resolve these fears? 

To Fernald area residents, I offer the 

following comments. Please keep in mind that no 

matter how angry you are at D O E  for creating this 

problem, the people who currently represent D O E  are 

charged with the responsibility for cleanup. It's a 

very, very great temptation to unload all your 

frustrations on them at every opportunity. That woul 

be a mistake. 

As a former bureaucrat, I know that th 

easiest way to frustrate people who are making your 
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l i f e  m i s e r a b l e  i s  t o  s e a r c h  o u t  a n d  f o l l o w  e a c h  a n d  

e v e r y  r e g u l a t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  a p p l y  t o  t h e  

l e t t e r  o f  t h e  l a w .  I t ' s  a a f o r m  o f  p a s s i v e  h o s t i l i t y ,  

a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  n o t h i n g  g e t s  d o n e .  I f  D O E  

t a k e s  a s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  

r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  s u c h .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  I w o u l d  u r g e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  

t o  t u r n  t h e i r  

c a n  b e g i n  s o o n  

h o l d i n g  a d d i t i  

m e e t i n g s  s h o u l  

a n g e r  t o w a r d s  t h e  t a s k  . a t  h a n d .  I f  w o r k  

e r  i n  o n e  o r - m o r e  o p e r a b l e . u n i t s  b y  

o n a l  r e v i e w  m e e t i n g s ,  t h e n  t h o s e  

d b e  h e l d .  

I f  y o u  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e q u i r e  t h a t  D O E  

h o n o r  o r  e x t e n d  l e a d  t i m e s  f o r  r e v i e w  a n d  a p p r o v a l  a t  

a l l  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  c l e a n u p  

p rocess  w i l l  s l o w  down.  

Demand t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b e  f r e q u e n t  

a n d  i n  p l a i n  E n g l i s h .  

C h a l l e n g e  D O E  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

g e t  n e c e s s a r y  a p p r o v a l s  a n d  s t a r t  t h e  c l e a n u p  s o o n e r .  

F i n a l l y ,  w a t c h  D O E ' S  a c t i o n s  c l o s e l y .  

Look, f o r  c h a n g e s .  You may f i n d  a r e a s o n ,  t o  b e g i n  t o  

t r u s t  t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h a n k  y o u .  
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2 3  

MS. LEACH: Are there any other 

I requests to speak? 
Thank' you very much for participating 

in the meeting tonight. Those of you who are perhaps 

still thinking about what you would like to say, don't 

forget to get the forms to fill out a written comment 

and you have until June 29th to send it in. 

Also, official transcripts of both the 

meeting tonight and the similar meeting held last 

night at Ross High School are available to you and 

anyone who wants to receive a copy may. They will be 

in the Administrative Record reading rooms at the FMPC 

Administration Building and Lane Public Library in 

Hamilton, and you may also request an individual copy 

tonight of one or the other meetings. 

Thank you very much for coming and 

thank you for speaking up. 

- - -  

MEETING CONCLUDED 

- - -  

C E R T I F I C A T E  

I, Lois A. Roell; the undersigned, a notary 

public-court reporter, do hereby certify that at the 

time and place stated herein, I recorded in stenotypy 

I '  
l(5131 381-3330 



1 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

and thereafter had transcribed with computer-aided 

transcription the within twenty-four (24) pages, and 

that the foregoing transcript of proceedings i s  a 

complete and accurate report of my said stenotypy 

notes. 
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