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o m :  February 21, 1991 

wl NEPA DOCWENTATION 

TO: Carol M. Borgstrom, Director, Off ice o f  NEPA Project Assistance, EH-26, 
Headquarters, Forrestal Building 

Attached Is a categorical exclusion for a Thorium Overpacking Project at the 
Feed Materials Productlon Center (FMPC). I have determined that th is  
categorical exclusion s a t i s f l e s  the requirements outlfned i n  Section 0 of the 
DOE DJEPA guide1 ines 

The approval o f  t h i s  categorical exclusion i s  i n  accordance w i t h  the DP 
delegatfon of authority to Operations Off ice  Managers. 

Any questions concernlng these documents should be directed to P.  W. Phtllips, 
Oak Ridge Operations NEPA Compliance Officer, at FTS 626-4200. 

Joe La Grone 
Manager 

Attachment 

cc w/atchmt: 
A. E stein, DP-IO, HQ, CTN 
6. S R roff, DP-84, FMPC 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) DRERMINATION 1754 

Proposed Action: OVERPMINQ PROJECT FOR THE SAFE INTERIM STORABE OF 

Location: Feed Hatrribls -Productton Center, Fernald, OH 

Pkposed by (if other than DOE): #/A 

Dscrlptton of the Prdposed Actton: 

The Feed Materials Productlon Center (FMPC) is proposlng to fmplement an over- 
packing project for the safe interim storage o f  thorium low-level contaminated 
materlals. This project constitutes a removal action as defined by the DOE NEPA 
guide1 fnes. Approximately 13,000 contalners currently stored in four FMPC 
warehouses will be overpacked In thls project. The thorium has been in storage 
for over twenty years. The warehouses and contalners are beglnning to show signs 
of deterloratron. The thorlum contalners wll1 be Identlfled, overpacked and 
placed in a centralized interim storage location, so as to stern further 
deterloration. The individual containers will be foamed in place in "six-packs" 
I f  necessary. The overpacking will preclude the posslbllity o f  thorium releases 
to the envlronment and minimize exposure to both onsite and o f f - s i t e  personnel by 
combining existing thorium storage concerns. The overpacklng operation will be 
performed uslng the equipment and experience developed in overpacklng 240 severely 
deteriorating contalners of thorium I n  early 1990. 

Thft project will not threaten a violation o f  applicable statutory, regulatory, 
or pennit requirements. It will not require expansion of waste dlsposal recovery 
or treatment fadl itles. It will not affect nenvironmentally sensitive areas." 

MRIUH LOW-LEVEL COHTANINATED HATERIALS (NEPA NO. 287) 

CX t o  be Applied: 

See attached. 

I have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the CX 
reference above. Therefore, 1 have determined that the proposed action may 
be categorically excluded from further NEPA review and documentation. 

Si gne ture : Date +/,/ 
4 I 

Title: 
d 

EH-25 has revleued thls determination and has no objection. 
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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) DETERNlHATION 
OVERPACKING PROJECT FOR THE SAFE INTERIF! STORAGE OF T I W W M  
LOW-LEVEl CONTAMINATED MATERIALS (NEPA NO. 287) 

CX t o  be Appliedr 

ATTACHMENT 

1754 

The authorfty for finding thls proJect to be subject to Categorical Excluston Is 
the following language contained i n  the September 7, 1990, Section 0 of the DOE 
NEPA Culdelfnes at the end of the subsectlon entit led "Classes o f  Acttons 
General1 Applicable to All of DOEa and under the column entftled RNormally Do Not 

The removal actions and other actions described below, where it i s  determined 
that such action would not threaten a vidtatfon of applicable statutory, 
regulatory, or pemtt requirements, including requirements of DOE Orders; 
would not requfre siting and construction or major expansion o f  waste 
disposal recovery, or treatment facilities (Including incinerators and 
f a d l  it ies for treating wastewater, surface water, or groundwater) ; and would 
not adversely affect envlronmentally sensitive areas. Actlvlties covered 
include: 

Requlre I As or fISs" (StFR37174, September 7, 1990, p. 37178): 

a. Removal of drums, barrels, tanks, or other bulk containers t h a t  contain 
substances identlfled w l  th ln  the def ini t ion o f  hazardous substances under 
sectlon 101(14) of CERCLA or pollutants or cantamhants as defined by 
section lOl(33) o f  CERCLA, or hazardous wastes under 40 CFR 261, where 
such actions would reduce the likelihood o f  s illage, leakage, flre, 

b. Repair or replacement o f  leaking containers. 

explosion, or exposure to humans, animals, or t R e food chatn; and 




