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M n e h o u s e  
Materiils Company 
of Ohio 

PO Box 398704 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8704 

(513) 738 6200 
WMCO:EC:90-0204 

June 14, 1990 

U. S. 
P. 0. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

Dear Mr. Westerbeck: 

PERMIT TO INSTALL/PERMIT TO OPERATE DETERMINATION ON GLOVE BOX 

Current plans for treatability tests on K-65 Silo samples involve the use of a 
glove box to be installed in the Pilot Plant Maintenance Building. In preparation 
for this operation, WMCO has performed an evaluation to determine whether or not 
a Permit To Install (PTI) and Permit To Operate (PTO) should be obtained before 
utilizing the glove box. The glove box will be located in the Pilot Plant 
Maintenance Building while the treatability tests are being performed on the K- 
65 Silo sample cores. The glove box to be used will either be provided by IT 
Corporation (and returned to them depending upon amount of internal 
contamination) or an existing box presently located at the FMPC. The tentative 
start date of the tests is June 25, 1990. 

On the basis o f  the rationale summarized below, WMCO's position is that PTI/PTO 
applications for the utilization o f  the glove box will not be submitted to 
SWOAPCA. 

1) The glove box uti1 izes carbon absorbers and HEPA filtration (in series) 
which is considered best available technology (BAT) to control emissions. 
Therefore, the emissions would be expected to be insignificant. Based on 
past regulatory experience in other industries, OEPA exempted permit 
requirements for "temporary" air sources that are adequately controlled. 

2)  In 1989, the Ohio Administrative Code was revised to exempt a number of 
air emission sources from requiring Permits to Install (PTI's) prior to 
construction. The exemptions were established to allow OEPA to direct 
resources towards important air pollution issues instead of processing 
applications for air contaminant sources with little or no ambient air 
quality impact. Among the exemptions is "laboratory equipment used 
exclusively for chemical or physical analyses and bench scale laboratory 
equi pment'l . P Date Rec'd JUN i 6 1990 
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3) Although strict interpretation of the PTI exemptions does not exempt a 
source from Pi0 requirements, it’s WMCO’s position that operation of an 
insignificant source such as the subject glove box without a PTO is 
consistent with the intent of the regulations. It is our position that the 
Glove Box constitutes laboratory equipment and is exempt from the PTI 
requirements. 

4) The treatability tests using the glove box are scheduled to begin the week 
of June 25,  1990 and continue through July. There is the possibility of 
the glove box being used again in October 1990 (if necessary). The 
information obtained from the testing is considered crucial to the 
remediation effort of the K-65 Silos and is indirectly connected with a 
cleanup effort. 

Unless direction is provided to the contrary, WMCO intends to proceed with 
installation and use of the glove box. Please contact S. M. Beckman with any 
questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

Ellery D. Savage, Manager 
Environmental Compl i ance 
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c: S. M. Beckman 
S. L. Bradley 
W. Britton 
D. E. Faris 
K. C. Gessendorf 
M. A. Henry 
J. P. Hopper 
G. J. Kreiger 
P. B. Spotts 
T. J. Walsh 
D. A. Yaeger 
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