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230 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Mr. Graham E .  Mitchell, DOE Coordinator 
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40 South Main Street 
Dayton, OH 45402 

Dear Mr. Saric and Mr. Mitchell: 

THORIUM LOU LEVEL WASTE MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES OUTLINE 

This letter transmits an outline of the procedures and steps necessary for the 
overpacking/mangement of thorium low level waste at the Fernald Environmental 
Management Project (FEMP). 

DOE is proposing to overpack the thorium containers in Buildings 64, 65, 67, 
and 68 with continued monitoring and surveillance of the warehouse 
inventories. Additionally, DOE will continue to pursue off-site disposal 
capacity for the thorium bearing materials. In the event disposal capacity is 
identified, U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA will be notified prior to off-site shipment . o L t  he t hori um i nventori es . 
The FEMP is proposing to initiate overpacking of the containers of thorium in 
Buildings 64, 67, and 68 while the necessary systems are designed and 
installed to address the more deteriorated containers in Building 65. As 
previously demonstrated in the repackaging of the contents of the Plant 8 
thorium silo and bins, and the 212 drums which were overpacked in 1990, DOE 
will exercise extreme care in the handling of all thorium materials. All 
actions performed under this removal will be conducted in a manner so as to 
minimize the potential for release of the materials to the environment and to 
ensure worker exposure is kept as low as reasonably achievable (ALARA). 

DOE is continuing with the planning and implementation of the necessary 
actions to stage, load, and ship the thorium inventories in Building 60 at the 
FEMP to an off-site disposal facility. 
generated from the Plant 8 thorium bins and silo repackaging effort and are 
presently in excellent condition. 
materials by November 1991. 

The Building 60 materials were 

The FEMP anticipates shipment of these 



The schedule for the overpacking and characterization of the thorium low level 
waste will be consistent with the milestones stated in the proposed Amended 
Consent Decree between U.S. DOE and the State of Ohio. The first milestone 
calls for overpacking o f  the thorium to begin on or before August 30, 1991. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at FTS 774-6159 or Robert Janke 
at FTS 774-6883. 

FSO: Janke 

Enclosure: As stated 
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