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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTlON AGENCY 

REGION S 
230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST. 
c t a c A ~ , l l l p S o l S  60804 

a 4 5  

Gerald W .  Westerbec 
United S t a t e s  Depar 
Feed M a t e r i a l s  Production Center  
P . O .  Box 3 9 8 7 0 5  
C i  nci nna t i  , Ohio 45239-8705  

REPLY TOATENllCN a? 

5HR-13 

R E :  Removal#3 Dispute Resolut ion 
S o u t h  Plume E E / C A  
U.S. DOE-Fernald 
OH6 890  0 0 8  976 

Dear Mr. Westerbeck: 

I n  a n  October 4 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  l e t t e r ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  Environmental 
P r o t e c t i o n  Agency- ( U . S .  E P A )  provided no t i ce  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Department of Energy ( U . S .  D O E )  t h a t  t h e  d i s p u t e  over  t h e  
Engineer ing  Evaluat ion a n d  Cost Analysis ( E E / C A )  f o r  t h e  South 
Groundwater Contaminant P'lume Removal Action #3 had been e l eva ted  
t o  t h e  Dispute  Resolut ion Committee because t h e  i n i t i a l  t h i r t y  
days of t h e  d i s p u t e  had p a s t .  The bas i s  f o r  t h e  d i s p u t e  was 
o u t l i n e d  i n  U . S .  EPA's September 4 and October 4 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  l e t t e r s .  

O n  October 1 6 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  a t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  was held between you and 
myse l f ,  a s  members of t h e  Dispute  Resolution Committee. As 
r e q u i r e d  b y  Sec t ion  XIV o f  t h e  1990  Consent Agreement, t h i s  

d i s p u t e .  This agreement r e q u i r e s  t h a t  U . S .  D O E :  
.fl- w r i t t e n  d e c i s i o n  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  unanimous r e s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  

1 .  I n s t a l l  a n d  o p e r a t e  a water  t reatment  u n i t  t o  reduce 
contaminant l o a d i n g  t o  t h e  Great Miami River .  I t  i s  
expected t h a t  t h i s  u n i t  w i l l  be ope ra t iona l  by December 1 5 ,  
1 9 9 1 ,  a n d  t h e  uranium loading  w i l l  be reduced t o  a leve l  o f  
approximately 1 , 7 0 0  pounds per year .  This u n i t  w i l l  be 
ope ra t ed  u n t i l  t h e  Advance Wastewater Treatment ( A W W T )  u n i t  
goes on- l ine  i n  l a t e  1 9 9 3 .  

2 .  I n s t a l l  a g rad ien t  c o n t r o l  system f o r  t h e  South Groundwater 
Contaminant Plume. U.S. D O E  has committed t o  reviewing t h e  
p r o j e c t  schedule  a n d  approach t o  reduce t h e  t ime required t o  
i n s t a l l  t h e  i n t e r c e p t o r  we l l s  ahead of t h e  proposed June 1 5 ,  
1 9 9 2 ,  d a t e .  I f e l t  t h a t  i t  would be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  
U . S .  D O E  a n d  U . S .  E P A  i f  t h e  g rad ien t  con t ro l  system became 
oDerat iona1 around December 1 9 9 1 ,  as  wel l .  As d iscussed  i n  

. .  



- h. 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  an i n t e r i m  c o l l e c t i o n  sys tem t h a t ,  f o r  2 ~ 4 ~  example,  m a y  send u n t r e a t e d  w a t e r  s o u t h  t o  t h e  G r e a t  M iami  
R i v e r  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  an u n d e r g r o u n d  s y s t e m  can  be 
i n s t a l l e d  t o  c a r r y  t h e  w a t e r  back t o  t h e  p l a n t .  We b o t h  
a g r e e d  t h a t  e x p e d i t i n g  t h e  s t a r t - u p  o f  t h e  g r a d i e n t  c o n t r o l  
s y s t e m  has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  r e d u c i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o s t s  f o r  
t h e  S o u t h  Groundwate r  C o n t a m i n a n t  Plume r e m e d i a l  a c t i o n .  
The s c h e d u l e  and d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  g r a d i e n t  c o n t r o l  sys tem 
s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  p l a n .  

I n  summary t h e r e  w i l l  now be t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  Plume 
remova l  a c t i o n .  The f i r s t  p a r t  i n v o l v e s  s u p p l y i n g  an a l t e r n a t e  
w a t e r  s u p p l y  t o  t w o  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w a t e r  u s e r s  a l o n g  Paddys 
Run Road. P a r t  t w o  o f  t h e  remova l  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  i n t e r c e p t i o n  and 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t a m i n a n t  plume, and p a r t  t h r e e  i s  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  w a s t e w a t e r  a t  t h e  p l a n t  t o  r e d u c e  c o n t a m i n a n t  
l o a d i n g  t o  t h e  G r e a t  Miami R i v e r .  

A work p l a n  f o r  P a r t  1 o f  t h e  remova l  a c t i o n  has been s u b m i t t e d  
t o  U.S. E P A  f o r  r e v i e w  and a p p r o v a l - .  A r e v i s e d  E E / C A  t h a t  
r e s p o n d s  t o  ag reemen ts  made i n  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i s p u t e  m u s t  be  
s u b m i t t e d  w i t h i n  twen ty -one  (21) d a y s  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
as r e q u i r e d  b y  S e c t i o n  X1V.J o f  t h e  1990 Consent  Agreement.  Work 
p l a n s  f o r  t h e  second  and t h i r d  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  remova l  a c t i o n  a r e  
t o  be s u b m i t t e d  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s  o f  t h e  E E / C A  s u b m i t t a l .  
As ag reed ,  U.S. DOE w i l l  i n i t i a t e  d e s i g n  work f o r  p a r t s  2 and  3 
i mmed i a t  e l  y . 
T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  o u t s t a n d i n g  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  
d i s p u t e .  A d d i t i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  E E / C A  were i d e n t i f i e d  
i n  U.S. EPA's September 4, 1990, l e t t e r .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  
d e f i c i e n c i e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  r i s k  a n a l y s i s ,  s a m p l i n g  and a n a l y s i s ,  
and t h e  e f f l u e n t  l i n e .  The c o n c e r n s  and d e f i c i e n c i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
r i s k  a n a l y s i s  s h o u l d  be addressed  i n  t h e  r i s k  assessment  f o r  
O p e r a b l e  U n i t  #5 .  The work p l a n s  f o r  P a r t s  2 and 3 o f  t h i s  
remova l  a c t i o n  s h o u l d  add ress  t h e  s a m p l i n g  and a n a l y s i s  i s s u e s .  
A s c h e d u l e  f o r  r e p a i r s  and r o u t i n e  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  e f f l u e n t  
l i n e  s h o u l d  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  U.S. E P A  p r i o r  t o  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  w o r k  p l a n s .  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me a t  ( 3 1 2 / F T S )  886-7437 if t h e r e  a r e  any 
q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

I 
W i l l i a m  E. Muno 
A s s o c i a t e  D i v i s i o n  D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  o f  R C R A  
Waste Management D i v i s i o n  
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cc:  R i c h a r d  Shank,  O E P A  
Graham M i t c h e l l ,  O E P A  - SWDO 
Joe LaGrone ,  U.S. D O E  - OR0 
Leo D u f f y ,  U . S .  D O E  - HDQ 
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