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REPLY TO THE AlTENTlON OF 

19 FEPY 1987 

James A. Reafsnyder 
U.S. Department o f  Energy 
Feed Mater ia l  s Production Center 
P.O. Box E 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831 

Dear Mr. Reafsnyder: 
- 

5ME-14 

The Region V Of f i ce  of t he  U.S. Environmental Pro tec t ion  Agency (USEPA) has 
reviewed the  Responses t o  I t em A 1  of the  Radiat ion Discharge In fo rmat ion  
Sect ion and Items D and E of the  Clean A i r  Act Sections o f  t he  Federal 
F a c i l  i t i e s  Compliance Agreement (FFCA) f o r  the  Feed Mater ia ls  Product ion 
Center (FMPC) i n  Fernald, Ohio. 

The Year ly Schedule fo r  P a r t i c u l a t e  Mat te r  Stack Testing, known as I tem 0, 
f a i l s  t o  i nc lude  any t e s t i n g  schedule f o r  t he  P i l o t  Plant. 
recommends t h a t  a sampler be i n s t a l l e d  i n  order  t o  determine i f  there  a r e  
p a r t i c u l a t e  emissions a t  the  s i t e .  
has passed, review o f  analyses may r e s u l t  i n  the  terminat ion o f  t h e  sampling 
s i t e .  

The USEPA 

A f t e r  a reasonable sampling per iod  

The Year ly Schedule i d e n t i f i e d  10 o f  t h e  59 on-s i te  cont ro l  equipment f o r  
t e s t i n g  i n  1987 t o  comply w i t h  I tem D. The equipment was selected by 
v i r t u e  o f  having t h e  greatest  concent ra t ion  o f  p a r t i c u l a t e  mat te r  i n  t h e i r  
exhaust. To a s s i s t  us, we request t h a t  i n  the  f u t u r e  the  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
t h e  se lec t i on  o f  equipment chosen f o r  t h e  t e s t s  and the  t e s t  cond i t i ons  
f o r  t he  act ion,  such as process weight ra te ,  be provided. 
explanat ion as t o  how the  t e s t i n g  schedule w i l l  proceed i n  the  forthcoming 
years would be b e n e f i c i a l  knowledge f o r  t he  r a t i o n a l e  behind the  t e s t i n g  
cur r i cu lum and t h e  pieces o f  equipment tes ted  per year. 

Further,  

The Q u a r t e r l y  P a r t i c u l a t e  Emissions Report, Item E, documents monthly 
p a r t i c u l a t e  emissions. The pr imary concern i s  considered t o  be uranium 
p a r t i c u l a t e  emissions. However, we have add i t iona l  concerns w i t h  
isotopes and o the r  rad ionucl ides such as gamma and beta emissions, and 
i n  add i t ion ,  t he  presence o f  technetium, t ransuranics and/or thorium. 

Addi t ional  concerns w i t h  I tem E i nc lude  the  process f o r  a f i l t e r  change; i t  
i s  expected t h a t  t he  procedure be performed dur ing  process down t ime w i t h  
emissions being taken i n t o  account. I f  t h i s  expectat ion i s  not  t he  procedure 
c a r r i e d  out,  then a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and explanat ion o f  your method i s  requested. 
Further,  i t  i s  unclear as t o  the  s ign i f i cance  of two tab les f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  the  
emissions from 7 baghouse c o l l e c t o r s  a t  P lan t  8; the numbers do no t  coincide. 
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%. . 
The Q u a r t e r l y  L i q u i d  Discharge Monitor ing Data, Item Al, i s  inadequate 333g 
i n  t e w  of i t s  c m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the  NPDES perm i t  as i t  lacks repor t  of 
t he  i n -b lan t  outfalls (001A through 001E) and the  s tatus o f  the compliance 
schedule f o r  t he  requi red cons t ruc t i on  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  general, t he  
Fernald Plant  has been meeting the  e f f l u e n t  l i m i t a t i o n s  f o r  Ou t fa l l  001 
(Tota l  Discharge) and O u t f a l l  002 (Storm Sewer Run-Off). Based on t h i s  
f i n d i n g  i t  does not  appear t h a t  t he  Fernald p l a n t ' s  wastewater discharges 
have an adverse impact on t h e  rece iv ing  streams. 

Thank you f o r  t he  oppor tun i t y  t o  review the  documents. 
questions concerning our comments, please contact  us. Amy Blumberg o f  
my s t a f f  can be reached a t  3121886-7342. 

I f  you have any 

Sincerely yours, 

Wi l l iam D. Franz, Chief 
Envi romnental Review Branch 
P1 anning and Management D i v i s i o n  




