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77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

SEP 3 0 1992 

M r .  Jack R. Cra ig  ' 

Un i ted States Department o f  Energy 
Feed Mate r ia l s  Product ion Center 
P.O. Box 398705 
C inc inna t i ,  Ohio 45239-8705 

HRE-8J 

RE: Disapproval  o f  Removal A c t i o n  
15 P r o j e c t  Plan, 'Scrap 
Metals P i l e  

Dear M r .  Craig:  

The Uni ted States Environmental P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (U. S. EPA) has compl e ted i t s  
rev iew o f  t h e  Removal Ac t i on  ( R A )  Number 15 P r o j e c t  Plan, Scrap Metals P i l e .  
Although t h e  Un i ted  States Department o f  Energy (U.S. DOE) has p r e v i o u s l y  
submit ted a RA Work Plan f o r  t h e  Scrap Meta ls  P i l e .  The RA Work Plan was 
prepared be fo re  U.S. DOE awarded t h e  subcont rac t  f o r  removing and r e c y l i n g  t h e  
scrap metal. 
sub jec t  t o  rev iew o r  t h e  P r o j e c t  Plan. 

Since t reatment  o f  t h e  metal w i l l  occur o f f - s i t e ,  U.S. DOE must be sure  The 
S c i e n t i f i c  Ecology Group (SEG) f a c i l i t y  i s  i n  compliance w i th  U.S. EPA's 
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and L i a b i  1 i t y  Act  (CERCLA) 
O f f - S i t e  d isposa l  p o l i c y .  A lso n o t i f i c a t i o n  may be requ i red  t o  U.S. EPA 
Region I V ,  o f  U.S. DOE i n t e n t  t o  t r e a t  NRC wastes f rom a CERCLA s i t e  a t  t h e  
SEG f a c i l i t y .  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  enclosed comments. 

As a r e s u l t ,  U.S. EPA c o n d i t i o n a l l y  approved t h e  RA Work Plan, 

Therefore, U.S. EPA disapproves t h e  P r o j e c t  P lan pending 

Please contac t  me a t  (312/FTS) 886-0992 i f  you have any quest ions.  

v Since re l y  

YJames A. S a r i c  
Remedial P r o j e c t  Manager 

Enclosure 

cc: Graham M i  t c h e l l  , OEPA-SWDO 
Pat  W h i t f i e l d ,  U.S. DOE-HDQ 
Dennis Carr ,  WMCO 

Printdon Reqchgd Paper 
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REMOVAL ACTION PROJECT PIAN 
FOR THE PROCESSING AND DISPOSAL OF AN ESTIMATED 

2,210 TONS OF NON-RCRA SCRAP METAL 

TECHNICAL COMMENTS 

General Comments 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has contracted Scientific Ecology 
Group, Inc. (SEG), to conduct the removal and off-site reprocessing of 
scrap metal. The Removal Action Project Plan (RAPP) submitted by SEG is 
not integrated with the Removal Action (RA) work plan conditionally 
approved by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) . At 
a minimum, the RAPP should indicate that the RA work plan will be 
followed for actions that take place on site. 

SEG indicates that it possesses the appropriate Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 1 icenses for storage and treatment of the radioactive 
scrap metal. 
Oak Ridge facility or the Quadrax facility, SEG should provide more 
detailed information on the required licenses for both facilities, 
i ncl uding permit numbers and expi ration dates. SEG should a1 so examine 
the applicability of EPA's off-site disposal policy relative to this 
removal action. SEG should discuss potential notification requirements, 
including those of EPA, Region 4, for the ultimate disposition of 
radioactive materiats originating from a SuDerfund site. 

Because the scrap metal will be transported to either the 

3) SEG has provided no specific details regarding on-site assessment of 
radioactivity. 
particularly the methods to be 
radionuclides, should be provided. 
percent surface area surveys will be conducted at SEG facilities before 
any metal is "free released'' as reusable scrap metal. Further 
information on the survey methodology should be provided. 

Specific detai 1 s for measuring radioactivity, 
used for measuring fixed and removable 

In addition, SEG indicates that 100- 
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4 )  SEG indicates that demobilization efforts will include decontaminating 
equipment for ''free release" and returning the site area to "baseline" 
levels. SEG should provide specific methods for ( 1 )  decontaminating 
equipment and measuring residual radionuclides on decontaminated 
equipment and (2) identifying baseline Conditions before and after 
completion o f  the work. Also, SEG should identify the methods to be 
used to dispose of  waste materials from on-site decontamination efforts. 
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Specific Comnents 

COfment No. 1 -- Paqe 5, Paraqraphs 1 throuqh 3. SEG indicates that baseline 
surveys will be conducted with a number of  field instruments. The specific 
approach, objectives, and sampling methods for identifying baseline conditions 
should be provided. 

Comnent No. 2 -- Paqe 6. Paraqraph 5. SEG indicates that material will be 
barcoded to maintain strict accountabil ity. 
information on the procedures to be used, the level o f  detail that will be 
provided, and the methods that will be used to determine the ultimate 
disposition of scrap metal and waste. In particular, the final report should 
provide a detailed breakdown of the final disposition of scrap metal and 
waste, including material destined for "free release." 

SEG should provide further 

Comnent No. 3 -- Paqe 11, Paraqraph 8. 
will be produced within. 4 weeks of demobilization. 
because since most processing, treatment, and disposal will be conducted off 
site. The DOE'S final report should provide complete information t o  EPA 
regarding the final disposition of the waste materials after the conclusion of 
the off-site activities. 

SEG indicates that the final report 
This seems unrealistic 

COmnent No. 4 - -  Paqe 13. Paraqraph 8. 
be determined after a 100-percent survey of all- surfaces. 
specific details on the procedures that will be used to obtain a 100-percent 
surface area survey. 

SEG indicates that "free release'' will 
SEG should provide 

2 
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4 1  

?fie Objectives section on page 1 fails to 'state the specific 
the RApp, its relation w i t h  ~emnml Action #B, a r d  is incaplete in 
stating the nature of the work and materials imrolved. 
information shauld be included in the Objectives section: 

of 

 he fo- 

A description of the Phase I activities of Ranoval Action 15. 

A description of the metals types (ferrous and/or non-ferrrxls) , 
their general nature ( w e  pieces, smaller pieces, mixed-xmde 
cmposite scrap, etc.), and estimates of their respective arrmnrts. 

The solicitation s t a e  of work aryl how those work objectives 
will be met by SEX;, 

% Objective section is unclear as to what specifically the work 
Breakdown stsuchne (WBS) is ardwhare its to be faund. 
thrcRlgh 2.6  appear to be a topical description of the WBS without stated 
specifics, The cmplete WBS stuxild be included with this RAPP far 
evaluation ard subsequent approval. 

section 2.1, ~ k n n i n g  and integration, mentions the coordination of the 
Quadh-ex, scplthern Alloy m u ,  and SEX; transportation subcon.tractar's 
activities. section 2.2, ~ e ~ h n i ~ a l  ~prxroach for on-site proces~m, 
page 8 ,  paragraph 3 states that metals will be moved to CWm- 
Ridge for decontamination. ?he Remval Action #15 Work Plan, 1992 
(Section 2.1, Page 11, paragraph 3) states that no waste will be 

from the FEMP for storage or process- at a lower-tier 
subcarrtractor's facility. 
kelxeen SEX;, southern Allay Metals, and Quadrex should be clearly 
stated. 

sections 2.1 

with this king the case, the relationship 

Section 2.2, Technical ~pproach for On-Site processing, fails to state 
the basis of judgmt for the segregation of the scrap metal into the 
two ~roces~ing option catqories. It is assumed that j w m e  will be 
=de based upn contamination activity and size of the scrap pieces, krt 
the specific segregation methodology should be stated. The dispensa tion 
of contaminated scrap waste  fourd not to fall into either of the t w o  
procesShg categories should also be discussed. 



53 section 2.2, ~pproach for on-site processing, fails to state 
the means to be used to wn-1 radionuclide emissions *% processes 
relative to the size reduction, sorting, arri loading of the scrap waste- 

61 A ccglrplete copy of the work meakdown stmcture (=) Didionary should 
be included as an atta- rather than just its table of conterrts 

The inclusion of t h i s  dictionary is stated on page 2, 
section 1.1, paragraph 5 (of page). 
information on size r d c t i o n ,  separation of m e t a l s ,  axxi other aspects 
of this project specific to the F d d  site. Such in fomt ion  is 
neces~ary for the evaluation and subequmt a-1 of t h i s  RAep. 

2). 
This dictionary m y  contains 

71 T h e  enclosed cqy  of the SEX; ~&ioactiw Material License (Attadmrent  6 )  
is of poar quality axxi is hardly legible for ~ ~ n y  of the -. A 
clean, legible wpy of the license should be enclosed w i t h  this RAPP. 




