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State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

Southwest District Office 
40 South Main Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45402-2086 
(513) 285-6357 
FAX (513) 285-6404 

George V. Voinovich 
Governor 

June 3, 1993 
Re: FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION 

AND MANAGEMENT COMPANY (FERMCO) 
HAMILTON COUNTY 

WATER SUPPLY 
PWS I.D. #3136512 

NON-TRANSIENT NON-COMMUNITY 

Mr. Thomas J. Rowland 
Acting Manager 
DOE Field Office, Fernald 
FERMCO 
B o x  398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

Dear Mr. Rowland: 

On May 15, 1993 I met with Mr. Leroy Pennington, Utilities 
Manager; Mr. Jeff Hensley, Water Plant Supervisor; Mr. Frank 
Johnston, Environmental Compliance;, and Mr. Ed Skintek, DOE 
Environmental Compliance, and performed a sanitary survey of the 
potable water supply facilities. The purpose of the survey was 
to evaluate the capability of the water collection, treatment, 
storage and distribution facilities, along with operational and 
managerial practices to continually provide adequate safe water 
to consumers. 

As a result of the survey and a review of the files, I have the 
following comments: 

1. Routine contaminant monitoring has been performed as is 
required. The results of analyses performed since the last 
survey have not indicated contamination. Specific 
monitoring requirements are listed below: 

a. Total coliform bacteria - collect two samples every 
month from representative locations throughout the 
distribution system. If any sample is reported to be 
total coliform positive, additional sampling will be 
necessary, and you should contact this office 
immediately. Past analysis for total coliform has not 
indicated contamination. If you have any questions 
concerning bacteria monitoring, please contact me or 
Lyn  Rupp at (513) 285-6114. 

Lead and Copper - collect twenty samples from high risk 
locations throughout the distribution system, during 
each of two six month initial monitoring periods (July 
to December 1993 and January to June 1994). During the 
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survey, Mr. Pennington requested a clarification of the 
sampling requirements, specifically, should the samples 
be taken from the twenty sites authorized for use as 
sources of potable water, or from twenty tier one 
sites. The samples must be collected from sites used 
as a source of drinking water. Please refer to the 
Federal Register dated June 7, 1991 for complete . 

information. 

c. Inorganics, nitrite, nitrate, asbestos, radiologicals, 
organics, and volatile organics - FERMCO was mailed a 
monitoring schedule for these contaminants dated 
November 23, 1992. This monitoring schedule must be 
followed exactly to maintain compliance with the 
monitoring requirements of the State and Federal Safe 
Drinking Water Laws. If you have any questions 
concerning this monitoring, please contact Mr. James 
Evans at (614) 644-2752. 

At this time, the FERMCO water has been evaluated and 
determined to be a Class I1 water system. Mr. Jeff Hensley 
is the operator in responsible charge of the water system. 
Mr. Hensley is properly certified, and recently passed the 
Class I11 water operator written examination. Mr. Hensley 
should note that operator certificates must be renewed every 
two years. 

During 1991, a new "break tank" was installed to separate 
the potable and process water on the site. Subsequent to 
the installation of the break tank, a new electrodialysis 
reversal (EDR) system was purchased and brought to the site. 
Upon review of the plans for this system, Ohio EPA engineers 
noted that the backwash water for the sand filters is 
connected to the process water side of the break tank, 
thereby establishing a cross connection between the potable 
and process water systems. 

Past sampling for contaminants has indicated that the water 
supply wells at the site are uncontaminated at this time. 
However, the potential to contaminate the wells with 
materials on-site is obvious. Mr. Pennington and Mr. 
Hensley have been diligent in safeguarding the area around 
the wells. I urge site officials to continue to review 
activities planned on the site for potential effects on the 
wells. Specifically, such activities as moving and storing 
potential contaminants near the wells, demolition, and other 
potentially contaminating activities should be reviewed 
considering wellhead predication. For more information on 
wellhead protection, please contact Mr. Rich Bendula at 
(513) 285-6357. 
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5. At the time of this survey, no violations of the State's 
Safe Drinking Water Laws were noted. The facilities appear 
to be in exce,llent condition, and are under the responsible 
charge of a full time properly certified operator. The one 
deviation requiring your attention is the backwash piping 
(item #3). Please provide a written response to me 
concerning item #3, by July 16, 1993. 

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me at (513) 
285-6114. 

Sincerely, .q (. ''t i.L/ 44, }?ab( 
Kurt A. Messer 
Division of Drinking and Ground Waters 
Public Drinking Water Unit 

cc: Mr. Leroy Pennington, Utilities Manager 
Mr. Jeff Hensley, Water Plant Supervisor 
Mr. Frank Johnston, FERMCO Environmental 
Mr. Ed Skintek, DOE Environmental 
Hamilton County Health Department 
E & 0, DDAGW/CO 




