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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

This project has been reviewed persuant to DOE regulations and WMCO directives, and the project 
is deemed to be of a nature described as Categorically Excluded under current DOE guidelines. 
Additional NEPA documentation is not required for this project. 

The basis for the Categorical Exclusion is as follows: 

Sect inn ? A the DOE guidelines for  compliance w i t h  NEPA (52FR47662) 
. l ~ t ~  iypical classes of DOE actions tha t  can be categorically excluded: 

General plant projects such as road and parking area resurfacing, modification 
to heating-ventilating-air conditioning systems, minor a1 terations of 
existing buildings, and other similar projects where: (1) The projects are 
located w i t h i n  previously developed areas and will not a f fec t  environmentally 
sensit ive areas such as archeological s i t e s  c r i t i ca l  habitats floodplains 
and wetlands and ( 2 )  the projects are n o t  p a r t  of a proposed action that  i s  o r  
may be the subject of an EA or  EIS. 
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RE-EVALUATION OF THE STRUCTURAL STABILITY OF THE 
K-65 SILOS AND SILOS 3 AND 4 BY BECHTEL NATIONAL, INC. 

DOE has h i r e d  Bechtel  Na t iona l ,  Inc .  t o  complete  a r e - e v a l u a t i o n  of  the 
s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y  of  the K-65 S i l o s  and S i l o s  3 and 4 .  The re -eva lua t ion  
was deemed necessa ry  a s  a result  of  the T i g e r  Team e v a l u a t i o n .  No phys ica l  
work wi l l  be done on the K-65 S i l o s  and S i l o  3 .  Bechtel Nat iona l ,  Inc.  w i l l  
s tudy the previous d a t a  obtained on these s i l o s  by Camargo Assoc ia tes ,  Ltd. i n  
1985. For S i l o  4 ,  Bechtel Nat ional ,  Inc.  has proposed a s  p a r t  of the s tudy t o  
obta in  co re  samples from the dome, wa l l ,  and bottom of  the s i l o .  The concre te  
co res  will be used t o  perform compressive and tens i le  tests and pe t rographic  
ana lys i s .  A pe t rographic  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  a l s o  be performed on a sample of  the 
gun i t e  obtained from the o u t s i d e  of the s i l o  wal l .  

The methods used t o  o b t a i n  the s i l o  samples a r e  normal c o n s t r u c t i o n  
techniques.  The core  samples of the dome w i l l  be taken from the e x t e r i o r  of  
the s i l o  and the  c o r e s  of  the  w a l l s  and the  bottom will be t aken  from the 
i n t e r i o r .  The c o r e  ho le s  w i l l  be r e p a i r e d  us ing  a f a s t  s e t t i n g  c o n c r e t e  
r e p a i r  compound. All f o u r  manways of  S i l o  4 will  be opened, i t s  i n t e r n a l  
atmosphere analyzed, and v e n t i l a t e d ,  a s  requi red  by WMCO personnel .  

WMCO i s  p lanning  t o  pump o u t  the wa te r  p r e s e n t l y  con ta ined  i n  the s i l o .  
Samples of  the water  wil l  be submi t ted  t o  the  FMPC a n a l y t i c a l  l a b  f o r  
= r l a lys i s .  The water  w i l l  be pumped t o  the b i o d e n i t r i f i c a t i o n  surge.  lagoon 

' ? e  results of the a n a l y s i s  shows t h a t  the water  i s  i n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t o  
surge lagoon. 




