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Mr. Jack R.  Craig 
United States Department of Energy 
Feed Materials Production Center 
P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

HRE-8J 

RE: USID Soil Decontamination 
Treatabil i ty Study 
Demonstration 

Dear Mr. Craig: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. E P A )  has completed i ts  
review of the Information Submittal for  the Fernald Operable U n i t  (OU)  5/USID 
Soil Decontamination Treatabil i ty S tudy  Demonstration. The submittal de ta i l s  
the soi l  blending operation, which includes moving s o i l s  from containers t o  
the screening u n i t ,  then t o  the blending u n i t ,  and t h e n  i n t o  drums using a 
backhoe. 

Although the proposed soil  screening and b l e n d i n g  operations a re  adequate, 
they appear labor-intensive. The United States Department of Energy should 
consider e i ther  u s i n g  a conveyor system t o  move so i l s  between units, or  
reconfiguring the placement of the units t o  reduce the distance the backhoe 
must carry soi l  material. This may decrease the likelihood of s p i l l i n g  soil 
materials. 
Research and Development Act that  applies t o  the proposed soil b l e n d i n g  
ac t iv i t ies .  

Also U.S. DOE s h o u l d  s i t e  the specif ic  section of the Nuclear 

Please contact me a t  (312) 886-0992 i f  you have any questions. 

Si ncerel y , 

Remedial Project Manager 

cc: Graham Mitchell, OEPA-SWDO 
Pat Whitfield, U.S. DOE-HDQ 
Nick kauffman, FERMCO 
Jim Thiesing, FERMCO 
Paul Clay, FERMCO 
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