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MR. MORGAN: Good evening. I think 

it's about time we get started. 

My name is Kenneth Morgan. I'm the 

Department of Energy Public Information Officer for 

the Fernald site, and I want to welcome you all to 

this meeting. Thanks for coming. 

You'll see in your chair some 

materials regarding an agenda there and an 

evaluation form. We're doing some things that are 

different tonight, and itts an experiment frankly. 

We want to get away from long-winded speeches and 

have a lot more interactive process where we can 

listen better than sitting up on top of podiums and 

giving speeches. We don't know how well this is 

going to work. We hope it's an improvement, and so 

we are looking for your feedback about how you like 

this process. So if you would fill out that 

meeting evaluation, it would be very helpful to us 

in evaluating what your meeting should be like. 

I want to announce that we have 

finally, after so long a wait, gotten a permanent 

site manager, Mr. Phil Hamric. Mr. Hamric couldn't 

be here tonight. Although he's been appointed and 

he's been out to the site, he's now back at Hanford 

Anw3 
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making those preparations and moving to relocate 

his family here. I know that's over 2,000 miles. 

It's a long, hard trip, but we'll be anxious to 

have him here, and he will be at the next public 

meeting to greet you. 

Another important thing was our first 

Task Force meeting. We have been able to establish 

a Citizens Task Force to help us wrestle with some 

of the decisions about the site: Future land use, 

how clean is clean, what are we going to d o  with 

the waste. Some of the same issues we would like 

to talk about tonight, and that's the reason why we 

have the format that we have. 

Let me walk you through the format. 

We'll have short introductory remarks by our 

Assistant Manager for Operations, Ray Hansen, and 

then we want to break up into small groups to 

address the issues of public participation, future 

use of land at Fernald, and waste disposition. 

1'11 talk for a minute about those later to give 

you a better feel for what we're looking for in 

that. When we get back, we'll kind of summarize 

the session, we'll talk about the groups. 

Just one point, part of the business 
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of cleanup is about selecting alternatives. We as 

decision makers or regulators are going to have to 

make decisions about alternatives, and you're going 

to have to do that tonight as well. Because what 

we've got is three groups but enough time for you 

to go to two. So you need to choose two. We'll 

spend a half an hour in a group, then we'll have a 

short break, and then you'll have an opportunity to 

stay in the group you're in if you want, or you can 

go to another group and participate in that 

discussion. So you've got that much time. 

Then we'll come back after group 

sessions and kind of summarize for the whole group 

what the outcome of those small group sessions 

were. Then we will open the meeting up to the 

questions and answers from the floor' as we've done 

in the past. We hope this works and you find it 

more interesting. 

With that, I'd like to introduce Ray 

Hansen. 

MR. HANSEN: Thank you, Ken. Good 

evening. A s  Ken has explained, we're really trying 

something different tonight. We do want your 

comments on the session. Hopefully it works out 
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well. Quite frankly, we've given all the 

information in all the passouts we've got in the 

past, and we've done that again tonight, and we're 

kind of duplicating the presentations with material 

that's passed out. So we,ll try to cut that short 

this time and only talk about the highlights. 

But there are passouts back there, 

and some of the major passouts - -  let me put my 

glasses on here. Progress reports f o r  each 

operable unit are back there. There is a Cleanup 

Report. We do give you the waste shipment status 

on what we've done, and I'll talk a little bit 

about that too. There is a copy of the draft 1 9 9 4  

Roadmap back there. And there are some reports, 

our Site Environmental Report for 1 9 9 2  are back 

there. 

Okay, give me the first slide, Bev. 

This shows the waste that we've shipped off since 

we first started in 1 9 8 5 ,  and you'll notice the 

1 9 9 2  shipments were 1 1 0 , 0 0 0  drum equivalents. That 

brings our total waste shipment to Nevada test site 

- -  no, I take that back. Some of that is waste 

disposition. Some of that didn't go to Nevada test 

site. But, in any case, we've removed 3 . 3  million 

0 '  q-?? 
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cubic feet of waste from the site. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Where did it go? 

MR. HANSEN: Well, you know about 

the SEG scrap metal, that's some of the waste 

disposition. 

I'll only hit the highlights of the 

operable units. Operable Unit 1 ,  we submitted the 

Remedial Investigation Report and Baseline Risk 

Assessment to US EPA on October 4th, that's eight 

days ahead of schedule. 

On Operable Unit 3 ,  proposed plan for 

the interim action submitted to US EPA on August 

13th. 

Operable Unit 4 ,  submitted the 

Feasibility Study and proposed plan to US EPA in 

September of 1 9 9 3 .  Actually, we did that one day 

ahead of schedule and was also a subject of a 

Community Round Table on October 14th. We are on 

schedule to meet all other RI/FS milestones. 

Now, if you want more information on 

the operable units, we do have people standing by 

at the exhibits back there. For Operable Unit 1 

there is Dennis Bissel and Dave Lojek; Operable 

Unit 2 ,  Jim Williams; Operable Unit 3 ,  John 
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Reising, Rob Jenke, and Ananb Shah; Operable Unit 4 

we have Wils Pickles and Randi Allen standing by; 

and Operable Unit 5 ,  Jack Hughes and Pete Yerace. 

I would like to talk to you a little 

bit about the progress we've made in some of the 

removal actions. 

Our south groundwater contamination 

plume, we actually started pumping on August 27th, 

and that completes a milestone for Phase 11, and 

that was done four days ahead of schedule. 

Plant 1 ore silos, that's where we're 

taking down the ore silos around Plant 1 .  We did 

successfully remove two concrete casts, weighing 

some six tons apiece, and they're now being cut up 

and packaged inside the temporary site reduction 

building, and that project is on schedule to meet 

the milestone. Next slide, please. 

Removal action 1 6 ,  collect 

uncontrolled production area runoff. That's the 

flow of water flowing to the northeast of the 

plant. That's been completed in August. Is it 

July or August? 

MR. CRAIG: That was on the previous 

slide. 
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MR. HANSEN: Thank you. Waste pit 

of 1 9 9 3 .  

Pilot plant sump. All the field 

activities are complete. Sump was removed from the 

ground in September, the drain line was inspected, 

capped, and the area was backfilled. That was done 

on schedule too. The site has been enhanced to 

improve storage area and awaiting final 

disposition. Next slide, please. 

A s  you know, we did have some 

chemicals on-site that we're trying to get rid of 

in removal action number 2 5 .  Finally completed the 

nitric acid tank car, approximately 50 gallons of 

nitric acid were removed from that car, and are now 

in Plant 2 - 3 ,  where that acid will be neutralized 

and the neutralization material sent off-site. The 

tank car has been dismantled, it's now over on the 

scrap metal pad, and soils around the tank are 

excavated, and that material is being stored also. 

Paddy's Run erosion control. Of 

course, that was the addition of some more riprap, 
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that's the crush rock we put along the soils of the 

bank to keep it from eroding. 

Not shown on the slides, I think you 

all know and if you don't know I ' m  happy to tell 

you, that we finally got rid of that scrap pile 

that's out there and it's all been containerized, 

and most of that material is going to SEG for 

recycle. 

I'll turn you back over to Ken Morgan 

who will explain some more about the new format 

tonight and the little group sessions that we've 

got. Thank you. 

MR. MORGAN: All right. We've got 

three groups tonight. We have space for one here 

in the back and two in this adjacent room. In the 

back will be Gary Stegner, my colleague from the 

Department of Energy, who is going to facilitate a 

group on what do we do with the waste. This is not 

an easy problem. I know the people in the 

community here would like it to all just be gone, 

but there are many complex issues, like where are 

you going to move it to, nobody wants you to move 

it to their neighborhood, or if you're going to put 

it somewhere, maybe they don't want it there, and 
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we have to wrestle with that and find out what we 

can do, what the community would like to have 

happen, and a vision for what we can do. So that’s 

an important session. 

Now in here in this corner, in the 

far corner of the other room, I will be leading a 

small group session on public enrollment. As it 

happens, the Department of Energy is finally 

starting to really see that public involvement is 

good. The trouble is how do you do it. In fact, 

you hold public meetings, but are we really 

reaching people? I send out about 2,000 mailings 

and we get 4 0  or 5 0  people here. Maybe that‘s good 

and maybe that’s good enough. We send out mailers, 

we have many techniques, and maybe we’re not 

talking about the right stuff. Maybe we’re not 

doing the public involvement that people want to be 

involved in. I need some help in that. That‘s 

what that session will be about. 

Then in the corner of this room over 

here, Ken Alkema from FERMCO will be leading a 

small group discussion about future land use. The 

reason why Ken is leading that is because he 

formerly came from the State of Utah or he was in 
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the regulation business with that state and has had 

some experience in that area, and I think he will 

be a useful facilitator. 

A s  we said, we're going to run for 3 0  

minutes, and then someone will come around and tell 

us that 3 0  minutes is up. We'll take a short break 

then, let people get a rest, and then at the end of 

1 0  minutes we'll call everybody back. You have the 

option to go to any group you want. You can go 

back to the same group if you haven't really felt 

like you dealt with all the issues there, or you 

can go to another group. Okay? With that, we can 

90 

(Small Group Sessions.) 

MR. MORGAN: Folks, can we take our 

seats and we can wrap up. We tried tonight a new 

dynamic, and we tried to put a lot into two 

half-hour sessions. It seems like it takes about 

1 5  minutes to get warmed up good, just about the 

time that it's time to move. I want you to reflect 

on those things. It also seemed like it took me 

longer to get you apart from breaks and we're now 

8 : 4 0 .  I would suggest - -  I'll make a suggestion, I 

want to get consensus of the group. One of the 

G O 1 1  
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things I thought about when we planned our group 

was trying to give you an overview of what occurred 

in the small groups, and then we were going to go 

on into open Q and A with our usual presenters with 

EPA, Ohio EPA, and Lisa Crawford, and comments from 

the public. Given the lateness of the hour, one of 

the things we could do is instead of going through 

the review of the small groups is we can get those 

written up to you and in the mail to you within two 

weeks. We’ll get it in the mail to you, and then 

we could save that time and get right into the Q t s  

and A ’ s  with the group. What‘s the feeling about 

that? 

Mail? Mail, mail them out? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yeah. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Mail what out? I’m 

sorry, I wasn’t paying attention. 

MR. MORGAN: Rather than do a review 

of the small groups here, move right into public 

comment and do a mailing within two weeks of a 

review of the small group activity. I’m just 

offering it as a suggestion, and I wanted to hear 

what the feedback was. So far I‘ve heard several 

people say they would just as soon get the mailing 
pt(W 
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of what occurred in each group. Anybody else - -  

Lisa, you look skeptical. 

MS. CRAWFORD: When we talked about 

the process of dividing into three groups, my very 

last comment to you was when we bust up into three 

groups, it's very important, and we d o  this at our 

national meetings, to come back and do some kind of 

a reporting because people do not leave here 

feeling disconnected. The majority rules as far as 

I'm concerned. I mean I prefer that someone from 

each group give a very quick, and I'm a person who 

times people, a two-minute report, because I want 

to make sure when I leave here tonight - -  I didn't 

get to go to land use, and Ilm very interested to 

hear what was said in the land use group. As a 

citizens advisory board person, that's real 

important to me. That's my feeling. It takes away 

the divide and conquer attitude. 

MR. MORGAN: Yes, and that was 

certainly my intention when I spoke to you. 

Is there more feedback? 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I would like 

to know what was in the third one too that I 

missed. 

0063 PHONE ( 5 1 3 )  3 8 1 - 3 3 3 0  FAX ( 5 1 3 )  3 8 1 - 3 3 4 2  



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  

18  

1 9  

2 0  

21 

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

MR. MORGAN: Okay. How about a 

compromise, we'll do something very brief. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Two minutes, pick 

somebody to report and you do it in two minutes and 

that's it. Summarize very briefly. 

MR. MORGAN: Okay. 1'11 start with 

my group. 

What I heard was in our public 

involvement, one of our biggest problems is we're 

not communicating with our employees, and we need 

to relay a lot better with what we're doing with 

our employees and how we make sure that we get that 

dynamic going. We talked about small groups, the 

value of that in the work force, that we need to 

get more time with people so that they can interact 

and ask the questions that they need to have 

answered. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: You forgot 

the community was in there. 

MR. MORGAN: Yes, the other thing is 

that we're not reaching segments of the community. 

I didn't hear good solutions yet. We're going to 

have to work on this more. We heard some 

suggestions, but it was obvious we identified the 

n .  l-~lft! H 
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problem better than we identified the solution. 

The one thing we heard real clear is that we're not 

getting turnaround, that there's not 

responsiveness. Okay, we're starting to listen, 

but people don't know that anybody is reacting to 

what has been said because it takes too darn long 

or it doesn't happen at all. 

Those are the most important features 

that I got out of it. Fair? 

Gary, could you give us a debrief 

real quick on your session. 

MR. STEGNER: This will be real 

quick. The first group I think was very fascinated 

by the technology potential at Fernald. They 

wanted to know more about vitrification, what 

was, the potential for it at, for minimizing 

it 

waste. They were particularly interested in ,he 

MAWS, the Minimum Additive Waste Stabilization 

construction project we have going on at Fernald. 

There was some very basic questions, you know, what 

type of waste do we have at Fernald, what types of 

waste will be stored on-site, what would happen if 

the Nevada test site should close its borders to 

Fernald waste, what are the alternatives there. In 

p . ( \ 4  5 
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a nutshell, that's pretty much it. There was also 

some concern about transportation of waste also. 

MR. HANSEN: National level policy 

for waste disposition. 

MR. STEGNER: Good point, Ray, yes. 

There also was the point made that there needs to 

be a national policy on waste disposition. 

MR. MORGAN: Ken Alkema. 

MR. ALKEMA: Thank you, Ken. I 

cannot capsulate all of it in two minutes. We have 

pages and pages of comments, and I think that what 

I would suggest in summary is there is an extreme 

interest in this issue, what the future land use of 

the site should be, and that there needs to be a 

process developed that really helps build 

consensus, and that although it has started with 

the creation of the Task Force, one of the 

responsibilities they have, there's a lot more 

coming together that needs to occur, because there 

was an extreme diversity of opinions as to how this 

site should be cleaned up and used, ranging from 

using it as a waste disposal site, to using it as a 

pristine, back to what it was before the site was 

there. There were suggestions that cost should be 

r' A? 3 ,.e 
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a factor and also suggestions that cost should not 

be a factor, that it should be income producing, 

that it should be possibly given to the county or 

the local government to determine what the use 

should be or at least part of it. 

And I guess the bottom line would be 

the real diversity of discussion as to what should 

be done and that a consideration needs to be given 

as to how we come to conclusion as to what the 

future land use of the site should be. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Can I ask a question, 

Ken? This Ken, not you. 

MR. ALKEMA: I s  that all right? 

MR. MORGAN: That's okay. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Do we have your 

permission? Thank you. 

Was there any talk in your group 

about if the waste has to stay on this site what 

our possible future land use would then be? 

MR. ALKEMA: Yes, there were a lot 

of comments on that, more than one, and I can't 

encapsulate it in one comment, ranging from -- the 

variation was parts of the site could be used for 

this disposal with the buffer zone and then parts 

Spangler Reporting Services 
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of it used for something else. Again, that if we 

use it for a disposal site, it might dictate that 

there only could be limited uses for the site and 

in that direction. Yes, that did come up. We did 

capture then all, and we will definitely print them 

all up and get all those out. There’s a lot of 

good ideas. Yes. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Would putting 

trees on the site help because at least the oxygen 

would go into the air, can trees grow on that stuff 

or not? 

MR. ALKEMA: There are trees already 

growing on the site and in a lot of areas, yes, and 

I’m sure that will be one of the considerations, no 

matter how it is cleaned up in the future. 

MR. MORGAN: All right, we’re going 

to get back to you within two weeks. We will write 

down all of the comments we got recorded. I will 

not promise you we will have answers to those, but 

we want to make a record of it and we’ll try to 

grasp on what our path forward is as to how we‘re 

going to continue to resolve that so you have some 

sense of where we‘re going with these comments. If 

we can, we‘ll answer them in two weeks. We may not 
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be able to answer some of them in five years, but 

we will try to talk about what is our process for 

moving through those. Okay. 

With that, it's time for traditional 

comments from EPA. 

MR. SARIC: Thank you. I think that 

in going through this exercise tonight, it was 

quite interesting from my perspective to sit 

through both the waste disposition issue and how 

clean is clean -- or not the how clean is clean 

issue - -  but the future land use issue, and the how 

will, between these two things. There were 

of comments made in both groups that were 

overlapping and a lot of overlapping issues 

what we need to know, how clean is clean to 

clean is clean is the common denominator, if you 

a lot 

about 

determine what the future land use is or de,ermine 

what the future options are, and there are a lot of 

issues that overlap in this thing. It's very 

complicated and it's not very simple. 

One of the things I think that may 

help you figure out or try to understand this 

process or how we get to these remedies or how we 

figure out what's going on at the site is that, for 

n n 4  
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49 P 
an example, for OU-4 there's a Feasibility Study 

document, Feasibility Study and proposed plan 

document that's out there in draft right now. And 

that was submitted by DOE to our agency in 

September, and it's a good idea to take a what at 

this document -- it's like four volumes, it's real 

thick, and I wouldn't expect anybody to read 

through this thing unless you're really interested. 

But primarily in looking through the executive 

summary or flipping through this document, what 

you'll see is there's a whole range of alternatives 

that are there and it talks about cleanup levels 

and in a sense what are the potential alternatives 

that can be done with the K-65 silos given 

different scenarios, and you think about, consider 

things like cost and all the different things like 

protectiveness, leaving stuff on-site or off-site. 

All those things are involved in this document, and 

it is important from the public standpoint that you 

get involved in this process because probably with 

this OU-4 document, I'm going to say probably in 

January or February, maybe March, there will be a 

public meeting on this that will come forward and 

say in 60 days from now the agency is going to make 

A 
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a decision on what we do with this 49 ma &Rial, and 
here was this document that was out that’s going to 

talk about a remedy. 

So it’s very important. We‘re moving 

along in this pr.ocess very quickly, and once OU-4 

comes through, these other operable units are going 

to follow right behind with the same type of 

decisions, same type of documents that are really 

going to need everyone’s input. This is one of the 

reasons why we‘ve got this Task Force to try to get 

input on things like future land use and how clean 

is clean, because they‘re important issues that are 

going to affect everyone in this room, and that‘s 

why we’re all here, because we‘re all very 

concerned. Again, I think if there’s one thing I 

recommend, it’s that if you get a chance to look at 

these documents, it‘s very important. 

Overall, today I got a chance to tour 

the site again like I often did, and I guess it was 

very encouraging to see how much progress is 

continuing to go on. We‘re starting to see a lot 

of these removal actions’ work being completed, 

things being cleaned up on site, and the smaller 

removal actions relative to the whole big picture 
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of things, we're still moving forward. I think Ray 

Hansen touched on a couple of things that happened, 

that the South Plume groundwater pump and treat 

system getting on line, I think that is a big 

thing. It shows us a way to try to stop migration 

of that groundwater. Thatls a very, very big 

event. I know it's been very big in my eyes, and 

we're finally going to get moving. 

With that, I guess, you know, Ill1 

take any questions anyone has when I'm done later 

on sitting down, but keep aware of whatls going 

on. I think it is a key time f o r  all of us to pay 

attention and try to get involved in this process 

now. I think it was really good to go through 

these meetings today and bring up some of these 

ideas. Because these are things that I guess 

behind closed doors, where with Ohio EPA and DOE 

and ourselves, we've talked about a lot of these 

issues and throw these back and forth wondering 

what the people really think, and it was kind of 

good to sit back and hear what everybody thinks. 

Thank you. 

MR. MORGAN: Graham. For those of 

you who don't know, Graham Mitchell with Ohio EPA. 
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MR. MITCHELL: I'll be real brief, I 

would like to ditto what Jim just said. I think 

this meeting has been real good. It's always good 

to hear what the public thinks, and that's what 

we're here for tonight. 

Over the past few years, a lot of 

years that I've been working on this site, a couple 

of times I said when we got into trouble in the 

RI's and the OU-4, things like that, I made 

statements like the identification of the problems 

of the site are the easiest part of this process. 

We're really getting to the end of that process, 

we're really beginning to get a picture of what's 

wrong with the site, where work really needs to be 

done, and there's a lot of work that needs to be 

done. 

Now we're going to come into a harder 

part of the process, which is what you just heard 

about from Jim and what you hear about the process 

now, the FS documents, the Feasibility Study 

documents that are coming out. These are going to 

be where we make the decision, and when I say ''we, 

I mean all the parties in this room are making the 

decision. It is going to be very important, the 

11 
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big issue, you've heard them over and over again, 

how clean is clean, waste disposal, future use. 

They're all intertwined, they're all very 

important. You should all think about those and 

realize the tradeoffs of those. Realize the 

tradeoffs of all these things, realize if you say 

you want it all taken away, what that means in 

terms of cost, transportation; you want it to stay 

on the site, what that means as far as risks, 

things like that, what the real alternative, what 

the likely alternatives are going to be. Read 

these documents. A s  Jim said, you don't have to 

read the whole documents, as a matter of fact, I 

wouldn't recommend that to you, but get in and read 

the important parts. There's a proposed plan, the 

executive summary. 

Then we're going to get to the Record 

of Decision, and it's not that far off that we're 

going to have our decisions made on this site. 

We're going to - -  when we get to this process, it 

is going to be very important that we work closely 

together to make it through this process. Then the 

next part is the hardest because that's when the 

real work comes in. We're working towards the 

Spangler Reporting Services 
0024 

P H O N E  ( 5 1 3 )  3 8 1 - 3 3 3 0  F A X  ( 5 1 3 )  3 8 1 - 3 3 4 2  



1 

a 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

1 1  

1 2  

1 3  * 1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

1 9  

2 0  

21 

2 2  

2 3  

2 4  

2 5  

concept idea of how we're going to clean up each of 

these units. The real work is doing the cleanup, 

and that's where we're all going to have to work 

together as partners as well because it's going to 

be very difficult. Already you see the federal 

government losing some of its focus on the cleanup 

of DOE sites. Funding is being cut, and these 

groups here, everybody is going to have to work 

very hard to keep the funding, keep the attention 

focused on Fernald and other DOE sites in the 

complex to make sure that the cleanup is taking 

priority. 

I'll be here to answer questions. 

Also with me tonight from Ohio EPA is Mike Profitt, 

raise your hand, Miles Davidson, Curt Culver, and 

Phil Harris is here somewhere or was here -- back 

in the corner. Thank you very much. 

MS. NUNGESTER: Graham. 

MR. MITCHELL: Yes. 

MS. NUNGESTER: You guys made a real 

good point about reading the documents and 

everything. Now, for those of us in the immediate 

area, we know where to go get these, but there is a 

brochure back there that tells where the Public 
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Reading Room is. I see some new faces here 

tonight. They can stop and get these documents 

and/or copies of them and read them, and I just 

thought you should point that out. We're talking 

about documents but the public may not know where 

to go to get them. 

MR. MITCHELL: That's a real good 

point. I'm going to give it to Ken because I know 

how to get there but I don't know the actual 

address. 

MS. NUNGESTER: There's a brochure 

back there. 

MR. MORGAN: I'll tell you to pick 

up the brochure. I don't know the address, it's 

very useful actually. The address is right there. 

Do we have a map on that? Yeah, the map is 

wonderful. And for those of you who are new, boy 

we've got a lot of stuff for you to read if you 

want to, but the place to start is with the stuff 

back there in the back. That's an entry point f o r  

you. 

It's time now for Lisa Crawford, 

President of FRESH. 

MS. CRAWFORD: And I am going to be 

P m -  
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brief too. Maybe. 

Let's see, I looked at my notes from 

the last meeting, and believe it or not, you guys 

answered all the questions and all the comments 

that I had, and I was truly shocked about 6:OO 

tonight when I looked at this and said I don't get 

to yell at them because they answered my questions 

from the last meeting, so that's a plus. 

One of the things F R E S H  is eagerly 

awaiting to see is the MAWS demonstration that's 

been promised for months and hasn't happened. 

MR. MORGAN: So am I actually. 

MS. CRAWFORD: We would like to 

really make a big hard push for that to happen, and 

the other thing was the rotary kiln. We've heard 

no progress updates on what's happening with the 

rotary kiln right now, and that was another process 

when we toured the site back in, whenever, April or 

May or whatever, you know, we were told we needed a 

clean run, that some of us, you know, people could 

be invited in to kind of watch that. Those are two 

processes that really have not happened. So I'm 

making a plea that they happen. 

The second thing I have is, and I 
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brought this up in the waste round table or 

whatever that thing was back there. The plutonium 

that was found on the drum lid, the investigation, 

and that happened in June and here it is October 

and we have no, we have nothing on that yet. I 

think we need to kind of work on that and get this 

out and get this handled. 

A s  a member of the Fernald Citizens 

Task Force or the SSAD or whatever you're calling 

it, I know that FRESH is pleased with its progress 

s o  far, feeling a little overwhelmed and frustrated 

at the same time because it's a lot of work for all 

of us, but we're real hopeful that it works and 

we're real hopeful that we are able to come up with 

some good answers and some good suggestions at the 

same time. 

I wanted to commend you on this, on 

the Fernald Report, the Cleanup Report. I thought 

this one was the best one s o  far. 

MR. MORGAN: Great. 

MS. CRAWFORD: It wasn't 

repetitious, I didn't have to lay it down and say, 

gee, this is the same old stuff, I don't need to 

read this. I just found it to be really good and 

00x3 
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full of a lot of information. I know in the public 

participation round table in there, there was a 

suggestion, you know, that maybe a box be added 

with some, you know, pertinent information of 

current things that are happening, and that might 

be a good idea. 

The down side of this was that I 

didn't get this until Monday, and at my core 

meeting last night people said, yeah, I liked it, 

but I didn't get it until Monday. Our suggestion 

was maybe if we can try to get it out a little bit 

earlier than that, like ten days or something so 

people have the opportunity to read it and peruse 

through it and write their questions down. We do a 

newsletter too, and I know they are extremely hard 

to do, and we rarely meet a deadline with ours 

either, bu, if we could push it just a little bit 

back, I think it might be a little bit better. 

Let's see, I know that the first part 

of this meeting tonight went very quickly, and 

usually it's a rundown of all the O u t s  and what's 

happening and everything, and I noticed there are 

updated OU papers laying back here, and I think you 

or somebody else needs to remind people to pick 
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those up, to put them in your not 

were given several meetings ago because we didn't 

really get deep and heavy into the OU stuff, and I 

think it's important that we remind people -- 

hit$ people 

MR. MORGAN: Let m e  speak to that 

real quick. I want to remind people that our staff 

will stay here afterwards. G o  back, there will be 

people back by the different operable unit signs. 

If you have any questions at all, please, we'll 

stay as long as you're interested, and please pick 

up those brochures. 

MS. CRAWFORD: A lot of us attended 

your Ou workshop the other night, the days all run 

together, I don't remember when things happen 

anymore. It was a very good workshop. I thought 

it was real helpful. I think we need to continue 

that kind of workshops and round tables because 

it's one issue that people can spend two hours 

digging into and really asking the hard, tough 

questions that need to be asked. 

A couple of just comments, and the 

traffic issue in Ross has been addressed to the 

hilt this evening, and hopefully with some progress 

to be made and hopefully some folks will be gotten 

0030 
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back to within the next few days and addressing the 

traffic control issue in Ross. Hopefully the issue 

of not - -  the workers not being allowed to go 

off-site to eat and the whole issues of how we are 

affecting the economy in the Ross area need to be 

addressed immediately. And we’ve also been told 

that the cafeteria on the site will close. 

MR. MORGAN: It has closed. 

MS. CRAWFORD: The date I was given 

was the 20th. I didn‘t know exactly what date it 

was. The community didn‘t know anything about 

that, we were not informed that you were going to 

close your cafeteria. It goes back to the public 

participation issues. I don‘t work there and I 

don’t have to eat lunch there, thank God. But I 

feel for people. Where I work you have to go out 

and eat lunch, there is no place to eat, and I have 

an hour to do that, and I’m looking at some workers 

who are working on a waste site who can‘t leave the 

site, there‘s not a cafeteria for them to eat in. 

What the hell are they supposed to do? I feel for 

these people. This is not right. I personally 

don’t eat off of the roach coach, and I know you 

all know what I f m  talking about when I say a roach 
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coach, and I don't particularly want to eat three 

or four day old food out of a vending machine. The 

point is there's no communication when it comes to 

the issues that are facing the workers on the site, 

and us folks sitting out in the community feel for 

these people, and it's an issue. I heard that the 

cafeteria was closing from someone who works on the 

site. I hear a lot of things from someone who 

works on the site that I never hear from anybody 

else. And, you know, if I don't bring it up and 

ask and to let you know, there's a communication 

problem here, a big communication problem. And 

it's real apparent that contractors are not talking 

to the workers, the contractors and DOE are not 

talking, and there's a problem, there's a wedge. 

The wedge needs to be removed. 

The last thing I have is I was told 

that it was brought up a couple of times in some of 

the round tables this evening that the issue of the 

waste, the Ohio waste compact, low level waste 

compact site that's being debated around the State 

of Ohio that will be built here, maybe, we're not 

real sure about that just yet. 

MR. MITCHELL: Clarify it when you 
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say "here. 

MS. CRAWFORD: In Ohio, not here. 

In Ohio somewhere, not here. 

At our FRESH meeting next Thursday 

night, a week from tonight, we will have a woman 

coming in from the Ohio Environmental Council, who 

will be talking specifically about the low level 

waste disposal site that will be built somewhere in 

Ohio maybe. People are more than welcome to come 

to that, especially if you're really interested in 

that issue. And also we have copies of the Blue 

Ribbon Commission's report and some other things 

that have come out of the Governor's office on 

that. 

MR. MORGAN: That's next Thursday 

night, 7 : 3 0 ,  at the Venice Presbyterian Church. 

MS. CRAWFORD: In Ross on Layhigh 

Road. 

MR. MORGAN: Behind the post office. 

MS. CRAWFORD: No, right behind the 

antique mall. And the post office, okay. 

One more thing. I asked you about 3 0  

copies of the EM Progress Report, do we have those 

yet? 
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MR. MORGAN: No. 

MS. CRAWFORD: I also think that 

lots of people should be added to this mailing 

list. 

MR. MORGAN: I agree. 

MS. CRAWFORD: Maybe we could send 

DOE'S mailing list to DOE headquarters and just 

tell them to add all the people to this mailing 

list. This is a good publication. People need to 

see this and read this. It doesn't only tell you 

what's happening at Fernald, it tells you what's 

happening around the country. Gives people the 

national picture, a look at everywhere, not just 

here, and that's what people are going to need to 

make these tough decisions on land use and waste 

and how clean is clean and all those kind of 

issues. Thank you. 

MR. MORGAN: Thank you. Now, before 

I open it up to the general public, I want to make 

one more plea. Please give us some feedback on the 

nature of this meeting, if you like this approach, 

can we improve on this approach, should we do 

something different. Now we have all these 

questions here for you to answer, and if you 
0034 
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haven't got time f o r  that, we still have this place 

back here which is blank, and you can just write 

whatever pithy comment you have in mind right 

there, and I really would appreciate it. 

Now for the public, please. Yes, 

ma' am. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I have read 

in the paper that they were considering Morgan 

Township as a dump place, and I think that they 

should be invited to that meeting if they're going 

to talk about places that they are going to put the 

waste. 

MR. MORGAN: Yeah, the Morgan 

Township thing kind o f  got distorted, but we had a 

meeting with folks over in Morgan Township, and 

Morgan Township is represented on the Citizens Task 

Force, but we really don't anticipate any waste 

being in Morgan Township anyway. Edwa. 

MS. YOCUM: Ken, can you give any 

update on the Crosby public water system? 

MR. MORGAN: Well, we have sent a 

contract - -  There are two issues: The first issue 

is the Cincinnati Waterworks wants the Fernald site 

to buy water from the new system, and that will 
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help make the new system viable. We have agreed to 

do that. We have sent a contract to the Cincinnati 

Waterworks as well as to our headquarters, and 

they're both looking at it and arguing about it. 

It's very important that we get that resolved by 

November 9th. I'm optimistic, as optimistic as a 

bureaucrat can be. 

Then the other issue is the grant to 

pay for the construction of the water system. Now 

we have got the grant approved, but we have a 

treasury regulation that forbids us to pay all of 

the money for construction in a lump sum. The 

county would like to have that money up front to 

pay for the work done. However, if you've ever put 

an addition on a house or done anything like that, 

usually you don't want to pay the contractor the 

whole sum before he does the work. You either pay 

him in increments or after he gets done. So what 

we have done is we've asked -- the office that is 
going to issue the money is Oak Ridge. We've asked 

Oak Ridge to send a check of about a half million 

to the county to cover the costs incurred and some 

of the future costs, and we've also asked them to 

provide us with a work schedule so that we can pay 
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them in 30-day increments in advance for the work 

so that they can cover the construction work. 

That's where it stands right now. 

MS. YOCUM: Okay. Well, with DOE'S 

past record of always being late on deadlines, how 

can Cincinnati Waterworks be assured or Hamilton 

County Public Waterworks be assured they'll get 

their money in those 3 0  days? 

MR. MORGAN: All I can say is that 

the Department of Energy has stuck its neck out on 

this one with the public here, and if we don't 

follow through, we're going to be in deep trouble. 

I certainly don't want to be up here at the next 

public meeting trying to explain that one. 

MS. YOCUM: True, because we've been 

waiting four years, we don't want to wait another 

year. It's just that I just can't understand why 

DOE knows what they have done and they are 

obligated to give us clean, safe water, why it has 

taken so long when the Mounds plant up in Dayton or 

Miamisburg in two years' time received their water 

supply. Now maybe because they had plutonium in 

their water, but I mean we have uranium and 

thorium, and it just -- I mean am I going to have 
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to contact Harold - -  what is it - -  Channel 1 2 ,  

Howard Ain to get him to start working? 

not. I surely MR. MORGAN: I hope 

hope not. 

MS. YOCUM: I mean, if I have to get 

him out here, you know what that m-ans. I have 

been generous, I have not complained that much. 

You have publicly said that DOE has contaminated 

the aquifer, but you never publicly have said that 

you have contaminated the residents, wells and 

their only source of drinking water. 

MR. MORGAN: Well, 1'11 say it 

publicly right now. 

MS. YOCUM: I mean to the newspaper. 

MR. MORGAN: I don't know if they 

reported it, but I think we made it clear that we 

did that. 

MS. YOCUM: Because you have said 

the aquifer has been contaminated, but publicly you 

have not stated that you have contaminated private 

wells to an extent as far south as, what, you know, 

as far south as it goes. 

MR. MORGAN: Thank you, Edwa. Other 

commenters? 
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MS. NUNGESTER: I have a question. 

In your Cleanup Update, and as Lisa said before, 

this is better than the other ones, there's not a 

lot of facts and figure and it's not repeating 

everything, but you still use the proposed safe 

drinking water standard of 2 0  parts per billion. 

Is that still proposed? And that's more for the 

EPA I guess. Jim Saric, is that still proposed? 

MR. SARIC: Not written. 

MR. MORGAN: Still proposed. 

MS. NUNGESTER: My other comment is 

actually a request. As a resident that lives out 

here, I think that I have a right to know who is 

doing what work on the silos. Now, I want to know 

when they're being dismantled, emptied, whatever, 

whether that is Chemical Workers or Building Trades 

Workers, because I know Building Trades put them 

up, but at that time there was no concern about 

pitch blend, uranium, and everything else. I think 

it's important that we know that Chemical Workers 

are working on these projects or on different 

things. If they're just building a storage area 

where some drums are going to be put in, that's 

another thing if Building Trades works on that, but 

I I 
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actually working with those materials out there, 

the uranium and the thorium and stuff, I want to 

know that the Chemical Workers are handling those. 

MR. MORGAN: Okay. Which workers 

are working on those projects, we can get that to 

you. Other commenters? 

Well, thank you very much for coming 

tonight, and please give us some feedback o n  our 

meeting. We need them. And our staff will be in 

the back. 

- - -  

COMMUNITY MEETING CONCLUDED AT 9 : l O  P.M. 

- - -  
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C E R T I F I C A T E  

I, LOIS A. ROELL, RPR, the undersigned, a 

notary public-court reporter, do hereby certify 

that at the time and place stated herein, I 

recorded in stenotypy and thereafter had 

transcribed with computer-aided transcription the 

within ( 4 0 )  forty pages, and that the foregoing 

transcript of proceedings is a complete and 

accurate report of my said stenotypy notes. 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 

AUGUST 1 2 ,  1 9 9 7 .  

LOIS A. ROELL, RPR 

NOTARY PUBLIC-STATE OF OHIO 
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