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C I T I Z E N S  ADVISORY GROUP CREATED A T  FERNALD 

CINCINNATI, Ohio -- A citizens advisory group, the Fernald Citizens Task 

Force, has been created to help guide cleanup at the U.S. Department of 

Energy's (DOE) Fernald site. 

The Fernald Citizens Task Force i s  being formed by collaboration among 

the U . S .  Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), the Ohio Environmental 

Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), and DOE. It includes representatives of the 

constituencies affected by clean-up decisions. 

The objective of forming a task force is to seek consensus among these 

"stakeholders" concerning cleanup strategies, future uses of the Fernald site 

and other environmental restoration issues. U.S. EPA, Ohio EPA, and DOE have 

agreed to consider carefully the Task Force's recommendations in their 

decisionmaking processes, though its recommendations are not legally binding. 

The major concerns of the Task Force are: 
- 

0 What should be the future use of the site? 

0 What should be the cleanup levels? 

0 Where should radioactive and hazardous wastes present at the 
Fernald site be disposed? 

What should be the cleanup priorities? 0 
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1. ernald Citizens Task Force consists o f  14  stakeholders and two 

alternates.. Representatives from U.S. EPA, O h i o  EPA,  and DOE are ex-officio 

members of the task force and will p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t s  discussions. The 

stakeholder members and alternates are: 

Stakeholder 

John Applegate 

James Bierer 

Marvin C 1  awson 

Lisa Crawford 

Pam D u n n  

Constance Fox 

Guy Guckenberger 

Rose Hanak 

Jerry Monahan 

Thomas Rentschler 

Robert Schwab 

Warren E. S t r u n k  

Thomas Wagner 

Gene Wi 11 eke 

Russell Beckner (a l te rna te)  

Jackie Embry (a l te rna te)  

Jim Saric (ex-officio) 

/ Graham Mitchell ' (ex-officio) 1 

Constituency 

law professor, University of 
Cincinnati 

teacher, Ross School Dis t r ic t  

land owner near Fernald s i t e  

Fernald Residents fo r  Environment, 
Safety and Health ( F R E S H )  

F R E S H  

physician, Physicians for  Social 
Responsi bi 1 i t y  

Hamilton County Commissioner 

social worker, area resident 

Greater Cincinnati Building and 
Construction Trades Council 

Miami River Conservancy, area 
businessman 

president, Fernald Atomic Trades and 
Labor Council 

Crosby Township t rus tee  

community planning professor, 
University of Cincinnati 

environmental science professor, 
Miami University 

resident of the Fernald area 

nurse, Hamilton County Health 
Department 

U.S. EPA, Region V 

Ohio EPA 

- / J .  Phi l l ip  Hamric (ex-officio)DOE Fernald S i te  Manager 
/ 
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Members w i l l  serve w i t h o u t  pay, a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w i l l  be re imbursed f o r  

t r a v e l  and o t h e r  expenses. DOE i s  p r o v i d i n g  f u n d i n g  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  suppor t  

f o r  t h e  commit tee. 

John Applegate,  who s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  env i ronmen ta l  l aw  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

of C i n c i n n a t i  Co l l ege  o f  Law, w i l l  c h a i r  t h e  Task Force. Professor  Applegate 

sa id ,  "The goa l  o f  t h i s  Task Force i s  t o  enhance s t a k e h o l d e r  i nvo l vemen t  and 

t o  improve dec is ionmaking i n  t h e  Fe rna ld  r e s t o r a t i o n  process.  The two go hand 

i n  hand: B e t t e r  d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  mean g r e a t e r  p u b l i c  acceptance o f  t hose  

d e c i s i o n s .  P u b l i c  acceptance i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  d e c i s i o n s  about t h e  

f u t u r e  use o f  t h e  Fe rna ld  s i t e . "  N o t i n g  t h a t  DOE i s  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  c leanup 

of  many s i t e s  around t h e  c o u n t r y ,  Applegate s t a t e d ,  "It i s  my hope t h a t  t h e  

F e r n a l d  C i t i z e n s  Task Force w i l l  be a model f o r  c i t i z e n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  o t h e r  

r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t s . "  

Nominees f o r  t h e  Fe rna ld  C i t i z e n s  Task Force were s e l e c t e d  by D r .  E u l a  

Bingham, a U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i  p r o f e s s o r  o f  env i ronmenta l  h e a l t h  i n  t h e  

C o l l e g e  o f  Med ic ine  and d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Ohio Hazardous Substances Research, 

Educat ion,  and Management I n s t i t u t e .  D r .  Bingham served as convener f o r  t h e  

a d v i s o r y  group, and has spent t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  months t a l k i n g  w i t h  key 

s takeho lde rs  and i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  about t h e  t a s k  f o r c e ' s  m iss ion .  She a l s o  

devel  oped a s p e c i f i c  c h a r t e r  f o r  t h e  adv i  s o r y  group. 

p r a i s e d  D r .  Bingham's e f f o r t s .  " D r .  Bingham has assembled a t r u l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  group of i n d i v i d u a l s  commit ted t o  a b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  F e r n a l d  

and i t s  ne ighbors .  It 

P r o f e s s o r  Appl egate 

The f i r s t  p u b l i c  meet ing of t h e  Task Force w i l l  be i n  l a t e  September o r  

e a r l y  October.  Task Force members t o u r e d  t h e  F e r n a l d  s i t e  September 9. 
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*"F&rnald is a DOE site being remediated under a Comprehensive c 

I Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) agreement 

between DOE and th? U. S. EPA. Fernald Environmental Restoration Management 

Corporation (FERMCO) is managing the cleanup of Fernald, which ended its 

uranium production mission in 1989, under an Environmental Restoration 

Management Contract for DOE. 
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