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Mr. James A. Saric, Remedial Project Director
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region V - SHRE-8J

77 W. Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, I1linois 60604-3590

Mr. Graham E. Mitchell, Project Manager
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

40 South Main Street

Dayton, Ohio 45402-2086

Dear Mr. Saric and Mr. Mitchell:
PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE INTERIM RECORD OF DECISION FOR OPERABLE UNIT 3

The Proposed Plan (PP) for the Interim Record of Decision for Operable Unit 3
was approved by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
and the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) on December 3, 1993.

The purpose of this letter is to formally respond to a previous OEPA comment
pertaining to the PP.

Comment

The Department of Energy (DOE) fails to provide a schedule or commitment for
developing the "required National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review" for
permitted disposal facilities. DOE is scheduled to dispose of some Fernald
Environmental Management Project (FEMP) materials at the Envirocare facility
in Utah during 1994, and has previously disposed of DOE wastes at the site.

It would seem the NEPA review would have been conducted for this facility
already. DOE should provide a justification for not including this facility -
within the document.

Response

The disposition of materials generated by the Operabie Unit 3 (0U3) interim
action will be addressed by the final OU3 Feasibility Study (FS) and with the
FS, the required NEPA review of permitted disposal facilities will occur. To
allow the interim action to proceed with the dismantlement of the 0U3
facilities, a small quantity of material consisting of non-recoverables and
non-recyclables will be dispositioned off-site. The release of this limited
quantity of material would only occur until the final Record of decision (ROD)
for OU3 determines the final treatment and disposition options.
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Evaluation of OU3 material disposition is within the scope of the 0U3 FS, and
DOE cannot, at this time, commit to a disposition location for all waste
streams resulting from this action. The procurement regulations that govern
DOE contracting require competition for DOE to select a commercial disposal
facility. Selecting a single commercial disposal facility or development of
NEPA review documentation could unfairly bias any competitive procurement
process and result in legal disputes further delaying the implementation of
the interim action. The initial selection of the Nevada Test Site (NTS) as
the facility to receive the limited quantity of materials to be dispositioned
before the final ROD was possible because it is current DOE policy to ship low
level radioactive wastes to NTS. As you have pointed out, Envirocare in
addition to NTS is an available option to pursue for disposition of waste
streams. The use of commercial facilities, and other licensed disposal
facilities such as Envirocare, will be evaluated once DOE policies concerning
commercial disposal facilities and the procurement process are complete. Once
the final ROD for OU3 is issued, the final treatment and disposition of the
waste streams will be determined. The final FS and ROD for OU3 will contain
the NEPA review for OU3 materials.

It is DOE’s desire to initiate this interim activity as quickly as practical.
The issue of off-site disposal will be thoroughly evaluated in the upcoming
submittal of the OUl FS/PP.

If you or your staff have any questions, please contact Johnny Reising at
(513) 648-3139.

Sincerely,

ck R. Craig
ssistant Manager
Environmental Restoration

FN:Reising

cc:

K. H. Chaney, EM-424, TREV

D. R. Kozlowski, EM-424 TREV
G. Jablonowski, USEPA-V, AT-18J
J. Kwasniewski, OEPA-Columbus
P. Harris, OEPA-Dayton

M. Proffitt, OEPA-Dayton

T. Schneider, OEPA-Dayton

J. Michaels, PRC '

L. August, GeoTrans

R. L. Glenn, Parsons

F. Bell, ATSDR

K. L. Alkema, FERMCO/65-2

P. F. Clay, FERMCO/19

J. W. Thiesing, FERMCO

AR Coordinator, FERMCO





