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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION (CX) DETERMINATION 

Shipment o f  Igni table  and Combustible Liquids 
FEMP NEPA Document No. 445 

Fernal d Environmental Management Project  
Fernal d, Ohio 

Proposed Action 

The United States Department of Energy (DOE) proposes to transfer ignitable and 
combustible 1 iquid waste mixtures from the Fernald Environmental Management 
Project (FEMP) to the K-25 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Incinerator 
located in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

Locat i on 

The proposed action would provide for the handling, loading, and shipment of 
ignitable and combustible waste from the FEMP to Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Packaging 
and loading activities would take place within the former Production Area located 
near the center of the FEMP site. The FEMP site occupies 425 hectares (ha) 
(1,051 acres) and is located approximately 29 km (18 miles) northwest of downtown 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Backqround 

The DOE has several 55-gallon drums that contain ignitable and combustible 
liquids. The liquid waste will be separated from all solid and sludge materials 
which might restrict the flow during transfer, and placed into bulk liquid 
storage tanks. Once the waste has met waste acceptance criteria, it will be 
shipped in batch form to the Oak Ridge, Tennessee K-25 TSCA Incinerator. The 
proposed action will involve a total of approximately 22 shipments: approximately 
21 shipments containing ignitable and combustible liquids and one shipment 
containing radioactive polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) . The proposed action 
will comply with all regulatory policy under the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) , TSCA, and Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
regul ati ons concerning transportation of hazardous materi a1 s. 

Description o f  the Proposed Action 

This project includes the activities necessary to transfer ignitable and 
combustible liquid wastes and sludge mixtures presently stored at the FEMP to the 
K-25 TSCA Incinerator located in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 

Beginning with the first shipment, the duration of the proposed action will be 
approximately 18 months. The project constitutes a six phase work effort that 
includes the following: 

e testing the waste to verify compatibility before consolidation and 
s h i ppi ng 
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0 t r a n s f e r r i n g  i g n i t a b l e  and combust ib le  l i q u i d  wastes, c u r r e n t l y  
s t o r e d  i n  drums, t o  b u l k  l i q u i d  s torage tanks  

0 consol  i d a t i n g  s ludge and s o l  i d s  recovered d u r i n g  t r a n s f e r  t o  b u l k  
l i q u i d  s torage tanks  

a sampl ing s torage t a n k  conten ts  f o r  a n a l y s i s  accord ing  t o  t h e  Waste 
Acceptance Plan o f  t h e  K-25 TSCA I n c i n e r a t o r .  

0 t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  l i q u i d  wastes from storage tanks t o  t a n k e r  t r a i l e r s  

a s h i p p i n g  t h e  waste v i a  a DOT-approved t a n k e r  t r u c k s  making 
approx imate ly  22 t r i p s .  

C a t e q o r i c a l  Exc lus ion  t o  be Appl l e d  

The a u t h o r i t y  f o r  f i n d i n g  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  NEPA Categor ica l  
Exc lus ion  i s  conta ined i n  Subpart  D of t h e  r e v i s e d  10 C.F.R.  1021, e n t i t l e d  
"Nat iona l  Environmental Pol i c y  Ac t  Imp1 ementing Procedures and Guide1 i n e s .  'I The 
F i n a l  Rule and Not ice,  e f f e c t i v e  May 26, 1992, i nc ludes  a r e v i s e d  and expanded 
l i s t  o f  Categor ica l  Exc lus ions t h a t  a r e  c lasses o f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  n o r m a l l y  do n o t  
r e q u i r e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of e i t h e r  an Environmental Impact Statement o r  an 
Environmental  Assessment. 

The F i n a l  Rule and N o t i c e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i s t s  i n  P a r t  1021, Appendix B t o  Subpart 
D, Sec t ion  1021.410, B6.l(b), t h e  f o l l o w i n g  as types o f  a c t i o n s  t h a t  a re  
C a t e g o r i c a l  Exc lus ions a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Environmental R e s t o r a t i o n  and Waste 
Management A c t i v i t i e s :  

B6.1 Removal a c t i o n s  under CERCLA ( i n c l u d i n g  those taken as f i n a l  response 
a c t i o n s  and those taken before remedial  a c t i o n )  and removal- type a c t i o n s  
s i m i l a r  i n  scope under RCRA and o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  those taken 
as p a r t i a l  c l o s u r e  a c t i o n s  and those taken b e f o r e  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n ) ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t reatment  (e.g., i n c i n e r a t i o n ) ,  recovery,  storage, o r  d isposa l  
o f  wastes a t  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  c u r r e n t l y  h a n d l i n g  t h e  t y p e  o f  waste 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  removal a c t i o n .  These a c t i o n s  w i l l  meet t h e  CERCLA 
r e g u l a t o r y  c o s t  and t i m e  l i m i t s  o r  s a t i s f y  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two r e g u l a t o r y  
exemptions from those c o s t  and t i m e  l i m i t s  (Nat iona l  Cont ingency Plan, 40 
CFR p a r t  300). These a c t i o n s  inc lude,  b u t  a re  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :  

(b)  Removal o f  b u l k  c o n t a i n e r s  ( f o r  example, drums and b a r r e l s )  t h a t  
c o n t a i n  o r  may c o n t a i n  hazardous substances, p o l l u t a n t s ,  
contaminants.  CERCLA-excl uded pet ro leum o r  n a t u r a l  gas produc ts  o r  
hazardous wastes (designed i n  40 CFR p a r t  261), i f  such a c t i o n s  
would reduce t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s p i l l a g e ,  leakage, f i r e ,  exp los ion ,  
o r  exposure t o  humans, animals, o r  t h e  food cha in .  

T h i s  C a t e g o r i c a l  Exc lus ion  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  s ince  t h e  proposed a c t i o n  w i l l  be t h e  
shipment o f  hazardous substances ( i  .e. , i g n i t a b l e  and combust ib le)  f o r  
i n c i n e r a t i o n  as r e q u i r e d  by TSCA and RCRA. The proposed a c t i o n  w i l l  n o t  v i o l a t e  

d 
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applicable s ta tutory,  regulatory, or permit requirements; i t  will not require 
s i t ing  and construction nor major expansion of waste disposal, recovery, or 
treatment f a c i l i t i e s ;  and i t  will no t  have significant adverse impact on any 
environmentally sensitive, areas (e .g . ,  wetlands, floodplains, or the sole-source 
aquifer) .  

Compl i ance Act i on 

I have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for  the.CX 
referenced. Therefore, the proposed action i s  categorically excluded from 
further NEPA review and documentation. 

Approval : 

U.S. Department of Eiergy, Fernald Field Office 




