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Department of Energy 
Fernald Environmental Management Project 

P.O. Box 398705 
Ci nci n nat I, 0 h io 45239-8705 

(513) 738-6357 

APR 1 8 1994 
DOE-1514-94 

M r .  James A. S a r i c ,  Remedial P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r  
U. S.  Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency 
Region V-5HRE-8J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  60604-3590 

M r .  Thomas Schneider,  P r o j e c t  Manager 
Ohio Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency 
40 South Main S t r e e t  
Dayton, Ohio 45402-2086 

Dear M r .  S a r i c  and M r .  Schneider:  

OPERABLE UNIT  4 CONSENT AGREEMENT SCHEDULE - REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE 
FEASIBILITY STUDY/PROPOSED PLAN-DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT PUBLIC 
REVIEW PERIOD AND THE SUBMITTAL OF THE DRAFT RECORD OF DECISION TO THE UNITED 
STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Reference: L e t t e r ,  Maud N a r o l l  t o  Ken Morgan, "Fe rna ld  Environmental  Impact 
Statement, Operable U n i t  4, Fe rna ld ,  Ohio," da ted  A p r i l  5 ,  1994 

I n  accordance w i t h  t h e  Amended Consent Agreement (September 1991), t h e  
b a s e l i n e  schedule f o r  t h e  Operable U n i t  4 Record o f  D e c i s i o n  (ROD) r e q u i r e s  
t h e  s u b m i t t a l  o f  t h e  Proposed D r a f t  Record of Dec is ion  f o r  Remedial A c t i o n s  a t  
Operable U n i t  4 t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (U.S. 
EPA) on o r  b e f o r e  June 10, 1994. The comp le t i on  o f  t h e  ongoing 45-day p u b l i c  
rev iew  p e r i o d  (March 7 ,  1994 through A p r i l  20, 1994) f o r  t h e  Operable U n i t  4 
F e a s i b i l i t y  StudylProposed P lan -Dra f t  Environmental  Impact Statement (FS/PP-  
D E I S )  i s  r e q u i r e d  be fo re  t h e  Proposed D r a f t  Record o f  Dec is ion  f o r  Remedial 
Ac t i ons  a t  Operable U n i t  4 can be f i n a l i z e d  and submi t ted  t o  t h e  U.S. EPA. 

On A p r i l  13, 1994, t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  Department o f  Energy, F e r n a l d  F i e l d  
O f f i c e  (DOE-FN) r e c e i v e d  a f o r m a l  reques t  (see enclosed r e f e r e n c e d  l e t t e r )  
f rom t h e  S t a t e  of  Nevada, Department o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t o  ex tend  t h e  Operable 
U n i t  4 (OU4) p u b l i c  rev iew  p e r i o d  by 60 days i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  t h e  r e c e n t l y  
formed C i t i z e n s  Adv iso ry  Board f o r  Nevada Tes t  S i t e  Operat ions adequate t i m e  
t o  rev iew  t h e  OU4 F S / P P - D E I S .  
Environmental  Management P r o j e c t  (FEMP) s i t e ,  t h e  DOE-FN c o n s i d e r s  t h e  r e q u e s t  
f o r  e x t e n s i o n  t o  be l e g i t i m a t e  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
Nat i onal O i  1 and Hazardous Substance Pol 1 u t i  on Cont i ngency P1 an, 40 CFR 
§300.430( f )  ( 3 )  (i) ( C )  as f o l l o w s :  

As t h e  l e a d  agency f o r  t h e  F e r n a l d  
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' I .  . .Upon t i m e l y  request ,  t h e  l e a d  agency [DOE-FN] w i l l  ex tend  
t h e  p u b l i c  comment p e r i o d  by a minimum o f  30 a d d i t i o n a l  days;. . I' 

The DOE-FN recommends t h a t  a 30-day ex tens ion  be g r a n t e d  as opposed t o  t h e  
requested 60-day ex tens ion ,  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  m in im ize  schedule impacts,  as w e l l  
as p r o v i d i n g  adequate t i m e  f o r  p u b l i c  rev iew.  

Therefore,  pu rsuan t  t o  t h e  Amended Consent Agreement (1991) , S e c t i o n s  X V I I 1 . A  
and XVII I .B.5,  t h e  DOE-FN b e l i e v e s  t h a t  good cause e x i s t s  t o  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t  
a 30-day e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  schedule f o r  t h e  comp le t i on  o f  t h e  OU4 FS/PP-DEIS 
p u b l i c  rev iew  p e r i o d  from A p r i l  20, 1994 t o  May 20, 1994. L ikewise,  t h e  DOE- 
FN reques ts  a 30-day ex tens ion  t o  t h e  s u b m i t t a l  o f  t h e  Proposed D r a f t  Record 
o f  Dec is ion  f o r  Remedial Ac t i ons  a t  Operable U n i t  4 t o  t h e  U.S. EPA from June 
10, 1994 t o  J u l y  10, 1994. 

The DOE-FN w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Proposed Draft Record of Dec is ion  f o r  Remedial Ac t i ons  a t  Operable U n i t  4 b o t h  
d u r i n g  and a f t e r  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  extended OU4 FS/PP-DEIS pub1 i c  comment 
p e r i o d .  Every e f f o r t  w i l l  be made t o  min imize t h e  impact t h i s  schedule 
ex tens ion  may have upon t h e  o v e r a l l  OU4 r e m e d i a t i o n  schedule.  

I f  you have any comments o r  ques t i ons  on t h i s  reques t ,  p lease  c o n t a c t  Randi 
A l l e n  (513-648-3102) a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  convenience. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

FN:A11 en 

cc:  

K.  A. Chaney, EM-424, TREV 
D. R. Koz lowski ,  EM-424, TREV 
G.  Jablonowski ,  USEPA-V, AT-18J 
J. Kwasniewski, OEPA-Columbus 
P.  H a r r i s ,  OEPA-Dayton 
M.  P r o f f i t t ,  OEPA-Dayton 
T. Schneider, OEPA-Dayton 
R. Owen, ODOH 
J. Michaels,  PRC 
L. August, GeoTrans 
F. Bel 1, ATSDR 
AR Coord ina to r ,  FERMCO 

ack R. C r a i g  
Fe rna ld  Remediat ion A c t i o n  
P r o j e c t  Manager U 
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STATE OF NEVADA -. 5 4 1 8  JOHN P. CO 
Dlrertc 

DEPARTMENT OF ADMfNISTRATION 
Capitol Complex 

Carcon Clty. Nevada 89710 
Fax (702) 687-9983 

(702) 6874066 

April 5, 1994 

Yr. Sen Korgan 
?ublic Information Director 
ATTN: FS/PP-DEIS Comments 
Fernald F i e l d  C f f i c e  
U.S. Department of Energy 
P . O .  Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

RE: Fernald Environmental Impaat Btatrment, operable unit 4 
Barnald O h i o  

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

ThanK you for providing the S t a t e  of Nevada t h e  opportunity 
t o  rev iew the Department of  Enerqy'e Feasibility Study/Proposed 
? I a n  Draft E n v i r c n n e n t a l  Impact Sta tement  ( E I S )  for Remedial 
.4ct:on ut Operable U n i t  (OU) 4 o f  t h e  Fernald Environmental 
Management Project (FEMP).  As YOU know, this "Draf t  EISn 
asseesea alternatives f o r  the removal, treatment, and didposal of 
radioactive material at DOE'S Fernald site near Cincinnati, Ohlo. 

The proposed action analyzed in the D r a f t  EIS is to a s e e ~ s  
the p o t e n t i a l  environmental impacts of  DOE'S p r e f e r r e d  
alternative, which is to remove s i l o  materials and s u r r o u n d i n g  
envircnmental media, stabilize the product t h r o u g h  vitrification, 
and send t h e  treated material to t h e  Nevada Test  Site 
f i n a l  disposal. 
from DOE'S Nevada Operations Office ( D O E / N V ) ,  if the proposed  
action is implemented, over 300,000 cubic y a r d s  of radioactive 
z a s t e  would be disposed of at NTS. Disposal activities would 
cover a period of approximately t h i r t y  years. 

(NTS) for 
According to information provided to o f f i c i a l s  
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AE YOU know, comments on t h e  Draft EIS are due on April 2 0 ,  
1 9 9 4 .  However, f o r  the reaeon discussed below, we believe the 
comment due date should be extended to facilitate a more 
comprehensive etakeholder involvement process fo r  the citizens of 
Nevada 

Recently, a group of concerned Nevadans, affected Indian 
Tribes, and local government officials along with officials from 
the S t a t e  and DOE j o i n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the establishment of a 
Site Specific Advisory Board for DOE/NV's Environmental 
Restoration and Waste Management Program at the NTS. 
is officially titled The Citizens Advisory Board for NTS Programs 
(CAB). This new CAB f o r  NTS proqramd held its first 
organizational meeting on March 8th, 1994. 

The group 

~ s c a u s e  t he  CAE w i l l  likely play  a key role in advising 
~ ; O E / N V  abou t  stakeholder concerns involving major program 
d e c i s i o n s  such as those proposed i n  the above mentioned document, 
we believe it i s  of paramount importance that t h e  CAB be given 
t h e  opportunity to discuss the possibility of requesting a 
briefing on the proposed action and alternatives discussed in the 
Draft EIS. 

YOU might recall that such a briefing was provided by DOE 
officials and contractors from FEMP to o f f i c i a l s  from DOE/NV and 
the State of Nevada. Granting our request f o r  an extended 
comments p e r i o d  of at least 60 days would allow the CAB to 
address this issue at its next meeting,  which is scheduled f o r  
April 20, 1994. 

We await your prompt decision concerning t h i s  request. 

Sincerely, 

Maud Naroll 
S t a t e  C l e a t  i n g h o u s e  

m / j b w  
CC: Members, Citizens Advisory 8oard NTS Programs 

Governors office and Affected S t a t e  Agencies 
Nevada Congressional Delegation 
Carol M. Borgstrom DOEHQ\NEPA 
Nick C. Aquilina, DOE/NV 

Donald R. Elle ,  DOE/NV 
Joseph Piore, DOE/NV OOOOO$ 
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