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RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC REQUEST DURING HEARING BEFORE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

07/22/87 

DOE METZENBAUM 
3 
LETTER 



HOnor8bl P Howard 1% t4s trenbaun 
Unlted States Senato 
~8 sh 1 ng ton, DC 20St0 

bear S e n a t w  :le t renbah:  

T h l s  l e t t e r  responds to your s p e c f f k  r e q u e s t  expressed d w l n  the J u l y  17, 

infomation brr the Department bf Energy 's  plans for f i n a l  d i s p o s t t f o n  o f  the 
(-65 r l l o  resfdue,  a t  the Fced r4atetialr Production Center (FIVS) a t  Ferna ld ,  
Ohlo. The enctosur8~cofltahs tha infomatton you requested and W a s  
providcd to your staff on Tuesday, July 21, 198h 

Thg pepartntnt  l 8  Corrqltted t o  grotect lng  the pub!fc and the workers e t  the 
rernald S Q t c .  k look Qorw9td t o  w o r t h 0  w i t h  you on the c o n t f n u e d  overall  
fqgroveieqt  of c o n d l t f o n s  @t  the s i t e  and during future r o n e d i a l  actions. 

As e lrpla lned I n  the e n c l o s e d  r e s p o n ~ e ,  tnterfm tmprovenentr 8 s  ,1811 
I S  1ong.ter;;l reqcdial a c t l o u s  v u  b e l n g  addressed pursuant t o  the Fedora1 
facllf t i e s  Conplianco Agrement w f t h  thq U. S, Envlronnentsl P r o t e c t i o n  
A g e x y  ( € ? A ) ,  Reglon Y.  A l l  bct lons  I n v o l v t n g  the K-65 s l l o s  require €PA 
revfeki bnd approvat p r t o r  t o  fhph%!ntat!on, We are currently exptortng the 

slte-w!be renedirl process $0 t h a t  a1  t e r n a t h e r  for f u r t h e r  rrmedlation nay 
>e consfdered by CPA a t  a n  earlier date,  

1987, h e w i n g  before t h e  Subcornittee on Cnetgy 4esearch and 1 evelopnBnt for 

/ 

. 

b pgsrlbility of addresslnp theJ-65 s i l o s  u a separa te  u n i t  w l t h t n  the 

. Eric? o w e  * 
I 

Sincerely,  

Igaty 1' walker 
A s s f  s tant  Sccretbry for 

E n v i r o n n e n t ,  Safetyi and Health 
, '  
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K-65 S f h ~  Rtflgdial A c t i v i t i e s  

The K - C 5  s l l o t  have  been used for storbgo o f  approxfwtely 7,200 
cubic yards o f  h l g h  s p c z i f k  a c t l v !  ty, low-level radlum bearing 
residues,  w h k h  r e s u l t e d  f r m  the u m l m  processing conducted s t  the 
Feed M a t e r i a l s  Productfon Csrltor (FWC) bnd tbs Msldor\ Sprtngt  
(Ill ssour! 1 s f  t o  from 1953 through 19%. Necessary niintensnct 
hprovenents h a v e  Seen nbde on th? s l h k  d u r h g  t3efr use for storage 
purposes. l n  1364, an e w t h e n  tnbbnknant was p l a c s d  around the tvm 
N o s  t 3  provlda protestive swart, Iq 1979, a l l  tank opcntnos uero 
sealed to prov ide  t o t a l  e n c l o s ~ f t ,  The earthen e-ba?krneqt \ ids further 
enlarg$d I n  1383 t o  alleuiata S o l 1  erosfon.  3rotcctfve c o v ~ f s  
conslstfnQ o f  p r e f a b r l c a t a d  w3od and m e t d l .  s tructures  ! e r g  placaa over 
tho dons I n  1986 fallorring f d e n t l f t c a t f o q  g f  cracks f n  the  center of 
t h e  done,. 

Based 07 avalIa3lc I n f o m t f O n ,  tbe  3tpsrtmPnt of  Energy 5el l e v e t  
t h a  K-65 s l l o s  do n o t  prcsont a n  inn?dlete endaqgorn?fit t o  F14PC worker$ 
or t o  t9e iurroundlng  connun! t y ,  Hawaver, t *a  Oepwtnent i s  coani t t c d  
t o  fnprovln the  e x l s t i n g  condft fonr of the r f l o s  f n  order to  ensure 

dfsDorftiOn are developed and Inplenantgd. In this regard, ne a r e  
contfnuing t o  undertake fnterfn correctha a c t f a n ,  These b t t f o %  nust 
be dpproved by the U t $ ,  Envhomental  ?wtec t ion  Agency (EPA)  s h c e  
the K-65 S l loS  d f e  1n:hdod t n  the fed?ral Facllitier W 9 l l a n c e  
Agrement (FFC4) betwei?n DOE and <PA, 2egion V ,  which iris signed In 
Ju ly  1986, For those a c t h l t f e s  whish raqulte  an 3 h f 3  s t a t e  pemlt, 
DOE secures t h e  necersbry s t b t s  revleh and approval  , 

:le hcl  t e v ?  the fo11Owing i n t w i r l  bcf lont  wll1 p r w i d e  for' safe 
storage o f  these naterldlt w h l l e  lon t e r n  aztlons are b e l n g  a v a l u W  

- 9  A prsssure/twperbtute nonttorlng rystem has  b$en fnrtalled bnd in  
c o l l e c t i n g  d W .  Thls d a t a  will be used  I n  developfnp m e d i a l .  
Utt On$. b 

t h a t  p o t c q t  3 a1 rfrrtr'are a l n h f r e d  while pla9b for h n g  twm 

rnd lcqltaanisd, The short-tern a c t  3 fins arc; 

- 0  A radm nonitorlng progrim at the s t t e  3wndat-y *. and o f f s l t a  
envl roment has been hplemnted. 

-- A Sc:urity fence e n d  a c l o s e d - c l r c u l t  TY nonitorfng syrten'hat been 
fnstalted around the s i l o  #rea$, - A c c e s s  t o  t h Q  Y-55  s t l o  area has rt lo 
been rettr'lctcd. I 
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- *  A I a n  hss bee.? &VClgped t o  f i l l  the void E D O C B  between the 
m a t e r  0 a1 I n  t h e  s f l o s  and t h e  d w e  w l t h  a oolyurethane foan. 

1.87, ! Fol r owins i n s t a l l a t t o n  3 f  the foan, ths dones would be sealed. 

current1 y ,  thl s p l a n  f s u n d t t g 3 l  ng tec+nical  ravleu prior t o  submf $ $ f  On 
t o  the E ? A b  I t  i t  s n t k i p a t e d  t h a t  the  foan naterlal w i l l  absorb the 
the r s h n  gcs and ~ S G  p foutdg  ttrustursl support for t h e  donet, I f  
a proved b [?A and Ohio EPA, t h e  foaa w i l l  38 i n t t d l l e d  by the Fa11 of  

The Installation of t h 8  t e 8 1 w t  1 8  t t n p v d t u f e  dependent ,  and the 
ear l i e s t  7 r a c t l c a b l e  schedule f n d f t a t e s  a Spring 1988 conplet!vo, 
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