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RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC REQUEST DURING HEARING BEFORE
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

07/22/87
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Depertiment of Energy 5884
Washinglon, DC 20688 |

July 22, 1987

Honorable Howard M. Metzendaum
Unfted States Senate
Washington, OC 20510

Dear Senator Metzenbaum:

This letter responds to your specific request expressed during the July 17,
1987, hearing before the Subcommittee on Energy Research and gevelopmént for
{nformation 0n the Department of Energy's plans for final disposition of the
Ke65 s110 resfdues at the Feed Mater{als Production Center (FMPC) at Fernald,
Ohfio, The enclosurs-gontains the information you requested and wat

provided to your staff on Tuesday, July 21, 1987,

The Deparnﬁent 13 committed to protecting the public and the workers at the
Fernald Sfte. W2 Yook forward to working with you on the continued overall
{moroverent of conditions at the site and during future remedia) actions,

As explafngd fn the enclosed response, fnterim fmprovements as well

s longetern rencdial actions are being addressed pursuant to the Fedoral
Facilities Compliance Agreament with the U, S, Environmental Protection
Ageacy (EPA), Region Y, A1l actions fnvolving the K-65 silos require EPA
review and approval prior to inplemantation, We are currently exploring the
possibility of addressing the K-65 sflos a3 a separate unit within the
sfte-wide remedfal process so that alternatives for further remediation may
be considered by EPA at 3n earlier date, ‘

Sincerely,

U3 0
Mary Lo Walker

_ Assistant Secretary for
. Environment, Safety, and'Health
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K-65 Silos Remedial Activities

The K~65 sflos have been used for storage of approximately 7,200
" cubfe yards of high spesific actfvity, Tow-level radium bearing
residues, which resulted from the uranfun processfng conducted at the
Feed Materfals Production Canter (FitPC) and the Heldon Springs
(IHssouri) stte from 1953 through 1955. Hecessary maintenance
{mprovements have been nade on the silos during their use for storage
purposes. In 1964, an earthen enbankment was placad around the two
silos to provide protective support, 1Ia 1879, all tank openings were
sealed to provide total enclosure, The eartien embankment was further

entargad in 1983 %o alleviat2 sofl erosion. Protective covers
consisting of prefabricatad wood and meta) structures wars placec over

the dones 1n 1986 following identification of cracks in the center of
the domes. o

Based o1 availadle information, the Department of Energy “elfeves
the K-65 51108 do not present an immadiete endangerment to FIPC workers
or to the surrounding conmunity, Howaver, the Departmant {s commftted
to fmproving the existing conditions of tha silos in order to ensure
that potential risks are mininized while plans for Tong term
disposition are developed and implenented. In this regard, we are
gontinuing to undertake interin Corrective actfon, These actfons nust
be spproved by the V.8, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) since
the K-65 sflo8 are inzluded in the Fedaral Facilitfes Compliance
Agreament (FFCA) between DOE and EPA, 2egion V, which ias signed in
July 1986, for those activities whish raquire an Dnin state pemit,
DOE secures the necessary state raview and approval,

‘le helfeve the following Intarim actfons will provide for safe
storage of these materials while lon? tern aztfons are being evaluats”
and inplenantad, The short-tem actinns are!

== A prassure/tenperature nonftoring system has been fnstalled and 13
co{}ecting data. This data will be ysed {n developing renedial
‘C onS- ° &

es A radon monitoring progran at the site dou

undary and offsite
environnent has been implemented, :

== A Security fence and a ¢losed-sircuit TV monftoring system has deen
fnstalled around the silo areas, - Access to the X=95 silo area has also
been restricted. . e
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=< A plan has been daveloped to 111 the void space betwsen the
material fn the silos and the done with a polyurethane foam.
Currently, this plan f¢ ynd2rgoing technical review prior to submisston

‘to the EPA, It is antigipated that the foam materfal will absord the

the radon gas and els¢ provida structural support for the domes. If
aparoved b{ EPA anc Ohfo EPA, the foan will de {nstalled by the Fall ef
1987, Following installation of the foam, ths domes would be sealed,
The {nstallation of the sealant 13 tenperature dependant, and the

- earlfest practicadle schedule Indfcates a Spring 1988 completion,

-= Tne DOE will analyze the material {n the silos as part of the
Renedfal Investigation/Feasidility Study (RI/FS) conduzted under the
FFCA %o further c2fine {ts physical and chanical character{stics,
Sarmpling will be inftiated following sealing of the dome structures,

Long=tera actions on K-65 silos wil) be evalusted under the
site-wide RI/FS pursuant to Comprehansive €nvirannental Resoonse,
Compansation and Liad{1{ty 8ct (CERZLA) guicelines, which {s required
by the FFCA, Th2 exoacted conplation date for R1/FS is nid-1999,
However, we ar?2 cyrrently explortn? the possidvility of addressing the
K55 stlos as 1 s2parste unit within the sita-wide romedia) process,
This could enadla EPA %o approve remeciation of the silos prior to
copletian of all of the studins nacossary for selastion of site-wide
renedial astions, ' '





