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Dear Ms. Burl i ngton : 
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The U . S .  Department o f  Energy (DOE) has i n i t i a t e d  contact w i t h  the  Natural 
Resource Trustees f o r  t h e  Fernald s i t e  i n  Hamilton and B u t l e r  Counties, Ohio. 
Natural Resource t rustees have been i d e n t i f i e d  pursuant t o  Executive Order 
12580. 40 CFR 300.600 and 40 CFR 300.605. These t rustees i nc lude  t h e  U . S .  
Department o f  I n t e r i o r  ( D O I ) ,  t h e  State o f  Ohio. represented by t h e  Ohio 
Environmental Protect ion Agency (OEPA) , and DOE. 

An o r i e n t a t i o n  meeting was he ld  June 6.  1994, and i t  was decided among t h e  
t rustees present t o  contact other po ten t i a l  t rustees t h a t  may be a t r u s t e e  f o r  
natura l  resources a t  t he  Fernald s i t e .  The Department o f  Commerce, and more 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin is t ra t ion (NOAA) ,  i s  a 
p o t e n t i a l  natural  resource t r u s t e e ,  due t o  the  prox imi ty  o f  t h e  Fernald s i t e  
t o  t h e  Great M i a m i  River.  which may be hab i ta t  for  anadromous and/or 

Enclosed i s  a copy o f  t he  most recent Fernald S i t e  Environmental Report. This 
repor t  provides a good overview o f  t he  Fernald s i t e  and i t s  remediat ion 
a c t i v i t i e s .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  NOAA might be t h e  F ish Sampling f o r  
Uranium sect ion on page 91. In t h e  n ine years o f  sampling t h e  Great M i a m i  
River by the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  C inc inna t i ,  no anadromous o r  catadromous f i s h  have 
been co l l ec ted  upstream o r  downstream of the Fernald s i t e .  Other 
documentation o f  f i s h  i n  t h e  Great M i a m i  River support t h i s  f inding' .  

catadromous f i s h .  A 

. :  

Trautman. M.B. 1981. The Fishes of Ohio. Ohio State Un ive rs i t y  
Press, Col umbus, Ohi 0 .  782 pp. 
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The’Fernald s i t e  trustees are interested i n  learning whether or not NOAA 
believes i t  may be a trustee for the Fernald s i te .  
should be a trustee, please provide an explanation of how NOAA could be 
considered a natural resource trustee and for w h a t  resources i t  would be 
responsi bl e.  We woul d appreci ate a response as soon as possi bl  e .  

If NOAA believes t h a t  i t  

If you have any questions or require addi t iona l  information, please contact me 
a t  (513) 648-3161. Thank you for your time and cooperation i n  this matter. 

Sincerely , 

!%ET- 
FN : Yerace 

Enclosure: As Stated 

cc w/o enc: 

E .  Osheim. DOE-OH 
T.  Schneider, OEPA/Dayton 
V .  Stei gerwal d , OEPA/Dayton 
D.  Henne, U.S .  DO1 
W .  Kurey. U.S .  F&WS 
K .  Alkema. FERMCO 
B .  Bixby, FERMCO 
D. Brettschneider , FERMCO 
J .  Homer. FERMCO 
J . Mai 1 ander , FERMCO 
J .  0ber.iohn. FERMCO 
M .  Strimbu. FERMCO 
A .  Taylor. FERMCO 
E.  Woods, FERMCO 
J .  Reising, DOE-FN 
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