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Linda Burlington

General Counsel

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
1825 Connecticut Avenue NW

Suite 604

Washington, D.C. 20235

Dear Ms. Burlington:
PARTICIPATION IN FERNALD SITE NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has initiated contact with the Natural
Resource Trustees for the Fernald site in Hamilton and Butler Counties, Ohio.
Natural Resource trustees have been identified pursuant to Executive Order
12580, 40 CFR 300.600 and 40 CFR 300.605. These trustees include the U.S.
Department of Interior (DOI), the State of Ohio, represented by the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA), and DOE.

An orientation meeting was held June 6, 1994, and it was decided among the
trustees present to contact other potential trustees that may be a trustee for
natural resources at the Fernald site. The Department of Commerce, and more
specifically the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), is a
potential natural resource trustee. due to the proximity of the Fernald site
to the Great Miami River. which may be habitat for anadromous and/or
catadromous fish. .

Enclosed is a copy of the most recent Fernald Site Environmental Report. This
report provides a good overview of the Fernald site and its remediation
activities. Of particular interest to NOAA might be the Fish Sampling for
Uranium section on page 91. In the nine years of sampling the Great Miami
River by the University of Cincinnati, no anadromous or catadromous fish have
been collected upstream or downstream of the Fernald site. Other
documentation of fish in the Great Miami River support this finding'.

' Trautman, M.B. 1981. The Fishes of Ohio. Ohio State University
Press, Columbus. Ohio. 782 pp. :
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The ‘Fernald site trustees are interested in learning whether or not NOAA
believes it may be a trustee for the Fernald site. If NOAA believes that it
should be a trustee, please provide an explanation of how NOAA could be
considered a natural resource trustee and for what resources it would be
responsible. We would appreciate a response as soon as possible.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me
at (513) 648-3161. Thank you for your time and cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Vg d

Pete J. Yerace
FN:Yerace Natural Resource Trustee

Enclosure: As Stated
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Osheim. DOE-OH
Schneider, OEPA/Dayton
Steigerwald. OEPA/Dayton
Henne, U.S. DOI

Kurey, U.S. F&WS

Alkema. FERMCO

Bixby, FERMCO
Brettschneider, FERMCO
Homer, FERMCO

Mailander, FERMCO
Oberjohn, FERMCO
Strimbu, FERMCO

Taylor. FERMCO

Woods, FERMCO

. Reising, DOE-FN
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