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RECORD OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION TC: CRUS: 93-001 
'. 

FROM : Steve Oberjohn DATE: February 5, 1993 

LOCATION: Fernald 

TO: Ei leen  Helmer LOCATION: U.S. EPA, Chicago 

SUBJECT: Si tewide  Ecological Risk Assessment, Date f o r  I n i t i a l  Meeting 

DISTRIBUTION: ,bdh'Y 
Art Bomberger Jim Skridul i s  
Jim F o r r e l l i  Kathy Trapp, NUS 
Bill  Hertel Eric Woods, BAT/MTC 
Marc Nelson Pete Yerace, DOE-FN 
Lee Ann Sinagoga, NUS 

Ms. Helmer was c a l l e d  i n  o rder  t o  reschedule the February 11, 1993 meeting 
between her and the FERMCO Ecological R i s k  Assessment team. 
d iscuss ion ,  I r a i s e d  the question of  "adequacy o f  e x i s t i n g  d a t a . "  Ms. Helmer 
responded t h a t  she was not  going t o  t e l l  us i f  we had enough d a t a .  She f e l t  
(very s t rong ly )  t h a t  this s i t e  was a t  square one i n  regard t o  the Ecological 
Risk Assessment, and t h a t  we need t o  develop and express i n  the Ecological 
Risk Assessment ou r  idea  of  how the contaminants a r e  a f f e c t i n g  the 
environment. 
the pos i t ion  t o  determine i f  e x i s t i n g  da ta  a r e  adequate .  

During the 

Once we accomplished this, i t  was her b e l i e f  t h a t  we would be i n  

Ms. Helmer b e l i e v e s  we probably have enough d a t a ,  but  we need t o  j u s t i f y  t h a t  
i n  wr i t ing  i f  i t  i s  true.  I f  not ,  we should focus  any add i t iona l  f i e l d  work 
on s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  no t  tg rge ted  f o r  remedial a c t i o n s .  She does not  want the 
s i t e  t o  "dig up the s o i l  just t o  remove a l i t t l e  contamination" i f  we can 
demonstrate through the Ecological Risk Assessment t h a t  i t  i s  not  necessary.  

Ms. Helmer a l s o  s t a t e d  - unequivocally - t h a t  she will not t e l l  us i f  we 
have enough d a t a ,  bu t  she i s  very w i l l i n g  t o  answer our  ques t ions  and provide  
guidance i n  regard  t o  concept,  format, and o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of  the Ecological 
Risk Assessment. 
t h a t  r e f l e c t  her philosophy, and she agreed t o  forward them t o  me. 

We a l s o  agreed t h a t  postponing the meeting u n t i l  February 17 would enable 
FERMCO t o  examine the work completed t o  d a t e  and develop our  conceptual 
approach t o  the Ecological Risk Assessment. 

JSO 

I asked her f o r  copies  of some Ecological Risk Assessments 




