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A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SITE-SPECIFIC ADVISORY BOARD

* March 16, 1995

Thomas P. Grumbly
Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management
U.S. Department of Energy

‘1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20585
Dear Mr. Grumbly:

I am transmitting herewith the recommendation of the Fernald Citizens
Task Force concerning an on-site disposal facility at the Fernald site. As you
will see, we recommend the construction of such a facility, for certain waste
materials. A dissenting view is also reflected in the recommendation.

Our recommendation is subject to a number of considerations and
conditions which require a response from the Department of Energy. I will be
happy to work with the Ohio Field Office to facilitate a prompt and complete
response. ‘

ry truly yqurs,

1 i k
(VAR

X
Jo . Applegate

JSA:rmt

c: Task Force Members

C:PA:(FCTF):95-1043 /

P. O. Box 544

Ross, Ohio 45061 513-648-6478
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Jim Saric

Dear Mr. Schregardus:

I am transmitting herewith the recommendation of the Fernald Citizens
Task Force concerning an on-site disposal facility at the Fernald site. As you
will see, we recommend the construction of such a facility for certain waste
materials, based on several considerations and conditions. A dissenting view
is also reﬂected m the recommendation.

Very, truly yours,

JSA:rmt

c: Task Force Members

C:PA:(FCTF):95-1045 g
P. O. Box 544 Ross, Ohio 45061 513-648-6478
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Valdas V. Adamkus
Regional Administrator
U.S. EPA - Region V

77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604

Dear Mr. Adamkus:

I am transmitting herewith the recommendation of the Fernald Citizens
Task Force concerning an on-site disposal facility at the Fernald site. As you
will see, we recommend the construction of such a facility for certain waste
_ materials, based on several considerations and conditions. A dissenting view

is also reflected in the recommendation.

JSA:rmt

¢: - Task Force Members

C:PA:(FCTF):95-1044 \3

P. O. Box 544

Ross, Ohio 45061

513-648-6478
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_' RECOMMENDATION FOR
FERNALD ANON'SITE DISPOSAL
s FACILITY AT FERNALD

FORCE

-The Fernald Citizens Task Force recommends the construction
of an on-site disposal facility to accept, from the Femald site
only, materials solely with low levels of contamination meeting
the site-specific waste acceptance criteria.

The Fernald Citizens Task Force does not make this recommendation lightly. It
is the result of one and one-half years of study, discussion, and evaluation. '
Disposition of contaminated material is one of four key recommendations required
of the Task Force by our August 1993 charter. In the December 1993 work plan, we
scheduled this decision for 1995. This schedule was then further refined in a revised
work plan approved in December 1994.. The draft final recommendation was
prepared as scheduled in February 1995, with discussion and a public workshop on
the full range of issues having been conducted as scheduled in January 1995. It is
important to the Task Force that all our recommendations be based on a thorough
evaluation of the technical information available, and through discussion and
feedback with our neighbors surrounding Fernald. To this end, all of our meetings
are open to the public and widely publicized, and all agendas are mailed to an
extensive list of local residents and government officials. Comments are received at
Task Force meetings, other public meetings attended by Task Force members, by
mail, and through the Task Force message line.

All members of the Task Force live and work in communities that are impacted
by the decisions being made at Fernald, and eight of 14 live and work in the direct
vicinity of the site. No member of the Task Force wishes to see contaminated
materials from Fernald or any other location stored on the Fernald property
indefinitely. As it adjoins residential and agricultural lands and is situated directly
above a sole source aquifer, Fernald is far from an ideal location for disposal of
contaminated materials. Nevertheless, we are aware of the many engineering,
political, and financial challenges facing a project the size of the Fernald cleanup.
Our primary goals are protecting human health and the Great Miami Aquifer. We
believe that a balanced approach to cleanup, in which the most hazardous materials
are disposed off the Fernald property and the least hazardous materials are stored
- safely on the property, is the most effective way to achieve prompt and enduring
protection for the communities surrounding Fernald. We ultimately arrived at this
recommendation in consideration of the following:
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B The more quickly source materials are taken out of the environment, the better
the aquifer is protected and the more quickly it can be restored. The Fernald
Citizens Task Force believes that an on-site disposal facility is the quickest way to
protect the aquifer and the overall environment.

B The hazard of the material to be placed in the on-site disposal facility is very low.
The maximum level of contamination that will be allowed in the disposal
facility would allow for a land use as a developed park under cleanup levels
recommended by the Task Force. The material is to be contained in a disposal
facility solely for the purpose of protecting the aquifer over the long-term, and
failure of the disposal facility would not present any immediate or 51gmf1cant
threat to human health.

B In the off-site option, the risk of transporting the expected 2.4 million cubic yards
of low-level contaminated soil and debris from the Fernald site to Utah and/or
Nevada includes an estimated six fatalities to the public along the transportation
routes, while relatively little health and safety risk is incurred by the public
under the on-site option. Both on and off-site options require similar levels of
work in excavating, loading, unloading, and disposing of materials; therefore,
the risk to remediation workers in both options is roughly equivalent. The
Fernald Citizens Task Force believes the on-site option is the most responsible
with regard to overall safety.

B The cost of off-site disposal is three times that of on-site disposal. The Fernald
Citizens Task Force believes that under current and foreseeable budget
conditions, an off-site decision would greatly delay cleanup and may prevent any
progress at all. An on-site disposal facility is thus more viable under the current
budget and political constraints.

B Both states of Utah and Nevada have written to Fernald encouraging a balanced
approach to cleanup. The Fernald Citizens Task Force is concerned that if the
decision were made to send all Fernald waste and contaminated materials off
site, we would face the likelihood of reprisals from other states resulting in our
not being able to send any waste off site. The Fernald Citizens Task Force
believes that it is of paramount importance that the off-site shipment of the most
hazardous materials be the first priority of cleanup, and carried out expeditiously.

B Because the entire Fernald property is situated over a sole-source aquifer, only
the lowest level materials, as defined by the site specific waste acceptance criteria,
will be allowed into an on-site disposal facility. The waste acceptance criteria for
Fernald were established by modeling the proposed disposal facility over a
thousand year period to prevent any contamination from reaching the aquifer at
levels that would exceed the federal maximum levels of contamination for
drinking water. This modeling assumed only natural ‘materials in providing
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protection of the aquifer and excluded consideration of man-made liners that are
subject to failure over the 1,000 year period.

B The Fernald Citizens Task Force wants to prevent any waste or contaminated
materials coming to Fernald from other sites for permanent disposal or long-
term storage . Under the Federal Facilities Compliance Act of 1992, that potential
exists. By managing the Fernald materials fairly and effectively, the Fernald
Citizens Task Force believes we will be in a more equitable position to prevent a
decision to send outside wastes to Fernald.

The above considerations have convinced us that an on-site disposal facility is
the most prudent and effective solution to Fernald’s waste problems. The Fernald
Citizens Task Force recommends the construction of an on-site disposal facility to
accept, from the Fernald site only, materials solely with low levels of contamination
meeting the site-specific waste acceptance criteria. However, on-site storage of low-
level materials at Fernald is acceptable only in the context of the above
considerations and under the following conditions, such considerations and
conditions being inseparable from the recommendation:

B The Fernald Citizens Task Force strongly and unanimously opposes the use of
the Fernald site for the permanent disposal or long-term storage of any waste or
contaminated materials originating from other locations.

B Any on-site disposal facility will be built for long-term performance using the
best design, technology, and engineering available.

B Any on-site disposal facility at Fernald will be designed to make the least
possible negative aesthetic impact. The Fernald Citizens Task Force and the
public at large shall be explicitly involved in the process for determining the
ultimate appearance of the disposal facility.

B Any on-site disposal facility at Fernald will provide an adequate buffer area to
minimize negative impacts to neighboring properties and the future use of the
Fernald property. The Fernald Citizens Task Force and the public at large shall be
explicitly involved in the planning and design process for the disposal facility.

M The US. federal government will retain permanent ownership of any property
containing the disposal facility.

B The U.S. federal government will continually monitor the disposal facility and
report these findings in a timely manner to residents and interested parties.

B The US. federal government will commit to retrieve and treat or redispose of
the material contained in the disposal facility if a new, proven, and
economically justified .technology to manage these materials should become
available.
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B The US. federal government shall have in place adequate procedures to identify
and correct any and all failures in performance of the disposal facility before any
increased risk to public health occurs.

B The U.S. Department of Energy commits to the above conditions.

U.S. Department of Energy budget adjustments in the short or long term will not
adversely impact the substance of our recommendation.

' The above recommendation was approved by the Fernald Citizens Task Force on
February 18, 1995 by a vote of nine supporting, one opposing, and one abstaining.
The supporting considerations and conditions were approved unanimously on
March 11, 1995. The dissenting voter believes the arguments to recommend on-site
storage of materials contalrung low level contamination are outweighed by the
following:

B The contamination problems at Fernald did not evolve from local concerns or
result in sufficient local benefit to warrant the long-term impact on local
communities from a disposal facility.

W Facilities in the western U.S. are geologically better suited for the long-term
management of this material than is Fernald.

B Local communities do not wish to incur the stigma associated with a dispésal
facility.

B A disposal facility on the Fernald property limits the land avallable for
productive reuse by local communities.
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