
\ 

RESPONSE LETTER TO MR. APPLEGATE FROM THOMAS P. 
GRUMBLY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 

04/28/95 

, 



ul' , 6 8 6 6  

Department of Energy 
Washington, M= 20585 

- _  ~- ~ _ _ _ _ - -  - -  - - - -  _ _ _ ~  _ _  
APRIL 28, 1995-- -  

M r .  John S. Applegate, Chair 
Fernald Ci t izens Task Force 
P.O. Box 544 
Ross, Ohio 45061 

Dear M r .  Applegate: 

Thank you f o r  your l e t t e r  of A p r i l  11, 1995, on behalf o f  the 
Fernald Ci t izens Task Force, i n  which you have submitted a 
recommendation t o  establ ish s i t e  p r i o r i t i e s  and accelerate 
remediation a t  Fernald. The Department shares the same aoals o f  
e f fec t i ve ,  e f f i c i e n t  and accelerated cleanup. 

' 

The Department o f  Energy i s  current ly  invest igat ing innovative 
. a1 te rna t  i ves f o r  the Environmental Management program's Fernald 
Environmental Management Project, including various a1 ternat ives 
t o  accelerate the cleanup o f  t h i s  s i t e .  Two scenarios i d e n t i f i e d  
proposals t o  complete cleanup a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Fernald i n  e i t h e r  a 
seven-year period, as your recommendation submits, o r  a ten-year 
period. For both o f  these proposals, addi t ional  funding would be 
required f o r  the Fernald Project beginning i n  f i s c a l  years 1996 
and 1997. Our i n i t i a l  analysis indicates tha t  the Fernald Project  
would need t o  receive an addi t ional  $60 m i l l i o n  i n  f i s c a l  year , 

1996 and an addi t ional  $120 m i l l i o n  i n  f i s c a l  year 1997. 

A t  t h i s  time, the outyear funding p r o f i l e s  f o r  the Fernald Project  
have not  been f i n a l i z e d  because the funding requests f o r  the 
e n t i r e  Department have not ye t  been f i n a l i z e d  f o r  the outyears. 
We expect, however, t ha t  the Off ice of Environmental Management 
funding request f o r  these f i s c a l  years w i l l  be decreasing. 
Addi t ional  funds would, therefore, need t o  be redirected from 
other p l  anned pro jects  t o  support accelerated cleanups. 

We ir)rpr*eci ate ydur. f Sndi ngs and recomendati ons. f o r  Fcfna! 0 ,  arc! 
we look forward t o  working closely w i t h  the Fernald Ci t izens Task 
Force and our regulators i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  and implementing the best 

cleanup, especial ly during these chal lenging times o f  budgetary 
d e f i c i t  issues. Input from our s i t e -spec i f i c  advisory boards, 
inc lud ing the Fernald Ci t izens Task Force, w i l l  be invaluable 
dur ing t h i s  per iod o f  increased budgetary constraints as we 
continue t o  work c losely t o  review p r i o r i t i e s ,  seek a l ternate 
approaches f o r  conserving s i t e  funds, and, as appropriate, 
r e a l  1 ocate s i t e  funds t o  support accel erated. cleanup. 
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I n  closing, I would l i k e  t o  r e i t e r a t e  the Department's 
appreciat ion f o r  the work of the Fernald Cit izens Task Force. 
Your e f f o r t s  have resul ted i n  a we1 1 -researched and thought fu l ly  
presented set o f  recommendations concerning the remediation o f  the 
Fernald s i t e .  I have asked Jack Craig, Di rector  o f  the Fernald 
Area Of f ice,  t o  contact you t o  f u r the r  discuss the Task Force's 
s p e c i f i c  recommendations. 

If you have any further questions, please fee l  f ree  t o  contact me, 
o r  Jack Craig a t  513-648-3107. 

S i  ncerel y , 
n -GQM Thomas P. Grumbl 

Assistant Secretary f o r  w . . *  
Environmental Management 

cc: 

Jack Craig, Fernald Area Of f i ce  




