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COMMENTS ON THREATENED AND ENDAGERED SPECIES REPORTS 

04/05/95 

BARTOSZEK SCHNEIDER 
3 
MEMORANDUM 



T o  : Tom Schneider 

cc: . Diana Zimmerman, Donna Bohannon. (Dave Ross 
ODNR) 

From: Joe BartaJzek 

Date: Apd 5,1995 

Subject: Threatened and endangered species reports 

I have reviewed the reports received from you April 3, 1995 and offer the 
following conmenu: 

The survey repons for SIender Finger-Grass (Digif~an'a filijiomir) and Mountain 
Bindweed (Pa?ygonurn cilinodc) indicate their absence on the FEMP propew. 
However, for as thorough as RUST was in their verification of identification of 
those s i n h  species they found, they did not check the spedmens in the herbarium 
at  Miami UNversity to verify the identifications of those species found by Facemire, 
et al, 1990. h the Facemire report indicates the presence of those species a t  the 
FEMP site and they are maintained in the herbarium a t  Miami University, it is 
recommended that the catalogued specimens be checked. If these are found to be . 
misidentified, then that would support RUST'S position, but I wouId not feel 
cornforcable supponing the position that these plants are not present a t  the FEMP 
site until those specimens were checked. 

The survey of the Running Buffalo Clover, (TdfohmJ stolonfmnr), appeared 
coniplete and thorough. As this was not identified in the Facemire, e t  al, 1990 site 
diaracterization, I feel comfortable supporting the position that i t  is not present at 
the FEMP site. 

The statement in AttachnlentA (Summary of Species Surveys at the FEMP (1 993- 
1994) regarding RUSTS survey for Spring Coral-root (Grdlorhira ~Lrm-ann)  seems 
;>)isleading. The summary stam t h a t  the habitatwas unsuitabIe because of the lack 
of beedi mes. Hmwer the RUST survey states "Despite the presence of suitable 
habitat near the western edge of the northem woodlands ..." and "However, the 
woodlands observed at the FEMP sire are dominated by elnis, maples and buckeye 
trees and did not contain any beech trees, whi& arc often found in associa tion with 
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several speck: of saprophytes such as Indian-Pipe, Beechdrops, and Pinesap. 
Thus, the wxdlands at  t3e FEMP site are n x  thought KO provide the mesic 
conditions sccessary to support a population of Spring Coral-root.” (emphasis 
added). The associadon between thc beech trees End t k  Spring Coral-root is not 
as dear  as the  summary letter indicates. Additionally the survey was conducted 
during May 13 & 19, 1994. The flowxing period for the Spring Ccral-root is mid- 
April to mid-May and d-te plant can only be obsewed during flowerihg. This survey 
time in conjunnicn with the inconsistent flowering of the plant could easily have 
led to any potential plants being missed by the survey. I would not be inclined to 
so easily dismiss the potentia1 for presence of the Spring Coral-root at the FEMP 
site. Additional surveys in the mid-Apd to mid-May time frame should be 
conducted in the suitable habitat areas of the FEMP propeq .  

Although ciwd as marginal habitat, the population of Sloan’s Crayfish (Oreonccrc~ 
sloanif) a t  the nonhwest ponion of the FEMP site is sigxulicant and should be 
protected. h indicated in the report on the Cave Salamander (Euycea luczfug) by 
feffery G. Davis, ”Genetic variation for a species increases in populations farther 
from the center of its range. Therefore, populations located a t  the periphery of a 
species’ range represent genotypic diversity for the species.” Thh population of 
Sloan’s Crayfish is at  the eastern edge of its range, ‘the entire range being limited to 
southern Indiana and a few s o u t h w ~ m  Ohio counties. At the FEMP site it occurs 
synapauically with a population of Orconeckr rusticus. As Dr. St John indicated in 
his repon. it is usual for Orconeda msticur to outcompete Orcuiaecres doanii in most 
habitats, especially those with environmental stress. Its ability to maintain a 
populatiori a t  the FEMP site may be sigruficant. For these reasons i t  seems prudenr 
to make an effon to preserve the population of Sloan’s Crayfish at  the FEMP site. 

It is apparent from the survey of the Cave Salamander, Eurycea lrrczjhgu, tha t  the 
timing was not appropriate for observation of any potential popularions of the Cave 
Salamander on the FEMP site. Difficulty in observation of the known existing . 
populations adjacent to the site at the time of the survey confinns this. An effort 
should be made to prescrve the ravine found as a potential habitat on the northern 
edge .of the property. AIthough not observed during the survey, the  potential for a 
population to ex is t  here coupled with the ease of keeping this area undisturbed 
support3 the recotnmenda tion of preserving thjs area. 

. 

Although no spehiens of the Indiana Bat, Myotis sodalis, were captured on site, the 
presence of suitable habitats along Paddys Run, the Storm Sewer Overflow Ditch, 
and in older growth woodlands were located. As a 1988 survey located a colony of 
Indiana Bats in die vicinity of the FEMP, an effort should be made to preserve the 
older and dead trees in these areas, particularly in the riparian zones. 
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In summary: 

The plant s3edmens a t  Miami LTni-,*ersiw snoula be chec..td to \.e+ t h a t  sx.cie: 
previously i d e n ~ e d  as Polygonum diinotie and Digitaria fii$m :_r'were cor redy  
identified; 

hmning ijdfalo Clover (Tn>ltum si?i?ionffenm!) does not appear tc bc preserr a t  the  
FEMP site. 

A continued effort should be made to locate Spring Coral-root in suitable habitat 
on site during its mid-April to mid-May nowering time; 

A w e s t  cffort should be made to preserve the natural habitar in and along Paddys 
Run tnd the Scorn1 Sewer Outfall Ditch. Particular attention shouId be made KO 
preventing pollutants (including sediments and silt from nutigation activities on 
site) from entering Paddys Run or the Storm Sewer Outfall Ditch ana presenation 
of old growth trees in the riparian zone md woodland areas; 

' Although an existing population was not seen, an  effort should be made to preserve 
the potential habitat for the Cave SaIamander in the ravine along the north edge 
of the property. This should not be difficult as this area is remote from most 
activity at the FEMP. Observations a t  the ravine and well 1124 a t  the northern 
section of @e property should be made d u r h g  periods of surface activity of the 
'Cave Salamander. 
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