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Department of Energy
Fernaid Environmential Management Project
P. O. Box 398705
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705
(513) 648-3155

MAY 1 8 1995
DOE-0942-95

Mr. Tom Schneider, Project Manager
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
401 EFast 5th Street

Dayton, Ohio 45402-2911
Dear Mr. Schneider:

COMPLIANCE WITH DIRECTOR’S FINAL FINDINGS AND ORDERS - URANYL NITRATE
HEXAHYDRATE TANKS

References: 1) Letter, Thomas E. Crepeau to Jack R. Craig and Don Ofte,
"Director’s Final Findings and Orders," dated December 27,
1994,

2) Letter, Jack R. Craig to James A. Saric and Thomas
Schneider, "Revised Uranyl Nitrate Hexahydrate Removal
Action Work Plan," dated September 2, 1994.

The purpose of this letter is to document the Department of Energy, Fernald
Area Office (DOE-FN) interpretation of several of the requirements specified
by the referenced Director’s Final Findings and Orders (DF&0) and to request
your concurrence with our plans for addressing them as part of the Uranyl
Nitrate Hexahydrate (UNH) Neutralization Project. As you are aware, in situ
neutralization of the contents of Tank F1-302 was initiated on March 24, 1995.
It is our understanding that this action satisfies the requirement to "begin
neutralization/removal of hazardous waste," specified by Paragraph V.1 of the
DF&0.

With respect to Paragraph V.2 of the DF&0, it is our interpretation that the
requirement to "complete neutralization/removal of the hazardous waste," will
be satisfied when all UNH solution has been removed from the eighteen tanks
identified in the approved Removal Action Workplan (reference 2), processed,
and packaged for disposal. It is our interpretation that actual shipment and
disposal of the waste is not required to satisfy Paragraph V.2 of the DF&O0.

Paragraph V.5 of the DF&0 states that the "U.S. DOE and or Fernaid
Environmental Restoration Management Corporation (FERMCO) shall decontaminate
the UNH system’s tanks and ancillary equipment-in accordance with Ohio
Administrative Code (OAC) rules 3745-66-11, 3745-66-14, 3745-66-97." The
Removal Action Workplan for the UNH Neutralization Project indicates that
after the UNH solution has been pumped out of a particular tank, the tank will
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be rinsed to remove residual solids and decontaminate the tank interior. Once
the pH of the rinseate is greater than two, the rinseate will be sampled for
the appropriate hazardous constituents, and the process will move to the next
tank. In the event that additional rinsing is required to attain the levels
specified by Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) closure guidance, it
will be conducted after all UNH neutralization has been completed. Proceeding
in this manner will accomplish removal of all UNH solutions, and thereby
mitigate the threat of a release, as quickly as possible. The report required
by paragraph V.5 of the DF&0 will include data to demonstrate that all the
final rinseate from each tank meets the required closure levels.

The scope of the UNH Neutralization Project includes removal and processing of
the UNH solutions contained in the tanks themselves, as well as any piping,
valves, etc., which are required to remove the solution from the tank. Any

other pumps or piping, which have been physically isolated from the storage
tanks, will be decontaminated to meet applicable closure requirements through
future activities, such as the Safe Shutdown program after actions required
under the DF&0 have been completed.

It is DOE-FN’s position that completion of the activities described above will
constitute compliance with the appropriate paragraphs of the referenced DF&O.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (513) 648-3101.
Sincerely, _ .
o Dyl

#~ Jack R. Craig
FN:White Director
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. H. Chaney, EM-423/GTN

. R. Kozlowski, EM-423/GTN

. Jablonowski, USEPA-V, HRE-8J
. Saric, USEPA-V, HRE-8J

. Kwasniewski, OEPA-Columbus
E. Crepeau, OEPA, Dayton

. Harris, OEPA-Dayton
Proffitt, OEPA-Dayton

E. Pardi, OEPA, Dayton

. W. Reising, DOE-FN

. McClellan, PRC

Cohen, GeoTrans

Bell, ATSDR

. Owen, ODOH

Re151ng, DOE-FN -
Brettschneider, FERMCO, MS 52-5
. George, FERMCO/52—2

. Hagen, FERMCO, MS 65-2

. Heck, FERMCO, MS 76

Hunt, FERMCO, MS 7

. Th1es1ng, FERMCO

Yates, FERMCO/9

AR Coordinator, FERMCO

RCRA Operating Record, FERMCO, MS 30
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