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CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

Mr. Jack R .  Craig FIRE-8J 
United States Department of Energy 
Feed Materials Production Center .s’. 

P . O .  Box 398705 
Ci nci n n a t i  , Ohio 45239-8705 

RE: Addit ional  $60 Million FY 97 
Funding a t  Fernald 

Dear Mr. Craig: 

The United States Envi ronmental Protection Agency (U .  S.  EPA) has completed its 
review of the United States Department of Energy’s ( U . S .  DOE) $276 Million 
Budget Scenario and the fact sheets from U.S.  DOE headquarters detailing the 
Fiscal Year (FYI 1997 Budget. The fact sheets document the results of the May 
15-19, 1995, budget meetings. The fact sheets detail an a d d i t i o n a l  
$60 Million being provided t o  further f u n d  environmental restoration a t  the 
Fernald. Ohio faci l i ty ,  and i t  appears U.S. DOE will continue t o  fund the 
Fernald cleanup a t  a level of $276 mil l ion,  resulting i n  cleanup being 
accompl i shed i n  approximately ten years. 

U.S. EPA i s  very supportive of this decision. as i t  indicates a commitment on 
behalf of U.S. DOE t o  continue cleanup efforts a t  Fernald: Accelerating the 
cleanup a t  Fernald is  appropriate given the critical juncture of the s i t e  
( i  . e .  moving from the study phase t o  actual cleanup), and the efforts provided 
by a l l  stakeholders t o  assure the project has been moving i n  a positive 
direction. The efforts t h a t  representatives of the Fernald s i t e  office and 
i t s  contractors have provided t o  answer many of our questions regarding 
budget, streaml in i  ng , and priori t ies  : and the abi  1 i t y  t o  communicate these 
issues t o  the stakeholders while working together towards a common goal of 
cleanup needs t o  be commended. 

Not only wil l  U.S.  DOE’S commitment t o  fund  the Fernald cleanup i n t o  the 
future expedite the cleanup of the s i t e ,  b u t  i t  wi l l  be fiscally responsible 
by sav ing  $1.4 b i l l i o n .  However, combined efforts must occur t o  assure t h a t  
a1 1 stakeholders work toward accompl i shi ng cleanup i n a streaml i ned and cost - 
effective manner. U.S. DOE should continue t o  demonstrate efforts t o  improve 
i ts  d a i l y  business activities and save funding ,  and accomplish cleanup i n  a 
safe and efficient manner. 
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Please contact  me a t  (312) 886-0992 i f  you have any questions. 

S incere ly ,  e James A .  Sa r i c  
Remedi a1 P ro jec t  Manager 
Technical Enforcement Section #1 
RCRA Enforcement Branch 

cc : Tom Schnei der ,  OEPA-SWDO 
Jack Baubl i t z ,  U .  S .  DOE-HDQ 
Me1 ani e Barger Garvey, U. S . EPA-HQ 
Don Of te ,  FERMCO 
John S .  Applegate, FCTF 




