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‘ RE: Additional $60 Million FY 97
Funding at Fernald

Dear Mr. Craig:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has completed its
review of the United States Department of Energy’s (U.S. DOE) $276 Million
Budget Scenario and the fact sheets from U.S. DOE headquarters detailing the
Fiscal Year (FY) 1997 Budget. The fact sheets document the results of the May
15-19, 1995, budget meetings. The fact sheets detail an additional

$60 Miilion being provided to further fund environmental restoration at the
Fernald, Ohio facility, and it appears U.S. DOE will continue to fund the
Fernald cleanup at a level of $276 million, resulting in cleanup being
accomplished in approximately ten years.

U.S. EPA 1is very supportive of this decision, as it indicates a commitment on
behalf of U.S. DOE to continue cleanup efforts at Fernald. Accelerating the
cleanup at Fernald is appropriate given the critical juncture of the site :
(i.e. moving from the study phase to actual cleanup), and the efforts provided
by all stakeholders to assure the project has been moving in a positive
direction. The efforts that representatives of the Fernald site office and
its contractors have provided to answer many of our questions regarding
budget, streamlining, and priorities; and the ability to communicate these
jssues to the stakeholders while working together towards a common goal of
cleanup needs to be commended.

Not only will U.S. DOE’'s commitment to fund the Fernald cleanup into the
future expedite the cleanup of the site, but it will be fiscally responsible
by saving $1.4 billion. However, combined efforts must occur to assure that
all stakeholders work toward accomplishing cleanup in a streamlined and cost-
effective manner. U.S. DOE should continue to demonstrate efforts to improve
its daily business activities and save funding, and accomplish cleanup in a
safe and efficient manner.
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Please contact me at (312) 886—0992'1f you have any questions.

Sincerely,

James A. Saric

Remedial Project Manager
Technical Enforcement Section #1
RCRA Enforcement Branch

cc:  Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO
Jack Baublitz, U.S. DOE-HDQ
Melanie Barger Garvey, U.S. EPA-HQ
Don Ofte, FERMCO
John S. Applegate, FCTF
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