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RE: USDOEFEMP 
MSL 53 1-0297 
PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO THE 
HOMEOWNER WELL SAMPLING 
PROGRAM 

Mr. Johnny W. Reising 
United States Department of Energy 
Fernald Environmental Management Project 
P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency's (Ohio EPA) Office of Federal Facilities Oversight 
(OFFO) has reviewed your letter of December 5, 1995 notifying us of the proposed modifications 
to the homeowner well sampling program. Although Ohio EPA believes the monitoring 
programs must change as remediation proceeds, we are concerned the evaluation process used to 
develop this proposal is not clearly defined and fails to include sufficient public participation. 

As stated in the above mentioned letter. the United States Department of Energy (DOE) 
conducted an evaluation which led to the recommendation of downsizing the homeowner well 
program. The letter fails to include this evaluation or explain how DOE reached its 
recommendations. The evaluation process which led to DOE'S recommended modifications must 
be clearly presented to both the EPAs and the public. 

Discussions with Fernald area residents have made it apparent that they are concerned with the 
current proposal. Their dissatisfaction was again expressed at the December 12, 1995 
community meeting. Additionally. Ohio EPA received a copy of a letter sent to DOE by a 
Fernald resident in which it was requested that DOE keep one particular well open and continue 
split sampling designated private wells with Ohio EPA. The homeowner well program was 
developed to ensure the health and safety of the residential wells and address homeowners 
concerns. Therefore any changes to this program need to include the public as full and active 
decision-makers. Ohio EPA is pleased that DOE will hold a meeting to inform the public of 
proposed changes, however: stakeholders should have been included in the development of this 
proposal. 
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At the November 9, 1995 meeting between Ohio EPA, DOE and FERMCO, Ohio EPA 
recommended 1) DOE conduct stakeholder outreach activities as soon as possible, 2) DOE 
continue to monitor some of the residential wells originally discovered as contaminated in order 
to show the effectiveness of remediation, and 3) no resident be forced to close or keep open their 
well. These recommendations must be considered during the development of a revised 
homeowner well monitoring program. After residents have made decisions regarding the future 
status of their wells, DOE, EPAs and residents can work together to develop a cost effective and 
acceptable monitoring program that incorporates both residential and monitoring wells. 

If you have any questions, please call me at (513) 285-6466. 

Sincerely, 

+&&&C* 

Thomas A Schneider 
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight 
Fernald Project Manager 

cc: Jim Saric, USEPA 
Dave Koslowski, DOE 
Manager TPSS, DERR 
Ruth Vandegrift, ODH 
Pat Kraps, FERMCO 
Edwa Yocum, FRESH 

A:\PWSREPL. WPD 




