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HAZARDOUS WASTE 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
TSDFLQG 

Mr. Jack Craig, Director 
U.S. Department,of Energy 
Fernald Environmental Management Project 
P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

Dear Mr. Craig: 

On Saturday, March 9, 1996, Mr. Chris Budich and I visited the U.S. Department of Energy 
Fernald Environmental Management Project (DOE-FEW) in order to investigate allegations 
recently reported by local media regarding leaking waste containers stored on the Plant 1 Pad, and 
DOE-FEW procedure and protocol for the remediation of containers that are found to be 
leaking. The purpose of the investigation was to assess facility compliance with Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and Ohio hazardous regulations as related to container 
management. We were accompanied by Mr. Tom Schneider, of the Ohio EPA Office of Federal 
Facilities Oversight. 

The compliance review was directed primarily at container storage on the Plant 1 Pad. Visual 
observation of both mixed waste and radiological waste containers stored indoors within Tension 
Support Structures 4, 5, and 6, and outdoors on the Plant 1 Pad did not reveal any leaking 
containers. In addition, we conducted a visual inspection of mixed waste container storage in 
Hazardous Waste Management Unit #3 7,' and radiological material containers stored within Plant 
6. None of the containers in these additional areas were seen to be leaking. 

As part of our investigation, we have requested that DOE-FEW identifjl the number of RCRA 
containers manifesting a Type I leak since January 1, 1995, and prepare supporting drum tracking 
and overpack documentation for review. 

We noted that there are several areas where water is dripping from the roofs (either leaks or 
through roof vents) of the Tension Support Structures. While this does not constitute a violation 
of hazardous waste regulations, it does raise a concern. Water on the floor which results from 
precipitation may become a problem by making it difficult to visually distinguish between 
precipitation and potential container leaks. Ohio EPA requests a summary of available 
maintenance options related to the repair of Tension Support Structure coverings. Please iden te  . 
any reasonable and viable repair options, to include the cost of such repair. 
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Within ten (10) days from the date of this letter, please provide this office with notification that 
the RCRA container documentation has been compiled. Within fifteen (1 5) days from the date of 
this letter please provide this office with the requested Tension Support Structure information. 

This investigation did not encompass a complete review of all RCA compliance requirements. 
Failure to cite a specific violation does not relieve DOE-FEW from the responsibility of 
complying with all applicable hazardous waste rules and regulations. Should you have any 
questions regarding this correspondence, please contact Phil Harris at (5 13) 285-6090, or Chris 
Budich at (513) 255-6083. 

Phillip C. Harris 
Division of Hazardous Waste Management 

cc: T. Schneider, OEPA OFF0 

Christopher M. Budich 
Division of Hazardous Waste Management 




