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Early Completion of Thorium Overpacking Project 
Reduces Risk, Saves Time and Money at Fernald 

CINCINNATI, Ohio May 22, 1997 -- A dedicated team of workers safely 

repackaged the last of 5,600 deteriorated drums of radioactive thorium waste materials 

Wednesday at the U.S. Depanment of Energy's (DOE) Fernald Environmental Management 

Project (FEMPI. Due to the deteriorated condition of these drums and the potential health 

threat associated with the waste, this project had been identified a5 one of the site's 

highest cleanup priorities by regulators, stakeholders and DOE. 

The two-year operation, targeted for completion in April 1998, was completed 10 

months ahead of schedule and under budget. The early completion translates into 

approximately $400,000 in direct cost savings. 

"Most importantly, the DOE and Fluor Daniel Fernald achieved a worker exposure 

rate of less than half the original estimate by implementing numerous productivity 

improvements suggested by the actual workers in the field," said Jack Craig, DOE-FEMP 

Office Director. "As a result, what we reeked overall was a safer project, a shortened 

schedule and a significant cost savings to taxpayers. " 
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William Muno, Regional Superfund Director for the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency {€PA), said: "This kind of work is consistent with Fernald's accelerated cleanup 

plan which combines cost-effective and aggressive remedietion without compromising 

safety or regulatory guidelines. It is a significant step toward completing the overall 

project. " 

Tom Schneider, Fernald Project Manager for Ohio €PA, said Ohio EPA is pleased 

with the SUCCBSS of the project. "Thorium residues a t  fernald have been a major concern 

for Ohio €PA since our initial involvement with the site. We are pleased with the success 

this project has achieved in addressing one of the most significant waste streams at the 

site in a safe, timely and cost-effective manner," Schneider said. 

The FEMP is a DOE site being remediated under a Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act agreement between the DOE and €PA. Fluor 

Daniel Fernald is managing the cleanup under contract with the DOE. 
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