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Mr. John Applegate 
Fernald C i t i z e n s  Task Force 
P . O .  Box 
R o s s ,  O h i o  45061  

. .  . 

SRF-5J REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF 

Subjec t :  Fernald C i t i zen  Advisory Board Request f o r  t h  A d v i  ce f 
Department o f  Energy a n d  t he  Regulatory Agencies on 
P r i o r i  t i e s  a n d  I s sues .  

Dear Mr. Applegate:  

The United S t a t e s  Envi'ronmental Pro tec t ion  Agency ( U . S .  E P A )  has 
reviewed the  above-referenced l e t t e r ,  dated December 1 6 ,  1 9 9 7 ,  as p a r t  
of  i t s  ove r s igh t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  the Fernald Environmental Management 
P ro jec t .  This l e t t e r  requested the advice o f  t he  United S t a t e s  
Department o f  Energy ( U . S .  D O E )  a n d  t he  r egu la to ry  agencies  regarding 
p r i o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  Fernald s i t e  a n d  i s s u e s  t h a t  the  Fernald C i t i zen  
Advisory Board ( F C A B )  should address  i n  1 9 9 8 .  

As the  Fernald s i t e  advances through the  remedy phase o f  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  
U . S .  E P A  recognizes  the changes t h a t  have taken place s i n c e  the  F C A B  
a n d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  mission were f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The s t akeho lde r  
involvement a n d  i n f luence  o f  t h e  F C A B  on s i t e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be 
c ruc ia l  t o  p rogress  i n  the  f u t u r e  j u s t  as  demonstrated i n  t he  p a s t .  
Likewise, t he  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t he  F C A B  w i l l  depend on a 
mission a n d  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  i s  a l igned w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
Fernald,  as  well as  the  continued coopera t ion  a n d  support  from the  
immediate government agencies .  

W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d  a n d  a f t e r  d i scuss ion  w i t h  O h i o  E P A  a n d  U . S .  D O E  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  U . S .  E P A  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  make the  f o l l o w i n g  
recommendations: 

1 )  The F C A B  should review a l l  previous recommendations a n d  a s s e s s  the  
progress  i n  t h e i r  implementation. This review should emphasize 
s i t e  progress  a n d  accomplishments a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  F C A B  
recommendations, note a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  requi re conti 'nual ove r s igh t  
or  r e v i s i t i n g  by the  F C A B  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  o t h e r  unresolved 
recommendations t h a t  may requi re  r e a s s e r t i o n  by the  F C A B .  

2 )  The resources  o f  the  F C A B  should be focused on the  i s s u e s  o f  
h ighest  p r i o r i t y .  Issues  r equ i r ing  p r i o r i t y  focus should inc lude  
the S i l o s  p r o j e c t s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  o f f s i t e  waste d i s p o s a l ,  a n d  
the d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  nuclear  m a t e r i a l s .  The F C A B  m a y . w a n t  t o  
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consider  r ev i s ing  the  e x i s t i n g  committee s t r u c t u r e  t o  improve  t h e  
a 1  ignment w i t h  h igher  p r i o r i t y  i s s u e s .  Each committee should 
develop a c l e a r  c h a r t e r  a n d  scope o f  work, i nc lud ing  dead l ines  a n d  
terminat ion c l a u s e s  where appropr i a t e .  

The F C A B  should a l s o  cons ider  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a program t o  t r ack  
cleanup progress  a n d  mi les tone  achievements.  T h i s  program could 
c o n s i s t  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  a time l i n e  o f  ma jo r  p r o j e c t  tasks  leading  
t o  the completion of  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y  u p d a t i n g  t he  time 
l i n e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  progress  a n d  no t ing  those  tasks n e e d i n g  
p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n .  

3 )  The F C A B  a n d  i t s  dedica ted  members have t h e  honor o f  a c t i n g  as a 
ro l e  model f o r  o t h e r  c i t i z e n  advisory boards ac ross  the  U.S .  DOE 
complex. The F C A B  should m a i n t a i n  t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  through 
increased i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  s t akeho lde r s  i n  Nevada, c i t i z e n  
advisory boards ( C A B S )  w i t h i n  the  - U . S .  D O E  complex, a n d  o the r  
groups as a p p r o p r i a t e .  

The F C A B  should a l s o  have a c o n t i n u i n g  program t o  m a i n t a i n  a 
pos i t ion  o f  h i g h  v i s i b i l i t y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  e lements  o f  government, 
o the r  C A B S  a n d  the  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  Promoting t h e  h i g h  l eve l  o f  
well-informed i n t e r e s t ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  recommendations a n d  
achievements o f  t he  F C A B  c o u l d  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e  the  complete a n d  
timely environmental r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F e r n a l d  s i t e .  

U . S .  E P A  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  i t s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i t h  t he  F C A B  a n d  t h i s  
opportuni ty  t o  make these  recommendations as r eques t ed .  We l o o k  
forward t o  providing a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  y o u  r eques t  a s  well as  
working w i t h  the  F C A B  i n  the  coming y e a r s .  P lease  con tac t  me a t  (312)  
886-4591 i f  y o u  have a n y  comments o r  q u e s t i o n s .  

S ince re ly ,  

G k  Jablonowski 
Remedi a 1  Pro jec t  Manager 
Federal F a c i l i t i e s  Sec t ion  
SFD Remedial Response Branch #2 

cc :  Tom Schneider ,  O E P A - S W D O  
J o h n n y  Reis ing ,  U . S .  D O E - F E M P  
B i l l  Murphie, U . S .  D O E - H D Q  
John Bradburne, F E R M C O  
Terry Hagen, F E R M C O  
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Tom Walsh, F E R M C O  
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