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Mr. Johnny W. Reising 
United States Department of Energy 
Feed Materials Production Center 
P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

awLY TO THE ATTENTION OF: 

SRF-5J 

RE: Conservation Area 
Environmental Project 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has 
completed its review of the United States Department of Energy's 
(T2.S. DOE) proposal f o r  establishing a conservation area near the 
Fernald site. This was required as part of the environmental 
projects involved in t h 2  Operable Unit 4 dispute resolution. 

The overall approach to the proposal meets the goal and intentions 
of establishing a conservation area, however there are some 
deficiencies that must be addressed. 

Therefore, U.S. EPA disapproves the proposal pending incorporation 
of adequate responses into a revised document. U.S. DOE must 
submit responses to comments and a revised document within thirty 
. ( 3 0 )  days receipt of this letter. 

Please contact me at 012) 886-0992 if you have any questions 
regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 
/ 

James A. Saric 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Section 
SFD Remedial Response Branch #2 

Enclosure 

cc: Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO 
Bill Murphie, U.S. DOE-HDQ 
John Bradburne, FERMCO 
Terry Hagen, FERMCO 
Tom Walsh, FERMCO 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMENTS ON 
DRAFT "PROPOSAL ESTABLISHING CONSERVATION AREA NEAR THE 

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 
OPERABLE UNIT 4 SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT" 

Commenting Organization: U . S .  EPA Commentor: Saric . 
Section # :  2.0 Page # :  1 Line # :  27 and 28 
Original Specific Comment t t :  1 
Comment: The text states that criteria for selection of the 

property for the conservation area have been established and 
are provided in Appendix A. It is unclear whether the 
criteria in Appendix A are drawn from the dispute resolution 
agreement or elsewhere. The text should present and 
identify any size or selection criteria specified in the 
dispute resolution agreement and clarify the origin of the 
conservation area selection criteria in Appendix A. 

Commenting Organizaticn: U.S. EPA , Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  3.0 Page # :  3 Line # :  26 to 28 
Original Specific Comment # :  2 
Comment: The text states that the U.S. Department of Energy 

Fernald Environmencal Management Project will monitor the 
property for the conservation area on a regular basis. The 
text should provide additional details regarding the 
potential monitoring activities, including information on 
the schedule and the type of monitoring that will be 
conducted. 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  4.0 Page # :  4 Line # :  25 and 26 
Original Specific Comment # :  3 
Comment: The text states that the goal of the conservation 

easement is to protect the property's ecological 
characteristics. For this reason, the text should explain 
that once the conservation area property is identified, the 
property's baseline ecological characteristics will be 
assessed. These characteristics will need to be clearly 
identified in order to protect them. 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  4 . 0  Page # :  4 Line # :  27 and 28 
Original Specific Comment # :  4 
Comment: The text discusses restrictions on the landowner of the 

property that is subject to the conservation easement. 
Clearing and mowing restrictions should be added to the 
restrictions listed. In addition, the text should discuss 
hunting, trapping, harvesting, and public access, as these 
factors may impact the property's ecological characteristics 
and how they are protected. 
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Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  5.0 Page # :  5 Line # :  Not Applicable 
Original Specific Comment # :  5 
Comment: This section discusses monitoring of the property to be 

established as the conservation area. The text should 
provide additional details on the monitoring activities that 
are likely to be performed. In addition, the text should 
discuss how the results of the effort to protect the 
property’s ecological characteristics will be evaluated. 
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