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Dear Mr. Harris 

COMPLETION OF CLOSURE ACTIVITIES FOR TANK T-2 (HAZARDOUS WASTE 
MANAGEMENT UNIT NUMBER 54) 

References: 1. Letter, J. W. Reising to  J. A. Saric and T. Schneider, "Transmittal of 
Final Report for Thorium Nitrate Tank T-2, Completed Under Removal 
Action No. 9, Removal of Waste Inventories," dated February 16, 1996 

2. Letter and Director's Final Findings and Orders (DF&O), Thomas E. 
Crepeau, OEPA to Phil Hamric, U. S. DOE and John Bradburne, FDF, 
dated June 6, 1996 

The purpose of this letter is t o  request the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) 
concurrence for the completion of closure activities for Tank T-2 (Hazardous Waste 
Management Unit #54). These activities were completed as a Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) Removal Action 
through the Thorium Nitrate Solidification Project (TNSP) in 1995. This project involved 
the removal and treatment of the waste in Tank T-2 and decontamination of the tank and 
secondary containment area. 

As stated in the TNSP Final Report submitted in February 1996 (Reference 11, 
documentation t o  satisfy the administrative requirements for closure would be submitted in 
accordance with the Integrated Resource Conservation and Recovery Act( RCRAVCERCLA 
Director's Findings and Orders (DF&O), (Reference 2). Although the DF&O was issued by 
the OEPA in June 1996, the Fernald Environmental Management Project (FEMP) never 
formally requested the OEPA concurrence on completion of closure activities for Tank T-2 
until now. Closure of Tank T-2 under the provisions specified in this letter does meet the 
requirements of the DF&O and is in accordance with the final remedies contained in the 
Operable Unit 3 (OU3) Record of Decision (ROD). 
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Tank T-2 is classifiec. as a HWMU because it stored waste thorium nitrate (characterized 
as DO02 - corrosive, DO06 - cadmium and DO07 - chromium) .for greater than ninety days. 
As described in the TNSP Final Report, waste was removed from the tank and solidified to 
meet Land Disposal Restrictions (LDR) treatment standards. Decontamination was 
achieved by flushing the tank system with water. Samples of the decontamination 
rinseate were analyzed and met the OEPA Closure Guidance levels for pH, cadmium and 
chromium. These results are provided as an enclosure to this letter., 

SDill Historv/Decontamination of Secondarv Containment - 

An evaluation of the spill history and integrity of the secondary containment system was 
conducted as part of the TNSP. A review of FEMP spill reports and Tank T-2 inspection 
forms did not document any evidence of releases from the tank system. According to  
the TNSP Final Report, ultrasonic thickness testing and a visual inspection of Tank T-2 
were performed in November 1993. Although the original shell thickness of the tank was 
not known, test results concluded that the tank was structurally sound. A visual 
inspection of the tank's secondary containment system indicated that the secondary 
containment system was also structurally sound. The report stated that small, 
non-reportable spills which occurred during waste transfer and treatment as part of the 
TNSP were promptly cleaned up. 

As part of the TNSP, a sample of the stormwater which had collected in the secondary 
containment area of Tank T-2 was analyzed for pH, cadmium and chromium. The results 
indicated that the stormwater had effectively rinsed the secondary containment area t o  
levels below the OEPA closure guidance levels for these constituents. These results are 
provided as an enclosure to this letter. 

Remedial Action 

Closure of Tank T-2 will eliminate future inspections of the unit and allow for the removal 
of posted HWMU signs and barriers. The unit will be removed from the next submittal of 
the FEMP's RCRA Part A Permit Application. A summary of activities completed to close 
this unit will be provided in the Project Completion Report for the Pilot Plant Complex. 
This report is scheduled for submittal within sixty days after completing Decontamination 
and Dismantlement (D&D) activities at the complex. D&D activities at the Pilot Plant 
Complex are currently scheduled for completion by Fiscal Year (FYI 2003. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Robert Danner at (51 3) 648-31 67. 

Sincerely, 1 

FEMP:Danner 

cc: 
J. Sattler, OH/FEMP 
T. J. Walsh, FDF/65-2 
AR Coordinator, FDF/78 

Johnny W. Reising 
Fernald Remedial Action 
Project Manager 




