
Department of Energy 
Ohio Field Office 

Fernald Area Office 
P. 0. Box 538705 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45253-8705 
(51 3) 648-31 55 

NOV 2 3 1998 

Mr. Phil Harris 
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
Division of Hazardous Waste Management 
Southwest District Off ice 
401 East 5 th  Street 
Dayton, Ohio 45402-291 1 

Dear Mr. Harris: 
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PROPOSED REDUCTION IN HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT UNIT (HWMU) 
INSPECTION FREQUENCIES 

The Fernald Management Project (FEMP) is requesting approval t o  reduce the inspection 
frequencies for four Hazardous Waste Management Units (HWMU): Nitric Acid Recovery 
(NAR) System (# lo) ,  Box Furnace-,(#14), Oxidation Furnace (#15), and the Trane Thermal 
Liquid Incinerator (#28). Safe Shutdown activities have been completed for these HWMUs. 
With the exception of the NAR System, these units no longer contain hold-up material and 
do not pose a threat of release of hazardous waste. Therefore, reducing these inspection 
frequencies will not result in an increased risk to  human health and the environment. In 
addition, reduced inspection frequencies will decrease radiological occupational exposures 
to  HWMU inspectors. Note that the HWMU signs and boundary chains will continue t o  
remain around these units until they are closed under the Integrated Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act/Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act  
(RCRA/CERCLA) process. 

Residues have been removed from the components of the NAR System with the exception 
of approximately ten feet of duct work. This material is inaccessible and will no t  be 
removed until Decontamination and Dismantling (D&D) activities are conducted for the Plant 
2 Complex. These residues are solid with minimal potential for release o f  hazardous waste. 
Therefore, the FEMP is proposing t o  reduce the inspection frequency for this unit from 
weekly t o  monthly. 

Enclosed is a table identifying the current and proposed inspection frequencies for these 
HWMUs and the justification for requesting a reduction in inspection frequency. 
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Mr. Phil Harris -2- w 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact Robert Danner at  (51 3) 
648-31 67. 

Sincerely, 

FEMP:Danner 

Enclosure 

cc w/enclosure: 
J. Sattler, OH/FEMP 
L. Price, FDF/66 
B. Schulten, FDF/66 
T. Walsh, FDF/65-2 
AR Coordinator 

+-Johnny W. Reising 
Fernald Remedial Action 
Project Manager 
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