
FCAB UPDATE 
Week of February 25,2000 

(Last update was dated January 31,2000) 

FERNALD MONTHLY PROGRESS BRIEFING 
Tuesdav, March 14, 2000, 6:30 0.m. 

Services Building Conference Room 

STEWARDSHIP COM MllTEE 
Wednesdav, March 15, 2000, 6:30 p.m. 

REMEDIATION COMMITTEE 
Thursdav, March 16, 2000, 6:30 p.m. 

FULL CAB MEETING 
Saturdav, March 18, 2000, 8:30 a.m. 

Large Laboratory Conference Room 

Large Laboratory Conference Room 

Large Laboratory Conference Room 

Please if you will not be able to attend any meeting, please call the FCAB office and let us know: 648-6478. 

0 Draft Agendas for March FCAB meetings 
0 Draft minutes of the January 15 meeting, please review and forward comments by 3/10/00 
0 Copy of Full DOE Briefing on 2001 Budget request to Congress 
0 Copy of final HQ reorganization 

New clippings 

~~ 

0 Comments on 1 / I  5/00 meeting minutes due to Doug by 3/1 O/OO. 

Please contact Doug Sarno, Phoenix Environmental 
Fax:,, 51 3-648-3629 or 703-971 -0006 

3 ' - *  
Phone: 51 3-648-6478 or 703-971 -0058 
E-Mail: DJSarno@aol.com 

000001 



STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 15,2000,6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Large Laboratory Conference Room 

Agenda 

Opening Remarks: Pam Dunn 

Review Decision Process for Public Use of Fernald Site 

Update on Native American Activities on site 

Overview of information sent to HQ for NDAA Report on Long Term Stewardship 

REMEDIATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 16,2000, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Large Laboratory Conference Room 

Agenda 

Opening Remarks: Gene Willeke 

Results of inter-modal transportation test 

Update on Waste Pits Project and monitoring results 

Discussion of site-wide monitoring results: trends and observations 
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FULL BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
Saturday, January 15,2000 

Draft 2/25/00 

8:OO a.m. Continental Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. Call to Order 

8:30 - 8:45 a.m. Chair's Remarks and Announcements 

8:45 - 9:00 a.m. Results of February SSAB Chairs Meeting 
Results of TECNVG meeting 
Results of Land Use Controls Conference 

9:00 - 9: 15 a.m. Silos decision update 

9: 15 - 1O:OO a.m. Discussion of 2001 Budget and Impacts on Remediation Schedule 

1O:OO - 10.15 a.m. Break 

10: 15 - 11 :00 a.m. Review Plan for Public Access Decisions at Femald 

11 :00 - 11 : 45 a.m. Barbara Crandall, Native American Alliance of Ohio 

11 :45 - 12:OO p.m. Public Comment 

12:OO p.m. Adjourn and Lunch 



Draft Minutes from the Saturday, January 15, 2000 Meeting 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:35 a.m. until 12:15 
p.m. on Saturday, January 15, 2000, at the Plantation in Hamilton, 
Ohio. The meeting was advertised in local papers and was open to 
the public. 

Members Present French Bell 
Jim Bierer 
Sandy Butterfield 
Marvin Clawson 
Jack Craig 
Lisa Crawford 
Lou Doll 
Pam Dunn 
Mike Keyes 
Gene Jablonowski 
Jane Harper 
Graham Mitchell 
Ken Moore 
Robert Tabor 
Fawn Thompson 
Thomas Wagner 
Gene Willeke 

Members Present Darryl Huff 

Designated Federal Official Gary Stegner 

Phoenix Environmental Staff Douglas Sarno 
Crystal Sarno 

Fluor Fernald Staff Tisha Patton 
Sue Walpole 

Approximately 30 spectators also attended the meeting, including 
members of the public, the media, and representatives from 
Department of Energy and Fluor Fernald. 

e. . .: 
’I” I : 
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FCAB Draft Minutes from the Saturday, January 15,2000 Meeting 

1. Call to Order 

Jim Bierer called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

2. Remarks and Announcements 

Bierer introduced two guests from DOE Headquarters: Jim Werner - Director of 
the Office of Long-Term Stewardship, and Martha Crosland, Director of the Office 
of Public and Intergovernmental Accountability. 

The revised organization of Fluor Fernald was announced. It as also announced 
that the International Association for Public Participation Core Values has been 
awarded to DOE for its work on the FCAB and an award presentation will be held 
immediately following the FCAB meeting. 

Bierer announced that the Steering Committee recommends to the full board that 
Steve Depoe be nominated as a full member of the Board. Lisa Crawford made 
the motion to nominate Steve for membership and Bob Tabor seconded. The 
motion carried by unanimous vote. A letter will be sent to DOE for their approval. 

Jack Craig responded to the FCAB's request to identify its desired priorities for 
the FCAB in 2000. Craig referred to a letter that had been distributed and 
expressed DOE thanks for the past year's performance of the CAB. He noted 
that DOE would like the FCAB to continue to work on stewardship issues during 
the coming year. Graham Mitchell presented a letter from Ohio EPA that also 
expressed strong interest in the FCAB focussing on stewardship issues. 

In response to these priorities and the steering committee recommendations, the 
FCAB decided to maintain the existing committee structure for the next year. 
The next SSAB chairs meeting will be in Idaho falls in February. Tom Wagner, 
Doug Sam0 and Tisha Patton will be representing the FCAB at that meeting. 
The next meeting of the Transportation External Coordination Working Group will 
be Las Vegas in February. The Waste Management 2000 conference will be at 
the end of February in Tucson. Jim Werner said that that Waste Management 
2000 would have a strong program on stewardship and there would be a great 
deal of audience participation. He recommended the CAB be represented as it 
will be a great opportunity for the CAB to increase their engagement in 
stewardship issues. 

Two calendars were distributed, one identifying all FCAB meetings for the year 
and one showing Fluor Fernald 2000 work schedule and holidays. There is 
going to be a change in the hours people are working on the site -with many 
people off every other Friday. Some FCAB meetings will fall after a Friday when 
the site has few people working. Support issues during those months will have to 
be worked out. ty- : Lisa Crawford asked if that would affect cleanup being done on . .  
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FCAB Draft Minutes from the Saturday, January 15,2000 Meeting 

schedule. She was assured by Fluor that this was not a real change, it was just 
the first time it was in print. Several schedule conflicts were identified and Doug 
Sarno indicated that a new calendar would be distributed soon. 

Graham Mitchell announced that there is additional uranium materials at the 
Hanford site, and it appears likely that DOE is going to ship that material to 
Portsmouth where Fernald is shipping its uranium. Public comment is ongoing 
on the Hanford site, the public comment has been extended for a month to 
February 22. There is concern at Portsmouth about receiving this material and 
there is a chance that new questions could be raised regarding Fernald's 
shipments as well. Lisa Crawford asked if FCAB members could get 
Portsmouth news clippings in addition to the Fernald clippings. FCAB staff 
promised to find a way to do that. 

3. Silos Recommendation 

Gene Willeke introduced the draft recommendation and noted that there has 
been a lot of discussion and that safety issues were also prominent in their 
considerations. There are differences in cost that show up in the preliminary 
analysis between stabilization and vitrification, but the committee regarded them 
as negligible. This proposed recommendation is very similar to the language that 
was presented in the draft last month. A few minor wording changes have been 
added to indicate that the recommendation was from the full board. The bulleted 
items identify issues that are important regardless of which technology is 
selected and are not necessary a priority list. Willeke recommended that the 
entire CAB endorse the recommendation. Doug Sarno added that the NTS CAB 
has been consulted but they will not be in a position to provide comment until the 
formal comment period, which should be in the spring. Doug also pointed out 
that there is a strong minority opinion for this recommendation which will be 
included in the final wording. 

There was some discussion about the order of the items listed in the bullets. It 
was decided that a sentence would be added that said that the bullets were not 
listed in any particular order. 

Pam Dunn and Lisa Crawford spoke as the minority opinion. They asked for the 
opportunity to rewrite the minority opinion paragraph to add to the 
recommendation. With the revised minority opinion in place, Gene Willeke 
moved to accept the recommendation, Marvin Clawson seconded. The motioned 
passed with 11 votes for the majority and two votes for the minority. 

4. Remediation Progress Update 

Johnny Reising, DOE Fernald, provided an overview of the past year's 
accomplishments and plans for 2000. Overall, site remediation activities are on 
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. - -  2 8 2 1  FCAB Draft Minutes from the Saturday, January 15,2000 Meeting 

schedule at this time. Doug Sarno asked how the volumes of waste being 
encountered compare to what had been anticipated. Reising said that so far 
volumes are lower than had been estimated, however, they would have to see if 
that continues throughout remediation. Based on current estimates, there may 
only to be seven cells built for the on site disposal facility as opposed to the 8 or 
9 that had originally been estimated. 

5. Presentation on DOE Stewardship Activities 

Jim Wemer provided a detailed presentation on DOE Headquarters activities with 
regard to Stewardship. Approximately two thirds of the sites in DOE’S cleanup 
program are expected to require active long-term stewardship and DOE is now 
performing long-term stewardship about half of its 109 sites. 

DOE is currently working on two reports on stewardship. The first was required 
in the settlement of the EIS lawsuit and will be completed soon. DOE has been 
getting stakeholder comments to help in the scoping of that report. The second 
is a report due to Congress this fall on the scope of the stewardship requirements 
at DOE sites. Each DOE site is collecting information which will be compiled by 
HQ this spring. 

The DOE Ohio Field Office has identified a number of pilot projects for 
stewardship technology development and is awaiting funding. Several FCAB 
members expressed concern that this was the first time they had been notified of 
this and would like additional information. 

Doug said that this is a critical point for Stewardship on Femald. Both Jacks and 
Grahams letter to the cab stress stewardship. 

John Applegate was invited to share the activities he is doing on stewardship as 
the chair on the Environmental Management Advisory Board (EMAB). John 
noted that the committee has been in place for about two years and their role is 
not to generate new data but to help the assistant secretary decided what to do 
with all of the information that is currently available. The have made several 
recommendations, their early recommendations were to bring awareness to the 
importance of the issue. They recommended the creation of site-specific 
stewardship plans. They are very gratified in the long term interest in 
stewardship, there has been a groundswell of interest. Sites are beginning to 
see this as something that could very much affect them. States, also are 
becoming active and involved in this issue. There is a long list of known studies 
on the stewardship web site. One big issue is funding. How are these 
containment facilitates going to be maintained? Wll the US government own 
them? As an organization that is budgeted annually, is that a good idea? He is 
personally pleased that Fernald is going to be weighing in on this issue. 
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FCAB Draft Minutes from the Saturday, January 15.2000 Meeting 
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Doug Sarno reviewed the next steps for stewardship activities at Fernald. For 
80% of the site, the future use is known-the on-site disposal facility and 
ecological restoration. There are only 23 acres that are being held aside for 
future development. What has not been determined for the ecologically restored 
areas, however, is the type and level of public access to the site. Are there going 
to be hiking or biking trails? Could the public camp on the site. Should there be 
a facility that is left on site that will serve the public? A museum? Recognition of 
Native American cultures? The Living History Project video tapes? Other sites 
have explored these issues and Fernald needs to review their studies and 
determinations. 

Graham Mitchell suggested that the CAB might want to think about having a 
round table or more than one, that explores the technical issues, and increases 
public information and communication. In its next meeting, the Stewardship 
committee will be discussing these issues and determining its activities for the 
year. 

6. Membership Issues 

It was brought to the attention of the Board that there is a member that has not 
been attending meetings regularly as required in the groundrules. According to 
the membership rules, this member should be asked to resign from the Board, so 
that the spot can be filled with a more active member. Wth this next year 
involving a great deal of work for the CAB, FCAB members were asked whether 
they wished to enforce these rules. Lisa Crawford said she strongly felt that if 
someone cannot be at the meetings very often, they should not be on the board. 
The member in question has not attended regularly for quite some time and has 
been notified of the attendance requirements on several occasions. 

Tom Wagner moved that the membership rules be enforced. Lisa Crawford 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Lisa urged members of the board to seriously consider who would be good, hard 
working CAB members and notify a member of the steering committee. It was 
noted that both Hamilton County and Butler County are underrepresented. 

7. Public Comment 

Bierer opened the floor to public comment. There was none. 

8. Adjournment 

Jim Bierer adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
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WEAPONS COMPLEX WORKERS 
FACE HEALTH RISKS, PANEL FINDS 

Workers in the United States nuclear weapous complex 
have s u f f d  measurable health effects because of work- 
related exposurrs to radiatiun and toxic materials, a 
Btron8ly wotdcd draArcport by the ClhUnr Administratian 
has found. The drafl is the product of a N a t i d  Economic 
Council (NEC) study which evaluated a wide m g c  of 
published and uupubliahed worker h d t h  data, aad con- 
cludes evidence & ?tiat current and farmtrconhacm 
workers at DOEnucicar weapons production hilitis are 
at increased risk of illness eom occupational expo& 
aseociatcd with thn pmduction of auclcar wcapans." The 
study arose out of B July 15, 1999 memorandum h 
President Clinton indicating the adminb i t ion 's  intent 10 
create a progrmn to p v i d e  compensation to workers who 
deveioped chmnic beryllium diseaseas a d t  ofweapons 
work (WC Manirur, Vol. 10 No. 27). That memo also 
called for an inlaagcnq rtview to be led by the NEC. 

StatlsticaUy Signlllcaat Excess Cancers 

The NEC study is not complete, but the draft now bcing 
circulated offas the sopngest cvidmcc to date linking; 
weapons work to healtb datnagc: 

The primary focus of lbc studies crmccmiog the 
health smu of  these wmkm has b u n  mortality 
studica The evidence psentcd in the studies 
rtvicwed by thc panel clearly provides smmg 
evidence in the fm of statistidly significant. 
UCC~SSW of sp&c cancers at a number of DOE 
facilities. In addition, a mnnba of studies showed 
Statistically sipifimtpositivc trends by radiation 

dose. This evidmcc, considering that many studits 
identified excess canccn that did not rtach the 
levels of statistical sigruficance and that s e v d  
studies did show staustically significant cancm 

mates a nlationshrp of warL at nuclm wcapona 
facilities and illness. Cancers for which strong 
evidence a i s &  include lung, brain, bladder, 
myeloma, leukcmia and other lymphatic cancers, 
stomach, rcspixatw, laryngeal, and each=. The 
idcrttification of ~ ( c t s s  of some types of cancer3 
at some facilities and o t h a  types of C M C ~  at 
othafacilitiwisnotMcxpecad,basedonthcvast 
differences in production processes and thus 
exposuns at the various DOE facilities. M m -  
tian presented to the panel concaning morbidity 
studies and mcdical mcillmcc programs for 
CIIRtIlt and formcr WE contract workers also 
present sigruficant evidence that these workers 
have s u f f d  marerial impairment of health 88 a 
result of paforming their dutics in chc pwduction 
of nuclear weapons. 

cxccsscs ~ ; r i t h  txrtndtd foll W-Up paiods, drmon, 
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Findings Not Fault-Proof 

?he p a d s  draft findings do include some caveats. Thc 
worker hcalth studies on which much of the findings are 
baaed is in its infancy, and the d t s  arc, to some extent, 
based w self-selection among those who chose to partici- 
pate. "HOWWK, the results prrscntcd do provide m g  
evidence that participating former w o r k  at some Mi- 
ties have atpaicnctd significant health impainncnt in the 

cxpm to asbtsroa and silica," the study found. The 
panel made the following site-spectfic findings: 

form of n o a - m s l i ~ t  lung diseases consistent with 

- Ferarrld:ExasaBtomachcrnccr~~salanedwhia: 
males; hourly males had higha rates for all cancers 

* combined; link formales to chronicrcspirafory &same 
mortality; - Burlord: No dif€crcncc 9ta1 bctwna radiation- 
exposed and noacxposcd workers. Atomic worlrcn 

p a n m  and colon cancer than the gcnaal population; - Lawrence Livarm0raNatkna.l Labomwry: Poaslble 
link to melanoma - L o r  Alamor National Laboratory: A long-mge 
study of plutonium wo~kus found no cxccss deaths 
among a group of worknr exposed to plutonium 
during the Manhatmu Rojcct Suicide rates among 
womcm radiation workas vw hgb. "This was not 
related tu duration of aqloyment, plutonium expo- 
sure, or mariral staw" the report found; 

- Mound: Higher ra ts  of a number of cancns, includ- 
ing prostate and rictal; 

- Oak Rldge: Unusually high death ram found mmg 
World War II workas, but %cause these worjcej 
were not engaged m military service during wartime, 
it is not possible to know whether or not these condi- 

health conditions that would hw excluded them fiom 
military service." Higher leukemia rata noted at Oak 
Ridge National labarauxy, but no conelnuon between 
the rata and xadiation dosage levels, 

had hi&a rate8 of multiple myelom4 caam of the 

tions reflect ocnrpdfiod exposurrs or d c r l y i n g  

- PmnW: NO C X C ~  dath  rates; - Pommoutb Gaaeoss Dtilhrdon P h t :  "No 
cause-specific death rate wu greater thm expaxed 
baaed on the U.S. g e n d  popuktion rates;" 

neoplasm of thc brain;" 
- Roeky Flab: Ex- ~ l w  of W g n  end rmrprrifitd 

- Savannah Rlver Site: Higher rare of Ieukcnna than 
the gmmi U.S. popuiatiotl. 

: 
r ' ' . . '  . ' . .  

N0.363 P883/008 
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PoUUdPnr Vow f~ Help 

Response to the draft -an varied h m  s t a ~  to ate. In 
New Mcxico, Sen. JcffBmgsrnan @) and Rep. Tom Udall 
(D) declared they would pursue legislation to compensate 
ailing workers and, in Washington s t a ! ~ ,  Rep. Doc W- 
ings (R) declared he, too, would "seek a commitmart fiom 
the Adrrrinismaon to support our €?anford w o r h  by 
providing compensation to them and their families if 
appropriate. " 

Oak Ridge Workan Slreptlcll 

In Oak Ridge, T w . ,  homer, forma w o r k  balanced 
their initial satisfctionthatthcdraftrcponconhxdthcir 
long-held belief of a link berween their illnesses and thmr 
work at Oak Ridge's thm we8po113 facilities with a fcsr 
that the govemmcnt'a conclusim may bc too limited and 
may not result in dicicnt or timcly fhncial help. "Ihm 
needs to be some M a t e  action to provide mtdical 
C O V C ~ ~ ~ C ,  and some type of financial restitution is just 
mandatory," said AM Orick. a forma K-25 site employce 
who suffers from numerous medical pblm she blmu 
on her exposures at Oak Ridge. Orick said she and ha 
husband, Mack also B K-25 worlsn who's bem diagnosed 
wth chronic beryllium discsse, have bem ruined h a n -  
ciaily by their health pmblems. "We've lost cvcrythmg," 
Onck said ' W e  can't wen buy ourmsdicinc. W e n d  the 
help of our govmmcnf" 

Window of Oppormnlty t Small 

Sick workm in Oak Ridge are concerned that the support 
shown by the Clinton Administnuion is hgile md could 
m d e  during the upcoming change of admiaimtiwrs in 
Washingron. "I'm scared to dtarh about thar," said Janet 
Michel of the Coalition fat a Healthy Envimammt, which 

nprcscats many f m  Oak Ridge workers. "Our window 
of m t y  is .my small." 

Harry Williams, another vetexan of K-25, and his wife 
Micki, said they hope reviewers won't shortchange 
w& who've been &emd by chcmical exposures. A 
umber of Oak Ridge warken have cited health problems 
~ ~ i c r o c d  14 e x p o r n  to heavy metals, such as nickel and 
msmry. *All we want is an quitable proposal (an 
cornpentration) that's not piecmreal" Williams said. "We 
want evcry pari of the nuclear worHorcc pmtectcd the 
38Xllt." 

Community Sapport Lackiag 

Orick mid she'g upset that sick w d c m  at the Oak Ridge 
!icilities have not -red more suppon &om the local 
community. mWe have bcea ignored, shamed and ridi- 
CUI&" she said. Michcl Williams added that elected 
officials have pot o f f d  much help either, rcfhing to 
b l d  bce-tdiwe mrrtinga with sick workers. "Wbt is it 
going to take fin our reprrsmtatives to be outraged like 
they an: m Kmtucky mi Ohio?" she wondered. 4 
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U.S., admits 
cancer link 
from Fernald 

I 

Fmm ion sa rr)te mum8 

cincinnata attmney 9- 
Chealeg says he is "vay Opthis-  
tkw,that fmer Fernald worker6 
and t h h  survivors will receive 
.adbulonal compensation for 
health problems In the wnke of a 
new federal gapcrnment repah 
A The government has muced- 

e that workers 
uranhun pm 

, as well as amplap- 
er plants around the 
ha helped make nucls 
ns. were exposed to can- 

g redlation and chemt- 

. .Qe findhgs thst radiation ox- 
led to higher-thmnormal LT deranging cancars in 

ers is detalled in 8 draft re 
. part prepared by the Energy & 
p&-hent and the White H o w  

* "hls is the first time thet the 
government is ecknowledglng 
thot people got cancer &om redi- 
;,Man ~nposuiro h the plank" 
sAld Energy Seci-eUy Blll Rlch- 
Rcdson.-"lnthe past; the role of - 
the goverliment wns ta we a 
htke. and I think that was 
wiunK:' 

The ndmlrslon misos the  pos. i siblllly thnt the government meg 
eventudly be forced to cornpen- 
& A t e  fninilies curd sirrvivors. 

A few years 
Ago, c h @ w  rep 
rosented 7,000 
Fclnald work= 
who settled B 
tnwslllt SgaiMt 
tho Energy De 
plvtment and a 
prlvate contrec- 
tor at FSrnalB, 
NLO he.. for 
S20 mlllion for 

emotional distress And medical 
monlforing. 

1 Toxic work 
Thenowgovarnment 

repon my6 22 dfferent kinds 
of cancer, including leuke- 
mla, Hodgkin'r lymphoma 
prostate, kidney end luhg 
cancer, wem f m d  amng 
600.000 people who worked 
at 14 nudear wenpons plants 
since World War II. 
I Ths € m y  Depart- 

ment and various Other gov- 
ernment agencies have been 
cotnpihg d m  stnm July sf= 
ter Wrgy Secretary Blll 
RlchBrdSOn'6 8flSnCy Con* 
cludsd that some workers at 
weepons plants supplying * 

beryllkrm devaloged berylU- 
um disoaals, an lncurabte 
lung ellmem 
I Prwldint CAnton or- 

dered a broad shrdy that 
would also kdc at the off ects . 
of redistion and chBrnl#l ' 

hazard6 from wanlum, plub 
nium arid other substances. ' 

i tho lhdlng8 came 
from epMemlolqlml studles 
performed hum 86 far back 
8s the mid 19608, induding 
many dtsmbed by the gov- 
ernment wtmn they were 
published. 

m 0- lnlmatlon 'ivas 
gethered from the Energy 
Department. which now 
owns the W d O O r  plants, the 
Atomic Enerpy Commisrion, 
or their contractors. 
I The Wort k expected 

10 bs Catllpbtsd by March. 
_ .  

0 000 48 
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Fed: Fernald caused illness 
Disclosure may spur legal deluge 
By H. Josrf Hebert 
Tha Aiiadatad R l s c  
WASWlNCTmN 

Reversing a position held for decades, 
the government has conduded for the 
first time that man7 workers involved 
in building America 8 nuclear weepone - including workers at the Fernald 
uranium plant - likely 
became ill ! ‘ e ~ ~ ~ ~ f e x p o s u r e  to radia- 
tion or toxic chemicals, officid~ eaid on 
Saturday. 
The findings. based on a rsvisw of 

dozens of studies and raw medical data 

covering an estimated 600.000 workars 
at Fernald and 13 other nuclear weapoae 
atas. could lead to cornpenastion to the 
farmlies of some of the w o r k .  Many 
were unaware that the were being 

%e the drad report of the studies did 
not show a direct causal link between 
workplace aspmuem and apsdfrc illnaassa, 
it found thBt worken at the plants euf- 
f e d  hi hwthan normal rates ofn wide 
range o!cancars and clearly wem sxpoeed 
U) cancer-cawing mdution md &emrealp 
in the worlsplaw. 

The studies, raviewrd by a special task 

osed to such health ds. 

Inside: Fernald group applauds 
gw6rnmenYs findings. pllge A 2  . 
force, ansmined health records and other 
data covering three decades of the Cold 
War from the fate 19408 into the 19608. 
An official familiar with the report 
emphasized it doe8 not relate to  workers’ 
conditions today. 

But the draft report. which President 
Clinton ordered last July, marks B rever- 

posihoo that no W e  axast behveen wot 9 sal ifl the gwernmmnt’s long-etan 

conducted at the Cold War-era waepons 
p l M b  and later illneeeas. That argu- 
ment has stymied numerous lawsuits 
seekvlg compensation. 

(Pferw sea RADIATION. Page AZI 

~ 

submma mom 
Shown abow 1s an rerial photo ph of the Femald utanfurn procsaslng 

Ilmwa of worken imhrsq building Amrrlca’s nucfsrr weapons end 
expowre m ndlatlon end 

p l a a  Government offlclab ssld i? aUrdey thorn mcely exlsta a llnk between 

chemicals In their wwlr wvlronrnent 
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Radiation 
(Continued from page At )  The report maid elevated workers likewise ahould be were first re rted Saturday by 
While the cornpeneation 

isgr10 has yat to be reeolved. cer were found among work- sure to plutonium. uraaium Daniel J. Guttman, an attor- 
tho government now i8 era a: 14 fad i t iea  in the and a variety of radioactive ney for the Paper, Allied- 
a h o w l e d g i n  that hundreds departrnent'a atomic weepona or highly toxic aubetancea. Induatrial Chemical and 

Workers Union, told 
, r r 2 a Z a  well have been . leukemia, Hodkin'a l ~ m -  reviewed dozene o spi em* t h e T m e s  the government 
made ai& {y their working phoma and .cancen of the logical otudiea, raw health turnabout was etunninp, 
anvironment. prmtate, kidney, salivary da t r  and other documents, bacawe for years the govern- 

'1% does appear that in the gland and lung. many of which in the paat ment hm mar 'nalized the 
DOE complex, there is a dim& ( . ,"ha enpoeures we am me- have been diemireed by the n a b  ta the Rousanda of 
link between O ~ ~ O E U ~  and ing are in excaaa' of those in government. weapons plant workers. 
the p a i b i l i t y  of contaminn- similar population  group^ a The draft report makes no In addition ta Fernald, the 
tion, Energy Secreta Bill 8owce familiar with the cbhdusion on cornponeation, report's findings included 
xcha&on said in 8avor .  re )rt said. W e  don't b o w  which will bo aamined in h . workers a t  plutonium produe. 
gwjtzerland, where he is w ~ C  the ause i8, but it's coming monthr. Recommon- tion facilibee at Savannah 
recornpan 'ng Clinton a t  BR derrly related to ex o8um dationr nre likely in the final River in South Caroline and 

thew (in the workplacey.' report. One official taid am- Hanford in Wmhk, n atate; 
In an interview with the CSnton ordered the r ~ ~ v i e w  snsation maat like1 would the h+y Flab pant near 

Aeeociatad Preee. Richard- aRo: the E n ' ~ l X & @ p p . - m k ,  to f s m i w n  t t  hurt-- Denver, whereplutonium was 
oon--c?,UhT&That the find- concluded the government G d a .  ua tbourandq,' m a l d d  into weapam campo- 
ingo are preliminary and h u l d  compensate worker8 although the number at thu nents; uranium enrichment 
won't be completed for never- who had developed 8n incur- time r8maiM little more rban and pracctsrin plants at b e  

fen,., complex; SI monthe. 9till. Richardeon able lung diseaee becauac of B CUM. 
said. if tho finding# are expoeuretobery~lium,amattt- ginton will we the ha1 g i E d f : m h c e  Livemom 
borne out. 'The honorable rial. w e d  in nudear W ~ ~ P O I M  rspott to develop a rseommen. end Loa Alamoa national labo- 
thing for the government to production. dation Cangr888,.which ia ratories in California end 
do is to  protect its workere, Richardson and the white respcmsible for prowding the New Mka, reupectivel 

None of the plants stiE pro- paat and preeent,' including Houee wanted ba determine if money. ' 

corn pensa tion. 0th- nuclear weapons plant The draR rem8 &nduaiaas- ducsr nuclear -Heapom. 

of 22 ~ a t s g ~ r i ~  of ~ 8 n -  compensated becawe of expo- the Naw YorPThe.  

tfouaande - of complex. The included The interaaenc; .$"'p En 

4L" economic Ip orum. 
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Fernald group hails government findings 
Bv Ryan Weber 
Journal-Now 

ROSS TOWNSHIP 

The fedaral government's achowlsdg 
ment that workers who helped make 
nuclear weopona are auccumbtnp to can- 
cer and early death hae braught s a t i s k -  
tion to  one Local 
FRESH, Fernsu&idenb for En<- 

ronrnental Safety and Health, has for 16 
yoare re reeented em lo e a  who workad 
at - an$ residents w!o i v e d  near - the 
former Fernaid uranium procesein 
plant. Group member EdwabYocum of 
Crosby Township said she is naw ready to 
move forward. 

'Now that they have admitted it, we 
want them to be accountable for their 
0 ~ t i o n i , ~  Yocum aeid on Saturdey. It'E 

ust d to sea b u m  they'rw recogaiz- e m s  nsidente and former emplo e a .  It 
ing Ern WM a problem and that the offeralreephygicalenaminationa.~uutnot 
workere were not protected a8 h a y  treatment. 
rhouid have beep" hae worked closely with the 

A national ruview of h d t h  data from National lastitUte far Occupational Safety 
workers at 14 nudear weepom plants and Health a d  the federal Cantera for 
including Fardb hw Id the WW- Di~eaae Cantrul, which found a high inci- 
m a t  to c o a d e  for thr first time &at on- den= of h y  cancar in the area surround- 
the'ob radietjaq arid chemical aqmaura ing Farad Since 1990, three public, 
k \ ~ d  to cancer. health studi& have beel, performed. 

Although mek I aradrn'un deem0 o h -  h o d  witb tbia new information. 
. OW to erne people+ Yapm said it'a a big Yocum oaid ehe h o w  the U.S. Department 
step. For one, rt b \ d  hei her 250- of y g h t  taks a new stante on how 

%e)zve always denierfit in some fom 
member group atup up ttS R t for,their ita sites 
nei hbora. 
&'m loakin for m d e d t h  studies, and stud it can't be:Yocum said. 'I think 

and now mayfa mom ~ p l e  will get j u t  ham m-ng this evil] p v e  elo- 
invoIved with the medad mouitonag .ewe to m e  people. Sometimse lust an 
pm .A+ Tm &.IP $-' . m k - w  mm 
T r e medical monitoring progmm people fd betkc' 

e adected peo le's livea. 

. . ; . , . i ' : t '  , . .. - :  
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. January 29,2000 
The New York Times 
Front Page and Page A1 1 
“U. S. Acknowledges Radiation &led Weapons Workers” 

UIS, AIMOMEDGES 
RADIATION KILLED 
WEAPONS WORKERS 

~ 

EMDS DECADES OF DENIALS 

Compensation Is Possible for 
Suwivors of Cancer Victims 

Who Worked on Bombs , 

By MATCHEW L W h m  

decadm of d m 4  chs gmnment 
in m a d i n g  rhu OPDlkn tpbo 
Mpud maka nudeu rsupms begb 
alng .SI me d m  or me naeku .ga 
were anpaad to radlaUtm and &em- 
lcah that producod cMQr rod early 
death. 

’Ibs new ILndlag - thn radtada~ 
sxposurr led 0 higtl0rth-d 
msc of a wtds rango of canxsa 
among arorksrs at 14 nudw map- 
ana plants - ralres the p- of 
compn6rtlon UJ tbem NfhmgE 
ornci& cauumeci rn aog datsb~ 
on that was a long way On *#id 
a packngn could mal tms of mipiona 
of dollnra lor 8 gmup that mght wall 
inciucic hundred8 of funlllax 
.me new condualon am- hum 

the govarninent’r moot aomprahan- 
sive revtow of studies of mr&r 
health and raw health data 7be r e  
view scc~pta the conclurlon of many 
of those studles, same of tbrm dcme 
under cantrnct lor the g-m, 
that workon were made slck by 
rhek expasure. 

WASEINGTON, J s ~  28 - Atccr 

Pa& I O f 3  
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US. Acknowle&es Radiation 
Caused Cancers in Workers 

Contfnrud Fmm Page Al 
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"U.S. Acknowledges Radiation Killed Weapons Workers" 
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some of them dhavwwed by the gov- 
erpment at the ume they were pub- 
lished Others arr fmm data gath- 
ered by the Energy DepanmenL 
which am owns me plants, I t s  pde 
ct88or the Alomlc Enargy Comma- 
aim or rhar arnuacmm None of the 
rwearcb WM done 8pedilcally for 
th16 nudy.whicblsdw to be finished 
in Mar& 
The repan does not mrn up the 

offldal IsmnlrrW Ita cnntenu and 
prqurati&m rald !D M lntsrview that 
"my gut%% we could bs Wring about 
hUwlrcds ol cases. Ln a populadon of 
hudrsdt of  rbousaods." 

But Mr, Aivarez sdd that the num- 
ber of vlcdms wadd d-nd on how 
many dbetws am W e b  u) rabla. 
don; if. as moms cpMsmlologlocr b e  
Urn. rndtatlnn damages rhc human 
lmmuno system and rhus leaves pep 
PIS vulnerable to a wide variety of 
dLnwu b q m d  chose cancers usu- 
ally ourodared wltb radisrlon, then 
the n m k r  could rise to the thou- 

states that the sclanufic quewom of 
causation were ourslde chc rask 
force's mandptc 

can- bur 1 aeflhJr gwelnmwn 

S M h .  
h e  drab however, srplldtly 
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Bored Board? 

and cieanup sites. To achieve success. 
members o f  thest board must maintain 

open mind, work together, and keep 
the lines o f  communication open 

and fiwing. By Richard G. Tclfer 

ach year. &e U.S. Dcparmeat of Energy poun 
hundreds of thourn& of dollars into a program E that seeks community input in those a r e a  

. where nuclear activities were carried on because of the 
‘ Cbld War threar Twelve such sites cxist rodoy+ome in 

’ closure made, orhers in weapons production slowdown, 
while orill ochers arc in a receiving simation, accepting 
radioactive materials dusified as waste. 

The sire-specific advisory b o d  (%ABS), also known 
as community advisory boards (CABS). were esubhhed 
by a charter oi the DOE Office far Environmental 
Management (EM). Following is the mission of these 
bodies of volunteer citizens: 
1. Advise the DOE on the process, content, public 
participation, and other policy rspccrs of the EM 
environmcncal restoration, WUKC managemcnr, and 
tcchnoiogy development activities. 
2. ~ S s u c  reports and recommendioons. 
3.  Recommend  piai io^ KO reJolve difficult isma faced 
in the EM program. including site-specific cleanup 
C ~ ~ K C T I ~  risk assasmenr, land use, prioriry sefdng, 
m;magcmcnt effectiveness, codbenefit analysis, md 
rcchnological rrraccgics for waste management and 
disposal frdlidu. 

The Challenges 

The chdenge offered by rhc h e r  is seen somedm 
differently by each of rhu ui.dng boards bcsruso of &e 
differences in geography of the areas, rypc of facility, 

Four Farnald CAE members listen to a dlscusslon of 
trmnsponatlon issues. (Photo courresy nuor Daniel 
Femeld.) 

*Arcion, and residuals runaining onsire u &e NUIK of 
the years of production. No nu0 groups will have 
rhe same concern. drhough here  are overlapping 
commondider &roughour &e complex. Thnc sires, 
ranercd from e m  to WM and n o d  to rourh, dictate 
many of &e Lsua for which roluaons musr be found. 

While rhe DOE facilities vcrc in full swing and 
hundreds or thousands of people were employed, lirde 
thought was ever given to whac problems might exisr 
once things came to a halt. Once &e word was out char 
rhurdown had been ordered, citizens in these and 
neighboring communities became concerned over the 
thought of radioactive marerids being Idt onrirc or 
moved KO orher locations, +o well as the potential for 
groundwarm contuninorion, uansporuuoa issues and 
matters of health and humrn sofecy. Proresr groups 
s p r a g  up in many ueu. IC vu in hop- of having 
meaningful and peaceful dialogue that the DOE 
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established this network 
of citizen groups. TO 
facilitate the working 
of the SSABs, funds 
have been made available 
for providing secretanal 

and mailings, necessary 
equipment, office space, 
and travel as well as 
meeting space rental. In 
some cases, specialisrs 
have been hired to handle 
some of the management, 
facilitation, and technical 
duties deemed necessary 
to support the work 
of rhe volunteer board 
members. 
At the ooset board 

members were faced with 
factors that would 

I r ~ S W l C C , p ~ d n g n U ~ &  

Included In the May 1999 Sltespediflc Advisory Board 
Workshop on Transportation were opportunities to vlew 
trucks used to had LLW, various rypes of waste shipping 
containers, end B demonsrmion of global positionlng 
system (GPS) tracking. (Photo courtesy fluor Oaniel 
Femald.) 

* Business and political 

Professional groups o r  
leaders, 

organizations. 

Regardless of how well 
the selecrian process is 
followed, every effon 
should be made to 
objecdvely select candidates 
for consideration based on 
how well they march the 
guidelines set forth for 
a diverse membership. 
A balanced ourlaok is 
essential for an effective 
board, one that is able to 
meet the challenge before 
it 

A common concern 
among boards is the 
membcrshiu drooour rate, 

influence much of their action. Even today, h e r  several i a condition, that greatly reduces the abilik of ;he board 
years of funcdoning, some of the same factors still mist: to accomplish its goals. Potential members must be 

i advised reguding the work of the board and the demand 
! placed on their rime (not only rhe monthly meetings, bur 

Proximiry to populated a rm.  i cornminee rsoignmeny travel, and local demands for 
i prcsencauons). Many have found the demand on their 

ame IO be too aneraus and dropped off the board. Some 
' have said, 'If I had only known what was involved, I 

Avsilable water supply. j would have withdrawn my name from consideration." . The obligxtion to honestly present the m e  picture of 
* j service as a CAB member falls on the shoulders af the 

i selection cornminee. They may, in fact, be the m o a  
j imporwt  conunirue on the board. 
i Committees and subcommittees seem to present a 
i problem for many boards in thnt too many exist 
1 without a mission, and h e  demand on member time for 

l l l e  type of board membership chat should be sought ' commitrcc participation becomes a major burden. 

Size and mission of the site. 

Nature of the work done while operational. 
Amount of radioactive materials to be handled. 
Potential for reuse as an indusuial sire or park. 

Availability of safe uansporurion routes. 
Quality and amounr of labor supply. 
Communicy arricude toward the DOE. 

A Plvema, Representettve Msmbemhlp 

continues KO be a challenge, as memben conszantly face 
both old 3nd new problems. Over the years, sites have 
found that their board makeup may have Iackcd balance 
at w a  not reprerenurive of &e whole area and that some 
members had hidden agendas that hampered smooth 
operation. It is viral to the operation of all boards that 
there be J balance or cross section of the community or 
area represented. 
Where should the membership cornminee be turning 

for sources of potential members? Consider rht 
following as potential sources: 

Labor unions. 
Environmental groups. 
Health and safety organizations. 
Long-time acto residents. 
Civic dubs and organizations. 
The educational environment (both snrdenu and 
teachers at all levels). 
T h e  religious community. 
Individuals with an intererr. 

There is nothing wrong with a commitreelsubcommit- 
lee structure. At different times, some will be active 
while others may be inacrive, depending on the issues 
being pursued by the board. However, members do 
have lives beyond the CAB, and this must be 
recognized by the leadership. Attempting KO have 
members serve on too many comminect dilutes the 
effectiveness of both rhe member and the committees. 
From time to time, a DOE representative may came to 
the SSAB requesting input on a draft Record of 
Decision or environmental impan statement awaiting 
submission to htadquarrers. At such times, temporary 
commirrtcs can be formed to review t h e  documents, 
make comments, and move back to chc scheduled work 
in progress. Flexibility is important to the smooth 
running of the organization. 

Settlng tha Agenda 

What issues to tackle often becomes a real srumbline 
Minority groups. . block for a given SSAB. DOE site managers set for t i  

-.-_- - -.--.._- -.-- 
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of chc counrlezs conccrns within the 
community.  Residenrs livinG -1 ose ra a 
potential shipping rourc ior ridioacrivt 
miceri;ls h:,vc difierenr worries :han 
rliosc living miles away. An alert b o x u  
will respond. to community requests 
lot J particular prcscncarion and will 
w o r !t hand - in - h .I n d w i ch communi  r ;J 
lendership to facilitate suck events. 

Several approaches co getting rhe 
mrssige out co rhe community ntour  
upcoming events znd imparting facrud 
information include rhese: 

Establish i speskers bureau. 
H c l d  open houses at rhe nuclear 
faci I i  ty. 
Hav; a const int  flow of stories in 
the newspapers. 
Invite the rr.edia to meetings and 
special events. 
Sponsor workshops for the pubiic. 
Focus on education at  a11 levtls. 

Each S U B  is 
faced with R 

wide range of  
concern as 
expressed by 

those who believe 
that they have 
sufered became 

o f  the years o f  
nuclear activity. 

The more  d i e  public learns .;bout rhe ongoing si te  
accivitics, thc greater the undersunding ind SUPPOK for : 
prcstnr, a9 weil 1s future, acrivities will become evident. : 

It i s  important IO be aware t h a t  Feople w3n1 to be 
included in !he decision-making processes tha t  affect 
their lives. Being allowed 10 voice an idea or question 
i scxemenr from a local, state, or nirionil  official lets 

people know chat they  3 r r  r c s p m c d  
and chat their ide2s i r e  imponant. Even To.FL/ 
negzrive views should b e  w - 4 
wclconred in good faith. N o  segmenr of 
!oc:1 society should be iypassed. 

A clue rhz: the monthly meetings are 
nor interesting rhase in arrendtncc is when 
people get up and leave during a presen- 
tation or disappear at the break rime. In an 
arrempr to prevent such behavior, con- 
sider the following: 

2 8 2 1  

Develop 3 realistic agenda. 
Ser a time limic-two hours seems IO 
be well received. 

.\Welcome guests. 
Keep the meeting on schedule and keep 

Limit the length of presentxions 2nd 

.Provide for 3 shorr break. 
*Allow for citizen comments and 

it snappy. 

sllow for questions. 

record expressed concerns. 

The business ponion of many meericgs often if bf . m , ’  

lirtle inreresr (0 rhe public beczuse oi long meaningless 
discussions and bickering over minor points of 
order or wording of a sratcrnenr. The basic work of 
preparing issues for presenrauon to the cnrire board fo r  
action should be done in the administrative cornmime 
meeting and  gone over  carefully to avoid porenrisl 

An NTS CAB rneering. with a presentation to community members on groundwerer contamination, 
(Phorn cotirmsy IT Corp.) 
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conflict during the public meeting. The quickest way j The problems a t  individual sites-because of their  
to destroy public confidence in the ability of a board size, the nature of the work that took  place for 
to carry out  its mission is to show open dissension i many years, the topography of the land, and the 
among board members at a public meeting. A i relationship of the site to neighboring facilities-have 
productive businws meeting is well planned and well an impact on the decisions that are  being made a t  

i a national level. Having an understanding of w h a t  
i ocher SSAB members are facing helps the visiting 

’ 

managed. 

Eelng Creatlve 

lssucs Often come to the anention of 
boards that are beyond their charge. 
An example is the issue of the Yucca 
Mountain project in Nevada. 
Countless citizens in attendance at  
NTS board meecingo want to discuss 
the Yucca Mountain project. Though 
ol interest to most of the board 
members, it is not an issue related to 
the NTS, and thus it is not open to 
discussion. I n  an aaempc to honor 
such public interest, however, the NTS 
board has, at times, invited a project 
staffer from the Yucca Mountain site 
to provide an update of activities 
taking place there. Such action by 
the CAB is an example of being 
responsive to the wishes of the public, 
while at the  same rime remaining 
focused on its responsibility. 

As a means of stirnuhung interat  
2nd understanding among boards a t  
different sites, three of the sites have 
sponsored work3hops anended by 

The quickest way 
to destroy public 
confidence in the 

to carry out i ts  
mission is to 

. show open 
dissension among 
board members 

at apublic 
meeting. 

. I  

r;presentatives from ;It boards. The  firrr, dealing with 
low-level waste. was hosted by the NTS b o d  and held 
in Las Vegas. Fernald sponsored a transportation 
seminar in Cincinnati. The most recent meeting, 
dealing with stewardship, atuacred board members co 
Oak Ridge. In preparation for these worlohops, each 
board devoted time to develop position stitemcnts 
related to  the topic of the workshop, based on the 
problems of their individual site. Such activities help 
individuals to broaden their understanding of the many 
issues being faced by waste management personnel. 
Dialogue among the several sires has increased PS the 
result of these workshops. Constant communication is 
another step in  increasing the r o d  effecriveness of 
the SSAB concept. Recognizing the value of such 
workshops, orher sires 3re considering presentations on 
other critical topics. 

Site visitations by individual, are an imporcant phase 
of board work and should be encouraged. Until board 
members have a chance to cow another site, attend 
one of rhat site’s board meetings, and repon back 
to their local groups, it is virruslly impossible co get 
J feel for, the problems faced at  other sites. The 
complerity.of each of the sites can be appreciated only 
by actually walking the ground, viewing the 

workers, and meeting with rnanrgemenr reams. 
production hcilitia char musr be remavcd. calking vi& 

- -  
board member appreciate thi  
magnitude of the complexwide 
activity. Attending a meeting of 
another board has untold benefits 
for the visitor. it may reinforce what  
is already under way back home, or 
it may provide new approaches that 
could stimulate new excitement. 
The productivity of such visits is 
greatly enhanced when a report 
is presented to the home borrd. Such 
reports need not be  exwnsive, 
but  they can d o  much to stimulate 
visits by other members to  o ther  
facilities. 

Members can also learn much from 
attending national industry meetings, 
such as che Waste Management 
meetings held yearly in Tuuon or the 
Beneficial Reuse meetings sponsored 
b y  the University of Tennessee. 
Visiting with a p e r u  in  the field, 
viewing exhibits, and listening to a 
wide reltcdon of p r n e a u t i o n s  goes a 
long way in making a nontechnical 
board member more aware of the 
vasuless of nuclear ccchnoloaies. Such 

. 

participation should be the goal of each board. 
Members should be encouraged KO submit abstracts for 
papers they would like to present. Every such activity 
helps the membership grow and be berter prepared to , 

meet their local rcsponsibiiitiu. 

Actlvs and Eftectlve 

The challenger before the SSABs are staggering, but 
each board has the ability to achieve its mission in  ways 
that ir determines to be best a t  J given time. Board 
cmphuis may change when new members join, when a 
new chair is selected, or when DOE leadership sees the 
need for a new direction. 

Buildiog board effectiveness cakes time and can be 
accomplished by considering some of the ideas 
presented herein. AS the Jaying goes, “Rome wasn’t 
built in a day,” and the environmental problems related 
co nuclear issues will not be solved overnight. The key  
to achieving effective SSAB membership is KO mainrain 
open minds, work together, and keep the lines of 
communication open and flowing. 

Richsrd C. Telfer ir a former cb& of rhs NTS 
Commrriry Adoboy Board; a rsriwd career educator, 
be consults on nuciear issues. 

. .  
4 




