Department of Energy

Ohio Field Office
Fernald Area Office
. P. O. Box 538705
Cincinnati, Ohio 45253-8705
(513) 648-3155

APR 19 2000

Mr. James A. Saric, Remedial Project Manager DOE-0608-00
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region V, SRF-5J

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, lllinois 60604-3590

Mr. Tom Schneider, Project Manager
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
401 East 5™ Street

Dayton, Ohio 45402-2911

Dear Mr. Saric and Mr. Schneider:
INITIATION OF EXCAVATION IN PITS 1 AND 2

The purpose of this letter is to clarify the Department of Energy’s (DOE) plans to initiate
the excavation of Waste Pits 1 and 2, and to provide additional information regarding
these plans. Specifically, this letter is being written to document that this action is
consistent with the approved Excavation Plan. In addition, this letter is being written to
address specific issues/concerns raised by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) relative to this action.
Preliminary excavation activities will be initiated at Pit 1 on April 19, 2000.

As detailed in the approved Excavation Plan (Section 4.2.1), waste pit excavation
activities were initiated in Waste Pit 3, as Phase 1 of the excavation process. As the
excavation progressed into Phase 2 of the excavation process, waste pit excavation
activities continued in Waste Pit 3. Consistent with the approved Excavation Plan
{Section 4.2.2), however, Phase 2 excavation also includes the excavation of materials
from both Waste Pits 1 and 2. In fact, within Phase 2, it is planned that all of the Waste
“Pit 1 contents will have been excavated along with about 22% of the Waste Pit 2
materials. The excavation of these three pits in parallel is necessary to ensure that
appropriate material is available to ensure blending to meet the Envirocare Waste
Acceptance Criteria (WAC), and Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements for Low
Specific Activity-l (LSA-l) shipping.
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Consistent with the approved Excavation Plan, the excavation of Waste Pits 1, 2, and 3
will be performed on three fronts. In-other words, as is shown on Drawing M-05-82-101

from the Excavation Plan (which depicts the Phase 2 excavation process), there are three '

areas of excavation planned, one each in Waste Pits 1, 2, and 3.

Management of the excavation water will expand as the excavation activities expand into
Waste Pits 1 and 2. Specifically, as is detailed in Section 4.2.2 of the approved
Excavation Plan, while excavation water continues to be transferred from Waste Pit 3,
additional water systems will be installed in Waste Pits 1 and 2 for the collection of waters
in those pits. The excavation waters collected in Pits 1 and 2 will be pumped to the
clearwell. Consistent with Section 6.3 of the Excavation Plan, this water will be managed
within the excavation such that infiltration of contaminated water into the soils and aquifer
below is minimized.

Obviously, the ability to manage this water will be impacted by the amount of water
entering the excavation area (e.g., from storms), and by the available capacity to treat the
water through the International Technology Corporation (IT) project’s Water Treatment
System and to discharge that water to the Biodenitrification Surge Lagoon (BSL), which
could be impacted by water discharge terminations to the BSL. As noted in the Waste Pit

‘Remedial Action Project (WPRAP) Stormwater/Wastewater Management Plan, however,

the collection and transfer of excavation water to the Clearwell will continue to be one of
the highest priorities for WPRAP.

If you have any questions, please contact John Hall at {513) 648-3118.

Sincerely,

A Y s

FEMP:Lojek o Johnny W. Reising
Fernald Remedial Action
Project Manager
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. Hallein, EM-31/CLOV .

Hall, OH/FEMP
. Lojek, OH/FEMP

. Tanner, OH/FEMP

. Jablonowski, USEPA-V, SRF-5J
. Bell, ATSDR
. Hodge, Tetra-Tech

M. Schupe, HSI GeoTrans

R. Vandegrift, ODH

D. Carr, Fluor Fernald/2

T. Hagen, Fluor Fernald/65-2

J. Harmon, Fluor Fernald/90

S. Hinnefeld, Fluor Fernald/31
“T. Walsh, Fluor Fernald/65-2

AR Coordinator, Fluor Fernald/78
ECDC, Fluor Fernald/52-7
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