Department of Energy

Ohio Field Office
Fernald Area Office
~ P.0O.Box 538705
Cincinnati, Ohio 45253-8705
(513) 648-3155

JUt 29 200

Mr. James A. Saric, Remedial Project Manager DOE-0801-00
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region V, SRF-5J

77 West Jackson Boulevard

~ Chicago, lllinois 60604-3590 ‘

Mr. Tom Schneider, Project Manager
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
401 Est 5" Street

Dayton, Ohio 45402-2911

Mr. Ms. Val Orr

Division of Drinking and Ground Waters - UIC Unit
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency

P.0. Box 1049

1800 Watermark Drive

Columbus, Ohio 43216-1049

Dear Mr. Saric, Mr. Schneider, and Ms. Orr:

RESPONSE TO THE OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY COMMENT ON THE
OCTOBER 1999 RE-INJECTION DEMONSTRATION OPERATING REPORT

This éorrespondence submits the subject response.

If you have any questions regarding this submittal, please contact Robert Janke at
(513) 648-3124. '

Sincerely, '
-
FEMP:Nickel . Johnny W. Reising

Fernald Remedial Action
Project Manager

Enclosure

@ Recycled and kecyclable @



Mr. James A. Saric -2-
Mr. Tom Schneider
Ms. Val Orr ’

~ cc w/enclosure:

R. J. Janke, OH/FEMP

G. Jablonowski, USEPA-V, SRF-5J

T. Schneider, OEPA-Dayton {three copies of enclosure)
F. Bell, ATSDR :
F. Hodge, Tetra Tech

M. Schupe, HSI GeoTrans

R. Vandegrift, ODH

D. Brettschneider, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-5

K. Broberg, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-5

W. Hertel, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-5

M. Jewett, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-2

R. White, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-5

AR Coordinator, Fluor Fernald, Inc./78

cc w/o enclosure:

N. Hallein, EM-31/CLOV

J. Reising, OH/FEMP

A. Tanner, OH/FEMP

D. Carr, Fluor Fernald, Inc./2

T. Hagen, Fluor Fernald, Inc./65-2

J. Harmon, Fluor Fernald, Inc./90

S. Hinnefeld, Fluor Fernald, Inc./31

U. Kumthekar, Fluor Fernald, Inc./64
Walsh, Fluor Fernald, Inc./65-2

T.
ECDC, Fluor Fernald, Inc./52-7
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' RESPONSE TO OEPA COMMENT ON
THE OCTOBER 1999 RE-INJECTION
DEMONSTRATION OPERATING REPORT

' Commentmg Orgamzatlon OEPA - ' ' o Commenter Schnelder

Section#: Figure 3 Pg # NA ' Line#: NA . Code:

Original Comment# 1

Comment: - The rapxd 5.4 foot rise in water level in injection well IW-10 is puzzling. There is
convincing evidence that the mechanism for plugging of the injection wells has been
iron-reducing bacterial growth. This has until now resulted in a gradual increase of water
level. From figure 3 it appears that the increase in water level occurred between
three-per-day water level measurements. Are there any mechanical problems or
operational changes in the well that would cause the rapid rise? We would be mterested in
hearing any theories that explam the observations.

Response: Two such rapxd water level rises have been recorded in IW-10. Figure 1 illustrates the

Action:

- FER\DEMOTESTWSOCT\COMMENT\00-OEPA.DOCUune 19, 2000 2:09 PM : 1

water level rise in IW-10 from September 2, 1998 to February 1, 2000. As the data show,
on January 5,.1999 the water level rose 5.68 feet in eight hours or less, and on October 17,
1999 the water level rose 5.4 feet in eight hours or less. In each case-the water level rose
slowly and steadily both before and after the rapid increase. There are no known
mechanical or operational reasons for the rapid water level increases within the well.

As more data are collected it is hoped that a more technical reason for the rise will be
determined. At this time the leading interpretation is that the rapid rises are real and
indicate that the water level rise in this re-injection well is not always gradual, and that
occasionally rapid water level rises occur.

Continue to monitor water levels within-the well.
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