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Fernald Community Reuse Organization
March 23, 1999, Meeting Minutes

Approval of Feb. 16, 1999, Meeting Minutes

Bill Hinkle chaired the meeting for CRO Chair Dave McWilliams.

Bob Tabor motioned to approve the Feb. 16 meeting minutes; the minutes were
approved with no changes.

Treasurer’s Report

CRO Treasurer Sharon Cornwell was ill, so the report was postponed.

DOE Report

Gary Stegner reported that DOE Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson visited Fernald
on March 22 to recognize the completion of Safe Shutdown. The CRO was well
represented at the event.

The Office of Worker and Community Transition (OWCT) National Stakeholder
Workshop will be held in Chicago on May 27 and 28.

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board will hold a public workshop on April 20 at
Crosby Elementary School at 6 p.m. to discuss ecological restoration issues of the
site.

The Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Final Land Use at the Fernald
Environmental Management Project is undergoing DOE review and will be issued in
May.

Fernald expects to resume waste shipments to the Nevada Test Site in April/May.

Consultant’s Report

Old Business

Curt Paddock summarized recent publicity for the draft Community Transition Plan.
During March, Paddock met with Fernald management, workers, union leaders and
community organizations to discuss the plan. The plan was also placed in the Public
Environmental Information Center, the two Fernald Career Development Centers and
on Fernald's Web site at www.fernald.gov . Dave McWilliams asked Secretary of

Energy Bill Richardson to consider funding the plan when the CRO submits it to his
office this spring.
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Curt Paddock discussed comments received on the plan from stakeholders and
union leaders and invited comments from the public participants. Comments
included:

-- a concern that the bulk of the programs are not focused on local
communities but a broader region;

-- a request to continuously monitor and soI|C|t opportunities within the Greater
Cincinnati market to create new labor demands which require similar skills as
Fernald workers; and

- a comment that funds should be equally dispersed between Butler and
Hamilton counties.

Karl Dillhoff asked would more land be available if a company wanted more than the
23-acre area for commercial or economic development. Stegner said that only the
23-acre parcel of land is available.

The CRO discussed the comments and decided to revise the plan as follows:

- Add language throughout the plan to reinforce the CRO’s goal and preference
to direct funds to the tri-township area, when possible.

Randy Welker motioned that the CRO accept the public comments and authorize
Curt Paddock to complete the revisions to the Community Transition Plan and
submit the plan and funding request to DOE. Karl Dillhoff seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

New Business

Extension and Refocus of Ohio Department of Defense Grant

Paddock said the Department of Defense has offered to extend the grant period for
the Entrepreneurship Assistance Program through the end of June 1999, as long as
the CRO can ensure that the $50,000 grant is committed by then. Paddock
recommended that unless an entrepreneur approaches the CRO for funding, the CRO
could use the funds for a feasibility study to determine the interest and need for a
regional incubator. Welker motioned to pursue the feasibility study for an incubator;
the motion passed.

Energy Communities Alliance Meeting

Paddock said the Energy Communities Alliance agenda is in some ways parallel to
the CRO and the FCAB. The Alliance members are local elected officials from
jurisdictions adjacent to DOE facilities who make sure their opinions are expressed
directly to DOE.

The next Alliance meeting is in Colorado on April 8 and 9. The CRO discussed
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sending a CRO representative who is also an elected official to the meeting.

OWCT National Stakeholders Workshop

. The CRO passed a motion to send the following members to the May 27 -28 OWCT
workshop in Chicago: Sharon Cornwell, Bob Tabor, Curt Paddock. Lou Doll and
Mike Keyes already plan to attend.

Meeting Dates

. The next CRO meeting was scheduled for April 6; however, this meeting was later
rescheduled for May 18.

Public Participation

. Two Fernald workers expressed an interest in the employee entrepreneurship
program. Gary Stegner recommended the employees talk with Rex Norton, Fluor
Daniel Fernald, about privatization of the work units.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.






