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MAR Q 2001 
REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF- - Mr. Johnny W. Reising SRF-5J 

3 5 4 9  
United States Department of Energy 
Feed Materials Production Center 
P.O. Box 398705 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45239-8705 

RE: A1,Pl Wetland Mitigation 
2000 Monitoring Report 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has 
completed its review of the United States Department of Energy's 
(U.S. DOE) draft wetland monitoring report for the year 2000 in 
support of the Area 1, Phase 1 (A1,Pl) wetland mitigation project. 

The report summarizes the first on-site evaluation of a five-year 
monitoring program for six acres of wetlands constructed in Al, P1. 

The report appears technically sound, however there are some issues 
that require further clarification. U.S. EPA has enclosed comments 
on the report. 

Please contact me at (312) 886-0992 if you have any questions 
regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

James A. Saric 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Section 
SFD Remedial Response Branch #2 

Enclosure 

cc: Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO 
Kim Chaney, U.S. DOE-HDQ 
John Bradburne, Fluor Fernald 
Terry Hagen, Fluor Fernald 
Tim Poff, Fluor Fernald 
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3 5 4 9  TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMENTS ON DRAFT 
"WETLAND MONITORING REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2000 

AREA 1, PHASE I MITIGATION PROJECT" 

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

GENERAL COMMENT 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  Not applicable (NA) Page # :  NA Line # :  NA 
Original General Comment # :  1 
Comment: The document should be revised to include a brief 

description of the project construction and site 
revegetation activities as well as the timeline under which 
they are being completed. 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS 

Commenting Organization: U . S .  EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.4.1 Page # :  2-4 Lines # :  15 and 1 6  
Original Specific Comment # :  1 
Comment: The text indicates that a revised planting strategy is 

outlined in Section 2.5; however, Section 2.5 discusses 
wetland monitoring results and does not present a revised 
planting strategy. Section 2.4.1 should be revised to 
clearly present the revised planting strategy and the 
rationale for its implementation. 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.4.3 Page # :  2-5 Lines # :  3 and 4 
Original Specific Comment # :  2 
Comment: The text indicates that staff gauges were placed in 

Basins 1, 2, and 4 to evaluate water levels. Because all 
the basins except Basin 8 are designed to have an open water 
wetland classification (among others), the text should 
explain why staff gauges were placed only in Basins 1, 2, 
and 4 and why they are absent from Basins 6 and 7. 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.4.3 Page # :  2-5 Lines # :  3 and 4 
Original Specific Comment # :  3 
Comment: In the discussion of water elevation measurement, the 

text should cite the Appendix F table titled "Water Level 
and Shallow Well Measurements." 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.5.1 Page # :  2 - 7  Lines # :  6 and 7 
Original Specific Comment # :  4 
Comment: The text states that Ilapproximately 3 9  percent of 

plants were browsed, 4 percent rubbed and 17 percent 
destroyed." The text should clarify whether this statement . 

means that 60 percent of the woody plants were impacted or 
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3 5 4 9  
that of the 39 percent browsed, 4 percent were rubbed and 
percent were destroyed. 
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Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.5.1 Page # :  2-7 Lines # :  2 0  and 21 
Original Specific Comment # :  5 
Comment: The text indicates that tree tubes were placed around 

the trunk of each tree, but it is unclear whether tree tubes 
were placed around all trees or just the replanted stock. 
The text should be revised to clarify this matter. 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.7 Page # :  2-10 Lines # :  1 and 2 
Original Specific Comment # :  6 
Comment: The text discusses installation of grasses and forbs 

in Basins 3 and 5 as outlined in Table 2-3. The text and 
corresponding table are unclear as to whether the number of 
plugs listed is the total number for both Basins 3 and 5 or 
the number that will be installed in each basin. The text 
should be revised to clarify this issue. 

Commenting Organization: U . S .  EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  2.7 Page # :  2-10 Lines # :  8 and 9 
Original Specific Comment # :  7 
Comment: The text and the table cited (Table 2-4) indicate that 

a number of shrubs will be planted in spring 2001 and list 
the shrub species and numbers. The text and table should be 
revised to identify the basins or patches in which these 
shrubs will be planted. 
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