
Department of Energy 
Ohio Field Office 

Fernald Area Office 
P. 0. Box 538705 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45253-8705 
(51 3) 648-31 55 

MY 091997. e + 8614 
DOE-0939-97 

Mr. Jim Bierer, Chairman 
Femald Citizens Task Force 
Natural and Cultural Resource committee 
407 Marcia Avenue 
Hamilton. Ohio 45013 

Dear Mr. Bierer: 

, 

RESPONSE TO FERNALD CITIZENS TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATIONS ON NATURAL 
RESOURCE RESTORATION 

This letter provides responses to the  recommendations that were made by the  Fernald 
Citizens Task Force (CTF) Natural and Cultural Resource Committee dated February 19, 
1997, regarding Natural Resource Restoration activities at the Femald Environmental 
Management Project (FEMP]. The recommendations made by your Committee suggested 
that the Department of Energy, Femald Environmental Management Project (DOE-FEMP) 
focus attention on two key areas: 1) the development and implementation of an ongoing 
system to  keep the public informed of changing site conditions resulting from ongoing 
remedial activities; and, 2) the implementation of a near-term, natural resource restoration 
project that  would serve to minimize the visual impact of ongoing remedial activities to the  
public t o  the degree possible. Outlined below is our proposed path forward to address each 
recommendation. 

I believe that area residents, Task Force members, and other key stakeholders could be 
better informed concerning activities proceeding at the FEMP which are changing its 
appearance. DOE-FEMP, in conjunction with Fluor Daniel Femald (FDF) Public Affairs, will 
soon initiate a new bi-weekly publication designed to update stakeholders of site activities 
on a much more frequent basis than ever before. This publication, as yet untitled, is 
expected to  become available in the coming weeks. The news items within the  publication 
will be short one or two paragraph "articles," addressing actions scheduled over the  
upcoming two weeks, thus presenting our stakeholders with immediate information about 
the  site's changing appearance rather than reporting the results of activities after they have 
already been completed. Initially our plan is to distribute these bi-weekly bulletins by mail to 
individuals on our key stakeholder list, as well a s  to area residents. Once w e  begin issuing 
the  bulletins, DOE-FEMP will need ongoing feedback from the Task Force and other 
stakeholders concerning the  usefulness and timeliness of this new publication. 
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The DOE-FEMP encourages your suggestions for bulletin content and distribution. We look 
forward to receiving your ideas for improvement as we  begin to  implement this effort to  
better inform the public. 

The Natural Resource Restoration Plan (NRRP) and the Natural Resource Impact Assessment 
INRIA) are currently being revised to  address recent comments that have been made by the 
Femald Natural Resource Trustees {NRTs). Both of these documents are scheduled for 
submittal to the  Regulatory Agencies and the NRTs in July. DOE-FEMP is planning t o  make 
these plans available to the public once they are accepted by the Regulatory Agencies and 
the  NRTs. The first activity proposed in the NRRP is to  install aesthetic barriers (using tree 
plantings) along State Route 126 and Willey Road t o  minimize the visual impact of site 
remediation activities to the  degree possible. DOE-FEMP has received input supporting the 
project from the  NRTs and your Committee and is tentatively in favor of the idea. However. 
DOE-FEMP would like to  receive input from other key stakeholders and members of the 
public prior to committing t o  the implementation of the project. Therefore, w e  are 
proposing to discuss the proposal with the abovementioned groups in the immediate future. 
If support is expressed by the  local public, DOE-FEMP will direct FDF to continue planning 
the project as part of the NRRP. In addition, we will notify you in writing of the  local 
reaction and provide our path forward. 

DOE-FEMP is committed t o  keeping the  FCTF Natural and Cultural Resource Committee 
apprised of the status of these efforts. Please feel free t o  contact Pete Yerace (648-31611 
regarding natural resource restoration issues and Gary Stegner (648-31 53) regarding 
communications with the public. 

Sincerely, 

FEMP:Yerace 

cc: 

J. W. Reising, DOE-FEMP 
P. J. Yerace, DOE-FEMP 
D. J. Carr, FDF 
S. T. Garland, FDF 
T. D. Hagen, FDF 
A. Hunt, FDF 
T. C. Patton, FDF 
W. E. Woods, FDF 
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