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Subject: Approval of Extension Request for Buildings 64 and 65
Decontamination and Dismantlement

Dear Mr. Reising:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed its
review of the above-referenced extension request, sent by the United States
Department of Energy (DOE) on September 25 2001 and received by EPA on
September 26, 2001.

DOE, 1n a previous extension request (dated January 11, 2000) subsequently
approved by EPA, requested the extension of the regulatory milestone from
March 9, 2000 to Semptember 30, 2001 for the completion of the Maintenance
Tank Farm Complex Decontamination and Dismantlement (D&D), inclusive of
Buildings 64 and 65. DOE now believes that good cause exists for an extension
of the milestone to December 30, 2002 for reasons including:

buildings 64 and 65 have been and continue to be used for the storage
and repackaging of thorium waste;

progress in repackaging activities has been challenging as a result of
the - July 24, 1999 fire, where efforts to ensure the safe handling of
the thorium material have resulted in a slower than planned operation
and delays to the planned availability of the buildings for D&D;

the remaining material is composed of the more difficult material to
handle and repackage;

DOE believes that the continued use of Buildings 64 and 65 for the
repackaging efforts is the most appropriate facility to be utilized at
this time, and will not impact other site remediation activities.

EPA finds DOE’s reasons for requesting this extension request adequate and
therefore approves it. Please contact me at (312) 886-4591 if you have any
questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Ggme Jablonowski

Project Manager

Federal Facilities Section
Superfund Division

cc: Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO
Kim Chaney, U.S. DOE-HDQ
John Bradburne, Fluor Fernald
Terry Hagen, Fluor Fernald
Tim Poff, Fluor Fernald
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