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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 5 
77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD FERNALD 

L O G L D Z O  
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

- 

OCI 0 2  2001 
M r .  Johnny W .  R e i s i n g  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Depar tment  o f  Energy 
F e r n a l d  Area O f f i c e  
P . O .  Box 398705 
C i n c i n n a t i ,  Oh io  45239-8705 

S u b j e c t :  A p p r o v a l  o f  E x t e n s i o n  Request  f o r  B u i l d i n g s  64 and 65 
D e c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and D isman t lemen t  

Dear M r .  R e i s i n g  

The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency (EPA) has  comp le ted  i t s  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  above- re fe renced  e x t e n s i o n  r e q u e s t ,  s e n t  by t h e  U n i t e d  Sta ' tes  
Depar tment  o f  Energy, ( D O E )  on September 2 5 ,  2001 and r e c e i v e d  by  EPA on 
September 26 ,  2001. 

D O E ,  i n  a p r e v i o u s  e x t e n s i o n  r e q u e s t  ( d a t e d  January  11, 2000) s u b s e q u e n t l y  
approved by E P A ,  reques ted  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  m i l e s t o n e  f r o m  
M a r c h  9 ,  2000 t o  Semptember 30 ,  2001 f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Main tenance 
Tank Farm Complex Decon tamina t ion  and D ismant lement  (D&D), i n c l u s i v e  o f  
B u i l . d i n g s  64 and 65.  DOE now b e l i e v e s  t h a t  good cause e x i s t s  f o r  an e x t e n s i o n  
o f  t h e  m i l e s t o n e  t o  December 30,  2002 f o r  reasons  i n c l u d i n g :  

. 

. p r o g r e s s  i n  r e p a c k a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  has been c h a l l e n g i n g  as a r e s u l t  o f  

b u i l d i n g s  64 and 65 have been and c o n t i n u e  t o  be used  fo r  t h e  s'torage 
and repackag ing  o f  t h o r i  urn was te ;  

t h e  J u l y  24 ,  1999 f i r e ,  where e f f o r t s  t o  ensu re  t h e  s a f e  h a n d l i n g  o f  
t h e  t h o r i u m  m a t e r i a l  have r e s u l t e d  i n  a s lower  t h a n  p l a n n e d  o p e r a t i o n  
and d e l a y s  t o  t h e  p lanned  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  D&D; 

- t h e  r e m a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l  i s  composed o f  t h e  more d i f f i c u l t  m a t e r i a l  t o  
h a n d l e  and repackage;  
DOE b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  use o f  B u i l d i n g s  64 and 65 f o r  t h e  
r e p a c k a g i n g  e f f o r t s  i s  t h e  most  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a c i l i t y  t o  be u t i l i z e d  a t  
t h i s  t i m e ,  and w i l l  n o t  impac t  o t h e r  s i t e  r e m e d i a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  

EPA f i n d s  D O E ' S  reasons  f o r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h i s  e x t e n s i o n  r e q u e s t  adequate  and 
t h e r e f o r e  approves i t .  P lease  c o n t a c t  me a t  (312)  886 -4591  i f  you  have any 
q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

P r o j e c t  Manager 
F e d e r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  S e c t i o n  
Super fund  D i v i s i o n  

c c :  Tom S c h n e i d e r ,  OEPA-SWDO 
Kim Chaney, U . S .  DOE-HDQ 
John Bradburne ,  F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
T e r r y  Hagen, F l u o r  F e r n a l d  
T im P o f f .  F l u o r  Fer 'na ld 
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