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Mr. Johnny W. Reising 
United States Department of Energy 
Feed Materials Production Center 
P.O. Box 398705  
Cincinnati, Ohio 4 5 2 3 9 - 8 7 0 5  

SRF-5J 

RE: Waste Pit National Electric 
Coil Solvent PSP 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) has 
completed its review of the United States Department of Energy's 
(U.S. DOE) Project Specific Plan (PSP) for the Waste Pit remedial 
action project investigation of the disposal of National Electric 
Coil (NEC) solvent. 

The PSP provides a plan for investigating the potential presence of 
contamination associated with NEC solvent that is believed to have 
been disposed in a trench in the Waste Pit area. 

\ 

U.S. EPA finds the document deficient in that it does not include 
contingency plans for the investigation based on detection and 
nondetection of NEC solvent contamination. U.S. EPA has attached 
comments on the PSP. 

Therefore, U.S. EPA disapproves the PSP. U.S. DOE must submit a 
revised document and responses to comments adequately addressing 
U.S.: EPA's comments within thirty (30) days receipt of this letter. 
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Please contact me at ( 3 1 2 )  8 8 6 - 0 9 9 2  if you have any questions 
regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

L/James A .  Saric 
Remedial Project Manager 
Federal Facilities Section 
SFD Remedial Response Branch #2  

Enclosure 

cc: Tom Schneider, OEPA-SWDO 
Kim Chaney, U.S. DOE-HDQ 
Jamie Jameson, Fluor Fernald 
Terry Hagen, Fluor Fernald 
Tim Poff, Fluor Fernald 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMENTS ON 
"PROJECT SPECIFIC PLAN FOR WASTE PITS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT 

INVESTIGATION OF THE DISPOSAL OF NATIONAL ELECTRIC COIL SOLVENT" 

FERNALD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

GENERAL COMMENT 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  Not Applicable (NA) Page # :  NA Line # :  NA 
Original General Comment # :  1 
Comment: The text provides for drilling one transect of seven 

boreholes but includes no contingency plan for drilling 
additional boreholes. Additional boreholes would be needed 
in two cases. First, if the planned sampling and analysis 
reveal evidence of National Electric Coil (NEC) solvent 
contamination, it will be necessary to define the extent of 
the contamination and to estimate the volume of soil 
requiring special treatment and handling. Both could be 
accomplished by drilling one or more rings of additional 
boreholes around the boreholes where evidence of 
contamination is found. Second, the sample analytical 
results may be negative or may indicate only negligible 
contamination. In this case, additional parallel transects 
of boreholes should be drilled to define the entire length 
of the trench. If significant contamination is found in any 
of the new boreholes, the first contingency plan described 
above should be followed. If significant contamination is 
still not found, additional boreholes should be drilled 
along the center of the trench between the transects. This 
second contingency plan may provide adequate evidence of the 
absence of NEC solvent contamination. The project specific 
plan should be revised to include the two contingency plans 
described above in order to adequately determine the extent 
or absence of NEC solvent contamination. 
plan could be activated using the variance/field change 
notice system; and additional project specific plans would 
not required. 

Either contingency 

SPECIFIC COMMENT 

Commenting Organization: U.S. EPA Commentor: Saric 
Section # :  1.1 Page # :  1-1 Line # :  NA 
Original Specif-ic Comment # :  1 
Comment: The three bullets in this section are intended to state 

the objectives of the investigation. However, the first two 
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bullets actually discuss means for achieving the single 
objective stated in the third bullet, which is limited to 
drilling the seven proposed borings. The actual 
investigation objectives are (1) to determine whether it is 
necessary to prepare a project specific plan for isolating 
and managing any NEC solvent-contaminated material in the 
Burn Pit area and (2) to determine the extent of any such 
contamination. The bullets should be revised to clearly 
state these objectives, and the means should be relegated to 
other sections. 

E-2 

000004 
/ 


