
FCAB UPDATE 
Week of May 14,2002 

(Last update was April 4,2002) 

Stewardship Committee Meeting 
Thursdav. June 13.2002.6:30 p.m. 

PElC - Public Environmental 
Information Center 

Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Meeting 
Saturdav, June 15. 2002, 8:30 a.m. 

Crosby Township Senior Center 

Draft Minutes from the 04/20/02 FCAB Meeting 
0 Draft Minutes from the 04/18/02 Stewardship Committee Meeting 

Articles & News Clippings 

Reminder that the Design Charette will held on Saturday, May 18'h from 8:30-12:30 starting at the 
Fernald site and continuing at the Crosby Township Senior Center. 

There will be no FCAB or Stewardship meeting this month. However we will resume again in 
June. 

Please note that the phone number for The Perspectives Group has changed. 

Please contact Doug Sarno or David Bidwell at The Perspectives Group 
Phone: 51 3-648-6478 or 703-837-9269 Fax: 51 3-648-3629 or 703-837-9662 
E-Mail: djsarno@theperspectivesgroup.com or dbidwell@theperspectivesgroup.com 
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A 

FULL BOARD MEETING 
Public Environmental Information Center 

Saturday, April 20th 

DRAFT MINUTES 

The Fernald Citizens Advisory Board met from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 20, 2002, at the Public Information Center 

Members Present: 

Members Absent: 

Jim Bierer 
Susan Brechbill 
Kathryn Brown 
Sandy Butterfield 
Marvin Clawson 
Lisa Crawford 
Lou Doll 
Pam Dunn 
Jane Harper 
Gene Jablonowski 
Steve McCracken 
Tom Schneider 
Robert Tabor 
Tom Wagner 
Gene Willeke 

French Bell 
Lisa Blair 
Blain Burton 
Steve DePoe 
Graham Mitchell 

Designated Federal Official: Gary Stegner 

The Perspectives Group Staff: Douglas Sarno 
David Bidwell 

Fluor Fernald Staff: Sue Walpole 

Approximately 10 spectators also attended the meeting, including members of 
the public and representatives from the Department of Energy and Fluor Fernald. 
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Call to Order 
Jim Bierer called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. The minutes from the March 2002 
meeting were accepted with the two corrections: 

1 .) Jane Harper attended the meeting. 
2.) Gary Stegner committed to meet with committee members to discuss the 

relocation of the Public Environmental Information Center. 

General Remarks and Announcements 
Jim thanked the FEMP staff for providing a site tour for the SSAB Chairs meeting on 
April 1 1. The feedback he received was positive and people were excited by what has 
been accomplished at the site. Jim also thanked Fluor Fernald for sponsoring a reception 
for the chairs that evening. 

Susan Brechbill announced that she is retiring from DOE, effective May 3, after thirty- 
four years of service. Susan expressed fondness for Fernald and stated that the FCAB is 
one of the most progressive advisory boards in the DOE Complex. Susan’s successor has 
not yet been determined. 

Steve McCracken stated that implementation of long-term stewardship is underway at the 
Welden Springs site. He urged the FCAB to keep an eye on Welden Springs, because it 
is likely to influence what happens at Fernald regarding stewardship. DOE is not writing 
a definitive policy regarding long-term stewardship, but will instead rely on precedence 
set at individual sites. Jim stated that Dave Geiser presented many details of the Welden 
Springs stewardship plan at the SSAB Chairs meeting. Doug Sarno explained that the 
Stewardship Committee would review the stewardship criteria that were presented by 
Dave. 

SSAB Chairs Meeting 
Jim reported that the SSAB chairs met in Cincinnati on April 11 to 13. The meeting 
focused on the FY03 EM budget, the Top-to-Bottom Review, long-term stewardship, and 
public involvement. 

Jim reported that Gene Schmitt explained the Top-to-Bottom Review and reviewed the 
resulting proposed budget for Environmental Management. The proposed base EM 
budget is $5.9 billion. An $800 million fund has been proposed as a supplement for 
accelerating risk reduction and site closure. An additional $300 million may be available. 
Overall, the Chairs were not pleased with the review and its impact on the budget. Lisa 
Crawford expressed skepticism that cleanup sites would receive those funds. Susan 
cautioned the group that the revised baseline for Fernald is based on receiving a portion 
of the $800 million supplement. 
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Jim further reported that the Chairs approved and signed the statements developed at the 
SSAB Groundwater Workshop. 

Jim also reported that the Chairs discussed public participation and the role of SSABs. In 
general, the Chairs were concerned that the impact of SSAB recommendations is poorly 
tracked. He stated that some Chairs were upset that Jessie Roberson did not attend the 
Chairs meeting. Jim Brannon of New Mexico will draft a letter to Roberson expressing 
the willingness of the SSAB Chairs to provide input on Complex-wide decisions to DOE. 

Lisa Crawford stated that she felt is was inappropriate for the DOE headquarters 
presenters at the SSAB Chairs meeting to place blame on a past DOE employee. 

Doug expressed concern that Dave Geiser may have painted too positive a picture of 
stewardship at Welden Springs. He suggested that some FCAB members visit Welden 
Springs in mid-summer. Steve urged the group to meet with all of the site's stakeholder 
groups. Susan cautioned the group against relying too heavily on another site as a model 
for stewardship. 

\ 

Jim noted that Gene Schmitt's presentation called for development of a common vision 
for risk reduction. Jim stated that a similar effort should be instigated to develop a 
common vision for long-term stewardship. 

Doug announced that DOE personnel attending the Chairs meeting indicated that 
Roberson intends to renew the national SSAB charter, which expires in May. 

In the near future, Roberson may schedule a video conference with the SSABs. The next 
Chairs meeting will be in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, October 14 to 16. The next SSAB 
Workshop will focus on transuranic waste and transportation issues and will be held in 
New Mexico in early 2003. 

2006 Acceleration and FY03 Budget 
Steve announced that the revised baseline for 2006 closure has been presented to DOE. 
The baseline package included the letters of support from the FCAB and others, as well 
as a letter of commitment between DOE and Fluor Fernald. Pam Dunn reminded Steve 
that the FCAB requested a response to the concerns presented in its letter of support. 

Dennis Carr stated that representatives from Fluor Fernald and DOE met with Jessie 
Roberson on April 12, uninterrupted for almost an hour, and that the meeting had gone 
well. He feels that Roberson now fully understands the site and the scope of work 
needed to reach closure. Dennis reported that Roberson offered assistance in the NRC 

/ 

000004 
3 



Fernald Citizens Advisory Board Draft Minutes, Saturday, April 20, 2002 4 8 r 4  

license modification process being pursued for the silos projects. Dennis reviewed the 
information that was presented to Roberson, which included baseline budgets of $324 
million and an alternate $350 million. An independent review team, currently examining 
the site proposal, will provide final funding recommendations to Roberson. A report is 
expected from this team by April 30. 

Dennis clarified some points from his presentation to Roberson. Lisa Crawford stated 
that some wording in the presentation could create false impressions at headquarters. 
Members also expressed concern that the revised baseline had been presented to 
Roberson before the completed version was presented to the FCAB. 

Pam Dunn inquired about funding for long-term stewardship, which prompted a general 
FCAB discussion regarding the lack of clarity for long-term stewardship funding. Steve 
and Susan reported that while there have been some efforts to identify funding, there are 
still many questions. Steve stated that preparations for stewardship should come from 
project funds, but specific funding needs have not been well defined. FCAB members 
expressed concern that Congress and the public do not understand that funds will be 
required beyond FY06 to complete the remediation and manage the site. One significant 
issue is the proper organization and disposition of records and photographs. This issue 
will be a significant focus of the June FCAB meeting. 

Silos Projects 
Ray Carradi reported that several issues of concern were identified at the April 9 Monthly 
Progress Briefing, which focused on the silos projects: 1) status of LRAD monitoring 
technology, 2) use of IP2 “super sacks” for Silo 3 wastes, 3) pretreatment of Silo 3 waste, 
4) ROD and NRC license modifications, and 5 )  the build-design approach. 

LRAD 
In the past, FCAB members have inquired about the potential use of personal monitoring 
technology currently under development, called LRAD, for the Silo 3 project. Dennis 
distributed an initial assessment from Stan Waligora; a Certified Health Physicist hired 
by Fluor to evaluate the potential use of the LRAD personal monitoring system for the 
Fernald cleanup. Dennis explained that the major risks associated with Silo 3 materials 
are inhalation and ingestion of particulate. He reviewed worker safety measures that 
would be in place during the removal and packaging of Silo 3 material. These include 
ventilation controls in removal and packaging areas, personal respiratory systems, 
protective outer clothing, showers, and use of the best available monitoring technology to 
ensure there is not a spread of contaminant. LRAD is intended to be a more sensitive 
technology for detecting any radioactive particulate that may remain on a worker after 
protective clothing has been removed. Waligora’s initial assessment is that the 0 0 ~ 0 0 5  
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technology would not be commercially available for use in the Silo 3 project. Following 
discussion, the FCAB agreed that Waligora should finish his analysis, but that additional 
development funds for the technology should come from EM50 rather than the site 
budget. 

IP2 ‘Super Sack ’’ Packaging for Silo 3 Waste 
Ray stated that he recently learned there may be a misperception that the use of IP2 
“Super Sack” packages for the transport of Silo 3 waste is only being pursued to lower 
project costs. Ray explained that the site feels that these sacks are a better way to meet 
DOT requirements for dusting and radon containment. Ray reviewed the testing 
requirements for the sacks and stated that these sacks must meet the same drop, puncture, 
and pressure requirements as other IP2 packaging. In addition, the sacks would be placed 
in Sea-Land containers for shipment, which would further reduce puncture risks. Ray 
further reported that these sacks have been successfully used at sites with similar 
materials. If sent to Envirocare by rail as planned, the bags would be lifted from Sea- 
Land containers by straps and placed directly in the disposal cell. 

Each sack would contain a plastic liner, with a fill spout that can be heat-sealed. This 
liner has been tested for its ability to contain radon. The group discussed the importance 
of using a surrogate material to test the system for filling and sealing of the bags. Lou 
Doll suggested using a traceable chemical in the surrogate in order to check for small 
leaks. Ray indicated that the site has requested funding for this kind of testing. 

Ray reported that transportation disasters are computer modeled. The modeled results of 
a worst-case scenario (total dispersal of the contents of a bag) remained within the 
allowable levels for human health risk. The assumptions used for this model are 
currently being reviewed and a sensitivity analysis is being conducted. Ray further 
reported that materials handling experts indicated that the Silo 3 materials settle quickly, 
so the airborne dispersal that was modeled in the worst-case scenario is unlikely. 

Doug requested that Ray bring any available Super Sack performance data and 
illustrative videos to the June FCAB meeting. 

Pretreatment for Silo 3 Materiul 
At the Progress Briefing and other meetings in the past, FCAB members have discussed 
options to prevent the dispersal of Silo 3 materials through pretreatment. Ray reported 
that the site has asked the materials handling. experts to assess substances on the market 
that could be used to prevent dispersal of dust. Because the pneumatic removal of 
material will aerate it somewhat, applying a stick substance could reduce the ability of 
the material to settle in the bags. Sticky substances could also result in clogged 
equipment. Substances could be sprayed as material is layered into the sacks, and either 
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bond the surface of the layer or soak into the material. EM50 has been approached to 
fund some mock-ups using surrogate materials. Doug suggested that any tests be video 
taped and suggested that a FCAB member be in attendance. The FCAB asked that the 
CAT make recommendations regarding pretreatment. Ray will provide more information 
regarding pretreatment options at the June FCAB meeting. 

Build-Design Approach 
FCAB members have also expressed concerns about bidding out parts of the projects for 
construction before the entire final design is completed. Ray explained that although he 
was not at the site during the design and construction of the vitrification pilot plant, he 
has been involved in discussions to learn from the mistakes made on that project. He 
reported that build-design is the common approach in the commercial world, and that the 
Silos project team has extensive experience using this approach. He also reported that, 
over the past 20 years, the government has started to see the benefits of this approach, 
which include improvements in cost, schedule, and quality. Ray explained that the key to 
success is to comply with logical construction sequences, identify packages that can be 
built, and account for all of the details through a constructability review process. Ray 
identified the key difference between the fast-tracked vitrification project and this 
approach is that there will be a single team working together closely as a consistent 
design authority. 

FCAB members cautioned the Silos Team that there are many opportunities for pitfalls to 
occur, asked for continuous updates on progress, and indicated that the CAT should be 
kept in place throughout the process. 

ROD and NRC License Modifications 
Terry Hagen provided the group with an overview of current regulatory issues concerning 
the Silos projects. 

Terry announced that the Record of Decision (ROD) would have to be amended to 
implement recent plans for Silo 3 materials, because proposed changes would eliminate 
treatment for RCRA metals. The site is working on a draft of this amendment, but a 
schedule has not been set until a decision is made on pretreatment. A definitive schedule 
is expected next month. The ROD for Silos 1 and 2 currently specifies disposal at NTS. 
The site would like to amend the ROD to allow disposal at NTS or a commercial facility, 
so Silos 1 and 2 wastes could be sent to Envirocare. This change could be made through 
an Explanation of Significant Difference (ESD), since it does not change the planned 
remedy. Although the site intended to include both of these changes in one document, 
the FCAB urged them to separate the two processes in order to eliminate delays of both 
projects if there was a problem with one. Terry agreed that the site would produce 
separate documents, but work on them concurrently. 000007 
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Terry also explained silos issues related to NRC. Fernald would like to dispose of Silo 3 
wastes in the 1 l(e)2 cell at Envirocare, but disposition of the Super Sacks would require a 
modification of Envirocare’s 1 l(e)2 NRC license. While there appears to be no technical 
problems with this, an administrative issue has arisen concerning the definition of 1 l(e)2 
waste that was generated prior to 1978. If DOE and NRC cannot reach agreement that 
this material is appropriate for the 1 1 (e)2 cell, Terry explained, it could be placed in 
Envirocare’s low-level waste cell. He also reported that for Silos 1 and 2 waste, 
Envirocare would need a modification to their Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) for 
radon. For political reasons, the State of Utah is reluctant to raise the radon WAC. Terry 
also reported that a group of Utahns are advocating an exponential increase in waste 
disposal fees. If these issues are not resolved, the most feasible option for disposal of 
Silos 1 and 2 wastes wold be NTS. Terry reported that DOE headquarters would pursue 
resolution of this issue. 

Education Facility Design Charrette 
Doug announced that the scheduled May 18 FCAB meeting would be replaced by the 
design charrette for a proposed multi-use education center. Doug reported that during its 
Thursday meeting, the Stewardship Committee met with the architects who will be 
conducting the May 18 charrette. All FCAB and Stewardship Committee members are 
urged to attend the charrette. The charrette will be held at the Crosby Township Senior 
Center, but it may begin at the FEMP site. Members will receive more information 
regarding where to meet that morning. 

Recognition of Susan Brechbill 
Tom Wagner suggested that the FCAB draft a letter of appreciation for Susan Brechbill’s 
commitment to and cooperation with the FCAB. The members agreed. 

. 
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Public Comment 
There were no comments offered by the public. 

The meeting adjourned at 12: 10 p.m. 

I certify that these minutes are an accurate account of the 
April 20,2002 meeting of the Fernald Citizens Advisory Board. 

James Bierer, Chair Date 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board 

Gary Stegner Date 
Deputy Designated Federal Official 
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Date: April 18,2002 

Topics: 
Review stewardship convdrsations 

from SSAB Chairs Meeting 
Prepare for multi-use education 

facility (MUEF) design charrette 

Attendees 
Fernald Citizens Advisory Board 
Jim Bierer 
Marvin Clawson 
Pam Dunn 
Gene Jablonowski 
Bob Tabor 

FRESH 
Carol Schroer 
Edwa Yocum 

The Perspectives Group 
Doug Sarno 
David Bidwell 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Gary Stegner 
Anne Wickam 

Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency 
Tom Schneider 

Fluor Fernald 
Larry Stebbins 
Ric Strobl 
Jeff Wagner 
Sue Walpole 
Eric Woods 

Others 
Brenda Scheer 
David Scheer 

4 2 7 4  Review of SSAB Chairs Meeting 

David Bidwell opened the meeting and reviewed the agenda. Jim 
Bierer announced that Dave Geiser spoke at the April 12 SSAB chairs 
meeting. He explained that Dave presented an overview of long-term 
stewardship criteria, using the Welden Springs site as an example. Jim 
stated adequate funding continues to be a concern. However, 
according to Jim, Dave announced that DOE would not develop firm 
stewardship policy, but allow each site to determine its own needs. 

The Stewardship Committee briefly discussed DOE obligations for 
long-term stewardship and the importance of maintaining public 
involvement in DOE decisions. 

Preparation for MUEF Design Charrette 

David reviewed a handout outlining possible functions of a multi-use 
education facility. These functions were gleaned from past documents 
created by the committee and at the March 13 Future of Fernald 
Workshop. These functions included public access to site records, 
interpretive museum, education facility, research center, office space 
for site stewards, and local meeting space. 

Brenda and David Scheer introduced themselves to the committee. 
The Scheers own the architecture and design firm that will be 
conducting the design charrette on May 18. Brenda explained that 
when designing a building, designers work from a program that 
explains the uses of the building and spaces that are required. At 
tonight’s meeting, she explained, they would like to answer many of 
these questions, for use at the charrette. 

Brenda and David also explained more about what could be expected 
at the design charrette. Participants in the charrette will engage in 
exercises (such as, working in teams to arrange blocks like a building) 
to explore uses of the building and how they will relate to the possible 
building site. Participants will also do some visual preference surveys, 
to explore what they like and designs that would help to communicate 
the kinds of messages the MUEF should communicate. 
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Stewardship Committee Meeting Summary, April 18,2002 

After the charrette, their design firm will use the charrette results to develop schematic sketches and 
conceptual plans, which can be used to foster additional support and funding for the facility. 

First, the Scheers asked the committee to discuss how they envisioned public access to site records. After 
lengthy discussion, the committee generally agreed that access to in-depth records should not be the focal 
point of the facility. Members suggested having a reference library that relates back to the information 
available in the interpretive components of the facility. People who visit the facility should be able to 
find general answers to their questions and research where to find answers to more in-depth questions. 
Some members suggested that the MUEF should contain only that information that is most important to 
have at the site, with more extensive information available at a nearby repository, such as a local library 
or museum. Tom Schneider suggested that detailed information should be available regarding 
groundwater and the on-site disposal facility, because those would be of primary interest to community 
members if something were to go wrong at the site. Members acknowledged that computers could 
dramatically increase the information available at the site, but voiced concerns for maintenance of 
computer equipment and stressed that some information should be available in a paper format. Brenda 
stated that space limitations could help to dictate limitations to the records available at the facility. 

Sue Walpole reviewed the kinds of education programs that have been conducted at the site, and 
explained that they are very popular. She stated that school children and teachers are the most likely 
audiences to visit a MUEF. Popular topics include archaeology, groundwater, environmental science and 
ecology. Jim Bierer stated that schools are looking for opportunities to take learning beyond the 
classroom, and that well-developed programs at sites of interest facilitate this kind of learning. David 
Scheer stated that he finds the story of how the community reacted to contamination at the site and the 
resulting cleanup to be a compelling historical message. 

Committee members suggested that college students interested in conducting research at the site would 
have equipment and resources at their schools, and would not need specific space or resources at an on- 
site MUEF. 

There was support within the Committee that the primary function of a MUEF would be as an interpretive 
museum, with a strong focus on reaching school children. Attention should also be given to attracting 
and educating casual visitors. Other facility functions should be conducted on the periphery. 

Doug Sarno suggested that this educational function could help generate support for building the facility, 
because it would develop a strong relationship between the site and the community and would result in 
continued awareness of the site. 
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The committee also discussed specific requirements for the size of the building. Committee members 
suggested that the building should include an auditorium that could accommodate 200 to 300 children, 
noting that such a facility could be used for other community functions at night and on weekends. In 
general, the group believed that if a facility was intriguing conceptually, funding could be identified. 
Tom Schneider stated that the designers should consider a building that could cost up to $10 million. 

All members of the Stewardship Committee and FCAB were encouraged to attend the design charrette. 
committee members suggested other invitees: the Librarian from the Harrison Library, Joe Shomaker, 
Representative Chabot' s office, a representative from Oxford Audubon, representatives from DOE 
Headquarters and EM5 1, a local school teacher, Jim Innis, select FRESH members, and a representative 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The charrette will likely begin at the FEMP site, if the participants are able to walk the 23 acres that 
typically have been discussed as a MUEF site. The remainder of the charrette will be conducted at the 
Crosby Township Senior Center. 

Next Meeting Date 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. There is no regular-Stewardship Committee meeting scheduled 
for May, but the MUEF Design Charrette will be held on Saturday, May 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
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forrncr uranium production ficiliry An pidly heading m r d  closwe. the 
Ferndd rite in Ohio it d l y  amplering 
one milerrone afrer another in rcmedia- 
cion and cleanup projcccs. More than 50 
percent of h e  site's 1,056 acre8 har 
drcady been accepted a "certified clean" 
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miIlion cubic yir& of wastc; approxi- 
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project will create additional floodplain fo; 
a local stream and expand rhc wooded cor- 
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W P  Sru Sranu from &e DOE Ofice of 
Environmenr Snfery and Heal&, and rhe 
Greakr Hunilton Safety Council pre- 
sented severd o ~ y L  to the rice for the 

besr industrial safety record and the low- 
err incident rare. 

For more informdon, conrm David 
KczlamW on (5 i3) 648-3 187 or at 
davld.kezJomkl@krndd.gov, 

NationalAcadmy of Science Vimh 
Fmald and Mound 
n early Navtmbcr 200 1 , &e Nnrional I Academy of ScicncuMationaJ Rtreorch 

Council Commirree on Long Term Insri- 
turiond Management LC DOE Le5q 
Wasre Sitm visited Ferndd urd Mound to 
discus k u u  rclarcd to long-term srcw- 
ardship (LTS). 

Ar bo& sirs the cammittet memberr 
received pnrcnmtionr fiarn DOE and cite 
contracror pcnonnel regarding physical 
drives for elcanup, LTS pluu, hazards 
urd risks associated with the cleanup 
:emedia, goals for cleanup urd LTS, md 
irogcu-' rnaurcmcnw. Cornmirne mcm- 
)ers also received in-depth tours of Fer- 
d d  and Mound and met with local 
tskcbolders ar bo& urrr. 

kcording to Dr. &i Lee of W i l l i  
LUcge, chair of the committee, the 
;roup is "looking at how to improve 

irct rhae cant be rcteorcd for unrutricted 
br long term srewardship at DOE 

4 2 7 4  

usc because of conraminarion rhrc will 
remain rficr current cleanup efforts arc 
done.' 

Ulrimanly, rhc commirree will issue rec- 
ommendarions for improving p h s  br 
long-resm iruricuriond mmagsmcnt 
across rhe compla. As Dr. Lee puu it, 
"We came CD learn about &e technical 
and insricuriond aspecu of long tcrm 
stewardship, Y well Y how &C W~OUS 

group8 on rite and in neighboring com- 
rnunitiu define trrwudthip, rr two rim 
that are among the firnhur along in rldr 
thinking on hue kuea." 

Ar Fernhd, members of the public rclatd 
rheir history of involvemenr wid Fcrdd. 
The citizens emphasized the positive 
nature of he ir  eurrenr relarionrhip with 
DOE-Fer& aad the COAK~MDC, Fluor 
Fcrdd, bur also indiatcd their concam 
for rrnble deanup Funding. 

The CommiKcc will be visiting other 
mrjor EM sires in the near future, aka 
which hey will formulate rheir rccorn- 
mcndacionr. 

For Infomadon a b  rho W R C  visit 
P Farndd. contact Guy Stegn8c an (5 13) 
MB-3 153 or at py.mgner@fmrld.gov. 
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Broadcast News Coverage 
"Fernald Layoffs " 

11:oo NOW6 
- 
Clnclnnl 6 WLWT 

00:1312 0020 $668.67 Fsmald Layotb 

complete the job. 

I m l n L a m = y I L y I  hGmlQB 

6!3 workem ware laid off today. Fluor hmald slrys h e  workers sktlls are IIO l o n w  needed Lo 

Clnclnnrrl 
UmrlnLCpnt 

00:04:19 0019 

Clnclnnafl 
u n v l p u  

00:1030 0030 

Clnclnnatl 
nwnm 

00:03:01 0O:lO 

0 WCPO 11:OO PM News 
mf2sUukn 

$633.33 Fernald 
81 people new D O W  lald off al Fsmald. Thal leaves 1500 employees. 

12 WKRC 5:WPM Nms 

V; Clean-up nears mplei lon. 

Femeld le* Loday. Worken are no IonQer needed for project. 

S I u O I I c r l D k n  
S5DO.00 Fernold layoffa. 

*RaumnM 
141.117 

700WLW-AM 6 W P M  N ~ s  

Columbur ST OMN 6:OO PM Tonlght 
ZllatlpLSnol- RBnsIuM 

00:18:23 00:19 528.50 Fernald Jobs 
Fernala IaldoH 81 salary employee8 way.  V; Worken. 

Storks Total : S Viewership, -Total: 232,000 
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"Fluor Fernald reports la yo ffs ' I  

Business 
Fluor Fernald 
reports job cuts 

Fernald site cleanup cantmotor 
fluor Fernald cut 61 salaried jobs at 
the Department of Enat former 
uranium p w s r n g  p,a$ 

b Page 87 
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Fluor Fernald reports layoffs 
By Kristin McAllloter 
kmcrllinorbcoxohlo.eom 

ROSSTOWNSHIP 
JOUWUI-N~WS 

Fernald site cleanup cmtmctor 
JMwr Fmdd on Thursday cut 
61 sdaried jobs at the Depart- 
mcnt of Energy f m e r  uranjurri 
processing plant. 

"It's never eacy," said Jeff Wag- 
ner, Fluor Femald spokesman. 
"It's obviously a wmber das A lot 
of friendships have been built 
through the years. What weGe 
achieved up to this point is 
because of the people who ~ r ( l  
leaving here today." 

The layoffa, officials said, 
are part of an overall plan to 

the skjll mix of workcrd 

at the site. 
'It's bascd on what we're 

going to need in tho future," 
Wagner said. 

Employw let go were offcrcd 
il voluntary separation program 
fi.om October to January. During 
lhat  time, 34 em loyees 

employees left through attrition, 

wit  a!iT remaining cloanup work 

accepted, whilo anot P ier 50 

transfers and tempuriiu staff 
reductions. 
Jobs cut included chemists, 

cnginccrs, dcpcirtmcnt admlnis- 
trators, quality asurmce spe 
c ia l id .  roject manttgeru, and 

personnel, Waguer said. 
"Thcro's 16 different ob cla8= 

sificstions," hc said. dhey ell 
played support roles in this 
project. What you'll me, though, 
ie that we're going to nacd 
more heav equipment opera- 
tors. ... .Tiere will be more 
working on constnrction tear- 
down - ositions like that." 

Thursxa 8 cuts mark the 

site since the lant shut down 

1990, when about 2000 
employees workcd there. 

'We're now just over 1,500 
employees," Wagner anid. 
The first lnyufi' during the 

cleanup came in 1993, when 232 
jobs were cut. The second 1 off, 
by 428 people. Em oyment dur- 
ing cleanup pehke (p' in early 1996 
at about 2,400. 

industri op and public reli~thns 

third Iayo i at tho 1,060-acre 

in 1989 and c P eanup began in 

in 1995, decreased thc work 7 orce 

"While it's hard ta lose the 
folb that have shared in our 
accomplishmentR, it's importnnt 
that we be in the beat porntion to 
move forward with the right 
amount of people , doing 
and supervising &e," said 
Jamie Jamearn, Fluor F'emdd 
prcsident. 

More than 60 percent of the 
site h n ~  been certified claan by 
the Ohio Environmental Pro- 
tection A ency Fernald offi- 
cials said. h e  &anup timeline 
calls for a completion dato of 
December 2006. 

Wou know, I've dwap said %RU 
read for life after Fernald,' 
whid is why we have thin@ like 
the career dewlopment ccntar," 
Wagner mid, referring b sem 
jcee aimed at helping die ced 
workers relocate or d e w  
em loyment. '1 lot of blks have been hcre 
during production and saw all 
the days when we were on every 
(telaviaion) network in all the 
apers, making national news: 

grent steps that have been 
tnken. Thia is redly hard." 

i r  m e r  said. "Thefve seen the 
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"Fernald /a ys off 6 I employees 

4274  

Ferndd laye off 
61 employees 

with the envimnmental 
cleamro-= 
complete, Fluor ernald 
Corp. Id off 61 Wed 

, WOrkersTh~y .  
Company apokesman 

Jeff Wagner slid the work- 
exs were warned in Octo- 
ber that the project was 
progressing to the point 
that the company would 
need to cut back 011 aome 
catcgoriea and expand 
others. 

Fluor F e d 4  a rub- 
sidiary of Fluor Cow., waa 

m a t  of Enerw to clean 
up the fomer uranium- 
p r d g  plant in Crosby 
Township. It rtill employs 
about 1,500 people *and 
expects to complete the 
project in 2006. 
Mr. Wagner said the 

next phimx of the cleanup 
will require more heavy- 
equipment operators for 
buildin# demolition. 

%""m 

hired by thr U.S. Dwut- 
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"Fernald residents question safety of new silo cleanup plan" 
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'Fernald residents question 
safety of new silo cleanup plan ' .  

- -- - - - --. 
cleanup timeline of the Reisin argued that a com- 
1,050-acre site from a 2010 parison c etween the two can 

By Kridln McAlllaer 

not be drawn for a variet of JoumrCNewr completion date to 2006. 
Dastillun called the new reasons, including the act 

desigdbuil plan hasty and that construction began of 
After learning laat week compared it8 lanning to the then-planned contami- 

about the revieed Fernald * that of the fa1 I; ed vitrifier nated waste treatment f a d -  
eiloe project lan, residents pilot plant once constructed ity before the method was 
qg reaaed  f e a r  t ha t  tho on site. On Dec. 26, 1996, a full tested. 
government is being care- method testin4 the contain- 
*leas in the interest of stick- ment of waste in glass failed We would absolutely never 
ing to  a speedier cleanup during a test run using sur- compromise eafety or quality 
deadhe .  ro ete waste. as far a8 any of.the projects 
"This eounds t o  me liko tt sounds like the same are concerned - eepecially 

we're doing a thing all over the silos. It is the 
real  sloppy again, and  risk to the public. hat we 
job ofcleanup 6 hlsgoundsto me tha t  jus t  are attempting to do with 

likewe're doing scares me t o  the plan is emphasize on 
death," s h e  accelerating it." 

a real sloppy job aaid, refer- Ray Corradi, silos project 

i n t eg r  t i n  thing that's really unnatu- 

in the name 
of getting it 

2006," said of Cleanup hl the name ring t o  the  director, agreed. 
Vicky Daatil- of getting done by 2006,' notion I of "We're not doing any- 

t u i l d  ral, or forced, aa fat ae the 
lung, an area 
resident and 
member Member of the Fernaid fb3idenrs phaae of the execution of the project," 
the  Ferns!: for Environmental S a f e ~ a ~ H e a l m  silos project he said.  "It'a a project 
Residents for plan into its delivery method t h a t  
Environmental Safety and bid and de8ign phases. allows one consolidated 
Health. But because it was sum- team to deliver the entire 
During the meeting Tues- gate material that spilled project in a logically 

day, Fernald cleanup con- onto the floor during the planned fashion." 
-tractor Fluor Fernald pre- failed test, there was no S i te  Director Steve 
sented the new desi n/build contamination. McCracken (. said the  
program that will a fi avv the 
site to Feet the federal gov- exactly what it waa aup- rnon lace. 
ernment8 new nccelerated osed t o  do," said Johnny .T!e DOE does not have 
cleanup plan t imeline fteising. DOE associate any re ulations. saying you 
announced Jan. 31 by U.S. director of  s i te  cleanup. can't f o it this way," he 
Department of EnefgY Sec- "Tbe investigation sbowed said. "And in  fact, that's 
termSpencer Abraham.. us that  it needed t o  be how they do i t  for their big 

kmcrlliltor8eoxahla.com 

ROSSlPWNSMlP Y d 

"'fhatk not the cam here. * 

ly$eakst 

T done by 

VW*astillunQ the 

"The pilot p l an t  did designhuild concept i e  tom- 

The new plan reduces the t rea ted  differently, and projecte." 
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“NUCLEAR WATCHDOGS CALL FOR “REAL CLEANUP” OF WEAPONS SITES“ 

NUCLEAR WATCHDOdS CALL FOR 
“REAL CLEANUP” OF WEAPONS SITES 

Environmental restaratiatiarr of the nuclearweapm compbx 
is being sacrificed in Eavor of m s i v e  md unjustified 
budget incrmes to devclop new nuclear weapons, the 
Alliance for Nuclear Accountability (ANA) will charge in 
a new report to be released today (April IS). ANA, a 
coalition of anti-nuclwwatchdog groups &om communi- 
ties surrounding nuclear wespoas plants, will argue the 
Bush Adminislratioa’rpropaanl tcrcut the bailelinscleanup 
budget Born the Fiaoal Year 2002 level of $6.7 billion to 
$5.9 billion in 2003 will sideline oltenup efforts at nearly 
every sire m the complex and mote “nstional sacrifice 
zones” filled with untreated coatamination, ANA is 
holding its annual ”DC Days" lobbying cffon this week in 
Woshington, D.C. 
According to the group’s andysis of the Degment’s 
budget quest ,  the $800 million baseline reduction will, 
in part: - Delay the closure of the K-65 silos at the Femald site 

ead stall or eliminate some poundwater rrmediution, 
pushing site closure beyond the 2006 target date; - Slow the removal of spent nuclear fuel &om the kak- 
p n o  K-Bash at the W o r d  rite and delay both the 
cleanup of contaminatad soil near the Columbia River 
and the mnoval of bsrrels b burial grounds; - Result in the reclassification of high-level waste as 
low-level waste at the Idaho National Engineering nnd 
Environmental Llrboratary and allow plutonium to be 
left in the soil, chrcntening the Snake River Aquifer; - Reduce funding for groundwater remediation at 
Lawrence Livcnnom National Laboratory; and 

ter contamination at the Pantmc plant. 
- Curtail the effort to dcto- tht actent O f  &rortpdWS- 

The damage to the cleanup p~tgnm, ANA Will u w e ,  is 
particularly difficult tojuEtify becaw6 DOEis, at the mmc 
tknqin~ingfuo~gfortheNaio~NuclearSecuriry 
Ad“rbation’r‘‘Woap~AE~~’’eEcounf whichhas 
grown h m  $2.87 billion h Fhcal Year 1995 to A p- 
posed $5.87 billion ia FY 2003. The requart, according to 

a~alyria prep~rcd for ANA by fotmor Offlee O f  MU- 
agcmcnr and Budget ~lystRobcrtCivi&, contxadicts the 
Buoh Administration’s promhe to reduce the number of 
operstionally deployed warhen& to between 1,700 and 
2,200 by providing for “major upgrndes to ovary nuclanr 
weapon desigu in the current stockpile md requccrr[ing] 
funds to design the lira completcly new US. nuclear 
weapon for the stockpile in more than 15 years.” 

The ANA rspon, WkcPe bo Depanmenl #En** Tax 
DoUnm Really Go?, wtll be rslsared a1 9:30 a.m. today 
(Aprll 15) at a press conirence in h a m  562 of the 
Dirken Senare mce 3utlding. 8 
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Shipment marks Fernald milestone. 
By KdstlnMcAlli-r 
km~lllrtrr8coxohlo.som 
JOU~WI*N@W~ 
ROSSTOWNSHIP 

The final truckload of 
uranium will leave PCt ernald 
around 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
narbing another. mileetone for 
the Department of Energy 
former wea om pomplex. 

in October, 1951 and produced 
600 million pounds of uranium 
from 1962 to 1989. 

Ofthat amount, a project 
team witb site cleanup contrac- 
tor Fluor F'ernald diaposbd of 6 
percent, or 31 million pounds, 
of the uranium. And in a safety 
record-setting span of two 
ears, the team packaged and f mated storage for 9.1 million 

pound13 of the product uranium. 
It'e mazing to me that in 

'99, they had nowhere b 60, no 
place to send it, and it all 
needed to be clraged," said 
VictarTaylor,D r E rajectman- 
ager. Tt's remarlcabfe that they 
ot all that done in that short of 

That% the  important part - 

The Col dp War plant opened 

&. ime, and without incident. 

without incident. Beicauee there 
was a lot of riek involved." 
Tbe teaan deemed 6.2 million 

pounds of the 31 million 
ounds of uranium a4 waste 
or off-eite ehi ment and trans- 

f emd  16.7 mi ion pounds of it 
to federal eites, or eold it to the 
private sector, 

% can be wed 'to make fuel 
for reactore, because the half- 
life is so long on uranium," 
Taylor said. 'We recently 
ehipped 10 shipments to Engc 
land for  reactor^ in Europe." 
completcan ofthe prqject put 

a tremendous dent in work 
aceornpbhed at the site, lbylor 
eaid. 

"But we've etill got Borne 
waste left on aite that will be 
shipped out to Nevada that 
cannot be used in ita current 
form,' he said. 'We've actually 
got until '04. but well beat that 

5 P 

6y quite a bit.'' 
Jeff Warner. Fluor Fernald 

spokesma& s&d an estimated 
6.2 million cubic feet of waste 
has alread ehipped to the 

"We have about 300,000 
cubic feet still remaining of 

Nevada faci 1y its 

legacy w a t e  that will go to 
Nevada? he said, referring to a 
bypmduct of the metal-making 
proceee conducted at Femald. 
More than 800 cubic yards of 

waste hae gone into Ferndd's 
On Site Diepoeal Facilits while 
more than 337,000 tons of 
waste pits matdal has been 
sent to Envirocare in Utah - 
another. disposal facility. 

'And weve got in silo 3 
slightly over 5,000 cubic yards 
of waste that will go to Enviro- 
me, and in eilos 1 and 2, we've 
got 8 900 cubic yards that will 
go off-site too," he eaid 

The entire 70-memder Fluor 
Fernald project team, including 
driver Robert Sizemore, of Mid- 
dletown, will be recognized 
during a Wednesday ceremony 
at the site. 

W e  want to get out and rec- 
ognize the grou that did an 
excellent job," dgner said. 'In 
some cases, they had 60,000 
fuel corea the had to manually 
repackage. d ey did it safely, 
and they did it earning four 'E- 
Star awards. It's just a tremen- 
do- team effort. . . . It certainly 
is a major accomplishment." 




