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REPLY TO THE ATENTION OF: 

S u b j e c t :  Radon C o n t r o l  System 

Dear M r .  R e i s i n g :  

U . S .  EPA acknowledges D O E ' S  s t a r t  up and temporary  r u n n i n g  o f  t h e  Radon 
C o n t r o l  System ( R C S )  on December 6 and 7 ,  2002. U . S .  EPA i s  concerned by t h e  
absence o f  a fo rma l  p l a n  f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  RCS d u r i n g  t h e  "Hot  T e s t  Phase."  
U.S. EPA was under  t h e  i m p r e b s i o n  t h a t  DOE wou id  be u s i n g  t h e  "Lime f c l l o w i : - , g  
i n i t i a l  s t a r t u p  t o  conduct  a s e r i e s  o f  t e s t i n g  and t r a i n i n g  r u n s  t o  ensure  t h e  
f a c i l i t y  and o p e r a t o r s  were p r e p a r e d  t o  o p e r a t e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  suppor t  o f  AWR 
t r a n s f e r  f a c i l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and m a t e r i a l  t r a n s f e r .  

The Operab le  U n i t  4 K-65 Removal A c t i o n  #4 F i n a l  Repor t  (May 1994) s t a t e s  t h a t  
s h o u l d  t h e  combined radon headspace c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  f o r  S i l o s  1 and 2 reach  a 
v a l u e  o f  9 x lo6 p C i / l ,  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n s  t o  reduce radon headspace 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  would be implemented by D O E .  Data  p r o v i d e d  t o  EPA and t h e  
p u b l i c  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  combined radon headspace c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  f o r  S i l o s  1 
and 2 exceed 36 x lo6 p C i / l  i n  t h e  absence o f  RCS o p e r a t i o n .  I t  appears t h a t  
c o n t i n u o u s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  RCS . shou ld  reduce  t h e  combined radon  headspace 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  f o r  S i l o s  1 and 2 t o  a c c e p t a b l e  L e v e l s .  DOE s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  
r u n  t h e  RCS c o n t i n u o u s l y  u n t i l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  S i l o  1 and 2 m a t e r i a l  t r a n s f e r  
and t r e a t m e n t  o p e r a t i o n s ;  t h i s  s h o u l d  add ress  DOE'S remova l  a c t i o n  g o a l s  and 
o b l i g a t i o n s  under  Removal A c t i o n  #4. 

U . S .  EPA c l e a r l y  expec ts  DOE t o  have p r o p e r l y  t e s t e d  t h e  f a c i l i t y  and t r a i n e d  
t h e  o p e r a t o r s  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  c o n t i n u o u s  o p e r a t i o n .  Such t e s t i n g  s h o u l d  
i n c l u d e  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  s u s t a i n e d  o p e r a t i o n  a t  expec ted  o p e r a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  
ranges .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  s h o u l d  be c l e a r  t o  DOE t h a t  t h e  agenc ies  expec t  t h e  
system t o  be o p e r a t i n g  on a c o n t i n u o u s  b a s i s  p r i o r  t o  and f o l l o w i n g  b r e a c h i n g  
t h e  s i l o  domes o r  remov ing  t h e  foam c o v e r e d  caps f r o m  t h e  s i l o s .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  ensure  DOE comp le tes  RCS o p e r a t i o n s  t e s t i n g  i n  t i m e  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  
o p e r a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  RCS c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  DOE s h o u l d  deve lop  and 
submi t  a schedu le  and p l a n  f o r  t e s t i n g  o f  t h e  R C S .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  DOE hopes 
t o  conduc t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  on and around t h e  s i l o  domes i n  e a r l y  2003, 
t h e  agenc ies  expec t  t h i s  schedu le  and p l a n  w i l l  be comple ted  i n  t h e  v e r y  near  
f u t u r e .  If you have any q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o n c e r n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me a t  (312) 
886-4591. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Ge I-e/J a b l on ow s k i 
P r o j e c t  Manager 
F e d e r a l  F a c i l i t i e s  S e c t i o n  
Super fund D i v i s i o n  
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