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APPROVAL OF THE OU2 GEOTECHNICAL SAMPLING AND TESTING PLAN 
FOR CLAY BORROW AREAS 
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.AUG 3 I 1995 
M r .  Jack R.  Craig 
United States Department o f  Energy 
Feed Materi  a1 s Production Center 
P.O. Box 398705 
C i  nc i  nnat i  . Ohio 45239-8705 

HRE-8J 

RE: Approval o f  t h e  OU 2 
Geotechni ca l  Sampl i ng and 
Testing Plan f o r  Clay Borrow 
Areas 

Dear Mr. Craig: 

The United States Environmental Protect i  on Agency (U.  S .  EPA) has completed i t s  
review o f  the D r a f t  Operable Unit (OU) 2 Geotechnical Sampling and Testing 
Plan f o r  On-Site Clay Borrow Areas, O f f - S i t e  Mater ia l  Sources. The plan 
provides an adequate approach for obtaining data from the o n - s i t e  borrow 
areas, waste u n i t  areas, and the  o f f - s i t e  mater ia l  sources. 

The repo r t  states t h a t  approximately 810.000 t o  910.000 cubic yards o f  s o i l  
w i l l  be borrowed from areas located outside the disposal f a c i l i t y  f o o t p r i n t  t o  
be used f o r  the construct ion of t he  o n - s i t e  disposal f a c i l i t y  and f o r  the 
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  the f i v e  waste u n i t s  i n  OU 2. However, t he  p lan presents three 
cases f o r  obtaining borrow mate r ia l ,  w i t h  quan t i t i es  o f  s o i l  ranging from 
960,000 t o  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  cubic yards. The need f o r  these th ree  cases i s  unclear 
because case A y ie lds  50,000 cubic yards more than the maximum amount o f  s o i l  
needed t o  construct the disposal f ac i  1 i t y  . Therefore, t he  excavation o f  
borrow areas should focus on case A i f  t h e  goetechnical sampling and t e s t i n g  
y i e l d s  data showing t h a t  su i tab le  c lay  i s  avai lab le t o  construct  t he  o n - s i t e  
d i  sposal f a c i  1 i t y  . 

Figure 7-5 discusses seven o f f - s i t e  mater ia l  vendors. The United States 
Department o f  Energy should request sample ana ly t i ca l  r e s u l t s  before se lect ing 
a vendor. 

Therefore, U . S .  EPA hereby approves the plan 
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Please contact  me a t  (312) 886-0992 i f  you have any questions. 

i 
Technical Enforcement 

a1 Pro ject  
Section #1 

RCRA Enforcement Branch 

cc : Tom Schnei der,  OEPA-SWDO 
Jack Baubl i t z ,  U .  S .  DOE-HDQ 
Don Of te ,  FERMCO 
Char1 es L i  ttl e, FERMCO 
Terry  Hagen, FERMCO . 

Michael Yates , FERMCO 

Manager 
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