Department of Energy

Ohio Field Office
Fernald Closure Project
175 Tri-County Parkway
Springdale, Ohio 45246

(513) 648-3155

MAR 4 2005

Mr. James A. Saric, Remedial Project Manager ' DOE-0179-05
United States Environmental Protection Agency :

Region V, SR-6J

77 West Jackson Boulevard

~ Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Mr. Tom Schneider, Project Manager

-~ Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
401 East 5" Street

Dayton, Ohio 45402-2911

Dear Mr. Saric and Mr. Schneider:

TRANSMITTAL OF THE RESPONSE TO THE OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY COMMENT ON THE DRAFT CERTIFICATION DESIGN
LETTER AND PROJECT SPECIFIC PLAN FOR AREA 4A CERTIFICATION
SAMPLING

References: 1) Letter, J. Saric to J. Reising, “Area 4A CDL and PSP,” dated January 13, 2005

2) Letter, T. Schneider to W. Taylor, “Disapproval — Certification Design Letter
. and PSP for Area 4A,” dated February 3, 2005

Enclosed for your review and approval is the response to the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency comment on the draft Certification Design Letter (CDL) and Project Specific Plan (PSP)
for Area 4A Certification Sampling. These documents were both approved by the

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as noted in Reference 1. Upon approval of this response,
the CDL and PSP will be revised and submitted as final for approval.
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Mr. James A. Saric - 2- DOE-0179-05
Mr. Tom Schneider :

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Johnny Reising at
(513) 648-3139.

Sincerely,

Mﬁm

, William J. Taylor .
FCP:Reising Director

Enclosure: As Stated

cc w/enclosure:

D. Pfister, OH/FCP

J. Reising, OH/FCP

T. Schneider, OEPA-Dayton (three copies of enclosure)
G. Jablonowski, USEPA-V, SR-6J

F. Bell, ATSDR

M. Cullerton, Tetra Tech

M. Shupe, HSI GeoTrans

R. Vandegrift, ODH

AR Coordinator, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS78

cc w/o enclosure:

K. Alkema, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS01

J. Chiou, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS64

F. Johnston, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS52-5
C. Murphy, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS77
ECDC, Fluor Fernald, Inc./MS52-7
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RESPONSE TO OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY COMMENT

ON THE DRAFT CERTIFICATION DESIGN LETTER AND

PROJECT SPECIFIC PLAN FOR CERTIFICATION SAMPLING OF AREA 4B

(21140-RP-0004/21140-PSP-0006, REVISION A)

COMMENT

Commenting Organization: OEPA Commenter: OFFO
Section #: General Pg #: Line #: Code: C
Original Comment #: 1

Comment:

Response:

Action:

The information in the CDL, in Section 4.1.1, on the UST #14 is unclear. The text states the
SEP affirms that a UST footprint will form its own CU and a total of eight samples are to be
collected from the sidewalls and excavation bottom. The CDL further states that when a UST
is discovered, during remediation, the COCs are determined after the tank is found.
Considering this, it appears DOE is not following the necessary criteria for 4A in the CDL or
PSP. DOE needs to provide explanation on why only two samples from the UST
footprint/CU are being collected and discuss why methanol was chosen as the primary COC.
Also, there is no reference made to a previous document that would bring clarity to these
issues or what happened with the UST. Revise the documents and the UST CU to comply
with the SEP.

In Section 2.1.1 of the CDL, Page 2-2, Line 10, the following information is provided about
UST #14: “UST #14, located in eastern Plant 6, was approved abandoned (closed) in place in
March 1995, as stated in Table 2-2 of the SEP as well as the Closeout Report for UST #14
(DOE 1995e). During excavation activities within Area 4A, UST #14 was removed.
Additional information about UST #14 can be found in Section 2 of the SEP and Section 4 of
this CDL.”

In Section 2.2.6 of the SEP, it states “Completion of UST closure under the SCEP indicates
that the hazardous constituents of its former contents (Table 2-2) are below established
site-specific FRLs in soil remaining in the UST footprint.” Table 2-2 of the SEP states that
methanol 1s the COC for UST #14, however, methanol does not have an associated soil FRL.
Statistical analysis of the methanol data cannot be completed since there is not a FRL to
compare the results against. Therefore, to demonstrate UST closure, it was decided to collect:
two samples for methanol analysis to determine if the COC was even present in the soil, since
the final elevation in the area where this UST was previously located is 562 feet. This is
greater than 10 feet below the bottom of where the UST was located. Therefore, any residual
contamination in soil is highly unlikely.

However, since methanol does have a Generic Cleanup Number (GCN) that is listed in the
OEPA Closure Plan Review Guidance for RCRA Facilities (June 2004), Section 4.1.1 of the
CDL will be revised to reference this GCN value for comparison to any residual
concentration if detected. The footprint of UST #14 will form a distinct CU with eight
locations being sampled for methanol as well as the primary rads. If detected, statistical
analysis of the methanol data will be completed by comparing the analytical results to the
GCNs for methanol.

The appropriate sections of the CDL and PSP will be revised to have the footprint of

UST #14 form a distinct CU, specifically CU 9. Eight locations in CU 9 will be targeted for
sampling. Samples will be collected from the eight locations and analyzed for methanol and
the primary rads. The GCN value for methanol (31.3 mg/kg) will be referenced for
comparison. The GCN value will also be used for statistical analysis if any residual methanol
1s detected.
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The following sentence, which begins on Line 29 in Section 4.1.1 on Page 4-1 of the CDL,
will be deleted: “If the UST was discovered during remediation, the samples will be

analyzed for the COCs that were defined following discovery.”
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