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May 10, 2006

Mr. Johnny Reising

U.S. Department of Energy
Ohio Field Office

Fernald Closure Project
175 Tri-County Parkway
Springdale, Ohio 45246

RE: APPROVAL- TRANSMITTAL OF THE FINAL EXCAVATION PLAN FOR AREA 7
SUPPORT AND SILOS PROCESS AREAS AND REVISED PSP FOR THE
EXCAVATION CONTROL AND PRECERTIFICATION OF AREA 7 SUPPORT AND
SILOS PROCESS AREA

Mr. Reising:

Ohio EPA has reviewed DOE's March 30, 2008, “Transmittal of the Final Excavation
Plan for Area 7 Support and Silos Process Area” and associated letter, which explains
the additional retention basin in the footprint of Silo 1. Included with the Final
Excavation Plan is the “Revised Project Specific Plan For The Excavation Control and
Precertification of Area 7 Support and Silos Process Area” (Supplement to 20300-PSP-
0011). Ohio EPA approves of the documents and the added retention basin for water
storage, even though no plan or drawings were included with the final excavation
document. Ohio EPA has also included comments for DOE’s consideration, regarding
the Final Excavation Plan For Area 7 Support and Silos Process Areas. Comments are
as follows: : '

- No plan/drawings were included for the proposed retention basin.

- The letter states that the basin will be constructed of “a high-density polyethylene liner
in the Silo 1 footprint.” However, the last discussion regarding this basin’s liner on the
Weekly Conference Call between Ohio EPA and DOE suggested that clay was to be
used as a liner for the basin.

- Figure 3-1 has been omitted from the document.

- Appropriate changes should be made to the text in the last paragraph of section 3.3.1
noting changes in how water will be handled.

- In section 3.3.1 the water will be collected in the FRL excavation as noted by way
points one through 13.

- It would be prudent, to check the water described in section 3.3.3 prior to discharge.

- Page 1-2 refers to section 2.3.2 for a description of the lateral unbounded area east of
the AWWT (CAWWT), yet this cannot be found. FRL #8 does refer to a description of
an area described in an unnamed document. However, without the name of the
document, this cannot be checked.

- The Northern Drainage described in the Post-Closure Drainage (section 1.6) should
flow through the former Waste Pit area, as the berm supporting the train tracks will be
breached to allow the original flow path to resume. The Southern Drainage includes
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flow into and through the former SWU.

- Although not covered in this plan, nor any other Area 7 plan, the parking lot, road, and
lay down area that was constructed south of the SWRB for their removal should be
removed and restored.

- In the RtCs and the body of this document (and other site documents), reference is
made to the intent not to bypass and the sufficient capacity to handle/treat water at the
site. Although the intent of the documents is clear, it has been Ohio EPA’s experience
that the site does not have sufficient capacity, despite these assurances, to handle/treat
water. The addition of the proposed retention basin in the footprint of Silo 1 is a step in
the right direction, but it is our expectation that the site will perform as the documents
elude, and handle/treat water on site appropriately.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Donna Bohannon.

Sincerely,

&m@éﬂwﬂ/ﬁ

Thomas A. Schneider
Fernald Project Manager
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight

cc.  Jim Saric, U.S. EPA

Mark Shupe, HSI GeoTrans
Michelle Cullerton, Tetra Tech EM Inc.
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